APPENDIX I
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	ARTICLE I.  TITLE AND PURPOSE

SECTION 101.01.  AUTHORITY.

The provisions of this Ordinance are adopted pursuant to the authority set forth in the Mississippi Code §§17-1-3 to 17-1-21 (1972) of the General Laws of the State of Mississippi.

The Mississippi Code 1972, §§ 17-1-3 to 17-1-37; 21-1-27; 21-13-7; 21-19-63; 41-25-13; 43-35-105; 49-23-1 to 49-23-29; 49-25-1 to 49-25-23 and 75-49-1, further empowers the City to enact provisions for other functions related to this Ordinance such as:  planning, airport zoning regulations, a local planning commission, control of outdoor advertising along highways, control of junkyards, mobile home construction standards and sanitary regulations, building setback lines, adoption of official plans, extension or contraction of corporate boundaries, methods for adopting codes, subdivision of land and regulation thereof, among other matters. (See Appendix A).

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

SECTION 101.02.  TITLE.


This Ordinance shall be known as the Official Zoning Ordinance of Laurel, Mississippi, and may be so cited, and further referenced elsewhere as “Zoning Ordinance” and herein as “the Ordinance” or “this Ordinance”; shall imply the same wording as the full title.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 101.03.  INTERPRETATION.

In interpreting and applying this Ordinance, its provisions shall be held to be the minimum requirements for the promotion of the public safety, health, convenience, comfort, morals, prosperity, and general welfare.  It is not the intent of this Ordinance to interfere with, abrogate or annul any Ordinance, rules, regulations, or permits previously adopted or issued, and not in conflict with any of the provisions of this Ordinance, or which shall be adopted or issued pursuant to law relating to the use of building or premises, and likewise not in conflict with this Ordinance to interfere with, abrogate, or annul any easement, covenant, or other agreement between parties except wherein this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction, this Ordinance shall control.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 101.04.  CONFLICT.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed, but nothing contained herein shall prevent the prosecution of any person or the bringing of a civil action to enjoin any person for the prior violation of any Ordinance or part of any Ordinance hereby repealed.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 101.05.  SEVERABILITY AND VALIDITY.

If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance should be declared invalid for any reason whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this Ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared severable.  The Council declares that it would have passed this Ordinance, and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases be declared unconstitutional.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85



ARTICLE II.  DEFINITIONS AND WORDS

SECTION 201.  RULE FOR WORDS AND PHRASES. 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain words and terms used herein shall be defined and interpreted as follows:

All words used in the present tense include the future tense.  All words in the plural number include the singular number, and all words in the singular number include the plural number, unless the natural construction of the wording indicates otherwise.  The word “shall” is mandatory and not directory.  The word “used” shall be deemed also to include “designed, intended or arranged to be used.” The word “building” includes the word “structure.”

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 202.  DEFINITIONS.  

See Appendix B for actual definitions.

ARTICLE III.  DISTRICTS

SECTION 301.  ZONING DISTRICTS.

In order to regulate and restrict the location of trades and industries and the location of buildings erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged for specified uses, to regulate and limit the height and bulk of buildings hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged; to regulate and determine the area of yards and other open spaces and to regulate and limit the density of population, the City of Laurel is hereby divided into districts of which there shall be nineteen (19) as follows:

A-1	General Agricultural District
R-1	Low Density Residential District
R-2	Medium Density Residential District
R-3	High Density Restricted Residential District
R-4	High Density Residential District
C-1	Restricted Commercial District
C-2	General Commercial District
C-3	Heavy Commercial District
C-4      Downtown Central Business District
I-1	Restricted Industrial District

I-2	Light Industrial District
I-3	Heavy Industrial District
F-1	Flood Plain District
PUD	Planned Unit Development
C-1A	Professional Office District
C-1B	Medical/Professional Commercial District
	Laurel Central Historic District
	Jefferson Street Overlay District
           Tri-Park Overlay District

The order of classification shall be as enumerated above with the F-1 Flood Plain District being the most restrictive and the I-3 Heavy Industrial District the least restrictive classification.

The districts aforesaid and the boundaries of such districts are shown upon the map designated as the “Official Zoning Map” and said maps and all the notations, references and other information shown thereon are hereby made a part of this Ordinance as if the matters and information set forth by said map were all fully described herein.

Except as hereinafter provided:

First.  No building shall be erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged nor shall any building or land be used for any purpose other than is permitted in the district in which such building or land is located.

Second.  No building shall be erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged to exceed the height or bulk limit herein established for the district in which such building is located.

Nothing in this Ordinance shall interfere with limitation on height of structures included in Airport Zoning Regulations.

Third.  No lot area shall be so reduced or diminished that the yards or other open spaces shall be smaller than prescribed by this Ordinance, nor shall the density of population be increased in any manner except in conformity with the area regulations herein established.


No building permit shall be issued by the City for the construction or placing of, and no person shall construct or place any dwelling, structure, or edifice, designed or usable as a dwelling place, on any lot, tract, or parcel of land unless the lot, tract or parcel of land upon which each such structure is to be located, or is located, has been defined, delineated, or described by a map or plat filed for record in the Deed Records of the County; provided, that this Ordinance shall not prohibit the issuance of a building permit for the construction or placing of any single structure, designed or usable as a dwelling, located on any tract of land set apart, delineated or defined by a metes and bounds description and recorded in the Deed Records of the County as of September 25, 1970, when the only structure (which with its permitted appurtenances) is located or, to be located thereon, faces or fronts upon a legally established public street.

No building permit shall be issued by the City for the erection or placing of any dwelling on a lot, the width or street frontage of which has been decreased from the width or street frontage as originally platted or as replatted and recorded in the Deed Records of the County, nor shall a building permit be issued for the erection or placing of any dwelling on the rear yard of any corner lot situated in Districts R-1, R-2, R-3, or R-4.

A building permit may be issued by the City through its proper agent for the construction or placing of a dwelling on a lot or tract of land composed of portions of two (2) or more lots as recorded in the Deed Records of the County, only when such resulting lot or tract has a street frontage of not less than the street frontage of any lot in the same block provided that such frontage meets the requirements of the City Subdivision Ordinance.

Fourth.  No yard or other open space provided about any building for the purpose of complying with the provisions of these regulations shall be considered as providing a yard or open space for any other building; provided further that no yard or open space on an adjoining property shall be considered as providing a yard or open space on a lot whereon a building is to be erected.

Fifth.  Every building hereafter erected shall be located on a lot as herein defined and in no case shall there be more than one (1) building with accessory building on one (1) lot, except as hereinafter provided. (See Section 803)

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97


ARTICLE IV.  SPECIFIC DISTRICT REGULATIONS

SECTION 401.  A-1 GENERAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT.

401.01.  General Description.  
This district shall provide an area for agricultural and horticultural uses.  The rural nature and low density of population in this district requires only that uses essential to agriculture and horticulture have a reasonable setback of buildings from dedicated streets and/or highways.  It is the purpose of this district to encourage and protect such uses from urbanization until such is warranted and the appropriate change in district classification is made in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

401.02.  Uses Permitted.  

The following uses of property, buildings, or structures:

401.02.01	Cultivation of field and truck crops, orchards, and vineyards.

401.02.02	Pasturing and grazing (not including stockyards or feed lots).

401.02.03	Dairies, poultry, small animals and livestock.

401.02.04	Greenhouses, nurseries and landscape gardening.

401.02.05	Barns, silos, sheds, warehouses and cooling houses for storage, grading, packing and processing of farm produce raised on the premises.  Commercial slaughtering or processing of animals is prohibited.

401.02.06	One (1) family detached dwellings, and their customary accessory uses.  (Subject to Section 401.05)

401.02.07	Public parks and recreation areas.

401.02.08	Mobile Home Park in accordance with Article IV, Section 405.06 of this Ordinance.

401.02.09	Raising fish for wholesale and for pay fishing lakes.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, § I, Art. IV, 401.02.09

401.02.10	Cemeteries -	Subject to public hearing by the Zoning Bard and permitting by the City Council.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, § I, Art.IV, 401.02.10

401.02.11	Reserved.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1440-2004, 7-8-04

401.03.  Area and Setback Regulations.  

Yards.  (See Appendix C)

Front:	setback a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet.

Rear:	setback a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet.

Side:	setback a minimum of ten (10) feet, provided that any permitted pen or building in which livestock is kept shall be located not less than one hundred (100) feet from any lot line.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

401.04.  Lot Area.

Each one-family dwelling in the A-1 District, together with its accessory building, hereafter erected, shall be located on a parcel having an area of not less than three (3) acres which tract shall have access to a dedicated public street or highway.  However, nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent the erection of one (1) one-family dwelling, or the use of the land for agricultural purposes on any tract of three (3) acres or less, which was in existence on the date of passage of this Ordinance, provided that all buildings erected on such lots shall meet all of the other requirements of this or any other applicable Ordinances.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85


401.05.  Height Regulations.

No building shall exceed forty-five (45) feet in height and accessory buildings shall not be more than two (2) stories.

Silos, barns and like farm buildings are hereby exempt from these height restrictions with the provision that their height be limited to the distance from the structure to the nearest property line less twenty (20) feet, but with the provision that no structure be more than one hundred twenty (120) feet in height.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 402.  R-1 LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT.

402.01.  General Description.  

This is the most restrictive residential district.  The principal use of land is for single-family dwellings and with special permission related recreational, religious and educational facilities normally required to provide the basic elements of a balanced and attractive residential area.  These areas are intended to be defined and protected from the encroachment of uses not performing a function appropriate to the residential environment.  Internal stability, attractiveness, order and efficiency are encouraged by providing for adequate light, air and open space for dwellings and related facilities and through consideration of the proper functional relationships of each element.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

402.02.  Uses Permitted.  

In the "R-1" Low Density Residential District, no building or land shall be used and no building shall be hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged, unless otherwise provided in this Ordinance, except for one (1) or more of the following uses:

402.02.01	Detached single dwellings, but not including mobile homes, or modular houses.

402.02.02	Detached accessory buildings, not exceeding two (2) stories in height, including one (1) private garage, private stable or servants' quarters, when located not less than sixty (60) feet from the front lot line, nor less than the distance required for the main building from any side of lot line; provided that if the accessory building is located within the "required" rear yard, no clearance from a side line will be required.  The area of accessory buildings shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the area in the main building.  The stable shall provide for not more than one (1) horse or mule for each twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of lot area.  Servants' quarters shall be occupied only by servants employed on the premises.  The area of servants' quarters shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the area permitted for all accessory buildings on the premises.  An accessory building may be constructed as a part of the main building, in which case the regulations controlling the main building shall apply.

402.02.03	Churches and related accessory buildings, provided they are a permanent structure and fronting a major artery or connecting route with required off-street parking spaces separated from property lines by a five (5) foot concealing fence.  Also subject to approval of outdoor lighting arrangements.

402.02.04	Schools, kindergartens, elementary and secondary.

402.02.05	Museums, libraries parks, playgrounds or community centers and cemeteries owned and operated by the City.

402.02.06	Golf courses, except miniature courses, driving tees and other similar activities operated for commercial purpose.

402.02.07	Farm, truck gardens, orchards or nurseries on a minimum of a three (3) acre tract, for the growing of plants, shrubs and trees, provided no retail or wholesale business sales offices are maintained on the premiums, and provided that no obnoxious fertilizer is stored upon the premises, and no obnoxious soil or fertilizer processing is conducted thereon.

402.02.08	Uses customarily incident to any of the above uses when situated in the same dwelling, when not involving the conduct of a business or industry, but including home occupation, as hereinafter defined.  The furnishing of board or lodging for not more than four (4) persons in a dwelling occupied as a private residence shall be considered an accessory use, provided no window or other display or sign is used to advertise such use.

402.02.09	Hobby shops, as an accessory use.

402.02.10	One (1) non-illuminated sign advertising the sale or rent of the land or buildings upon which it is located.  Such sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area and shall be located at a point not closer than two and one-half feet (2½’) from the street right-of-way line.  The sign may remain in place until no longer needed provided it is kept in a non-deteriorating condition.

402.02.11	Bed and Breakfast facilities, subject to provisions contained in Section
		402.04.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1200-1993, § II, 402.02.11, 1-19-93

402.02.12 Establishment of a tour of historic homes and structures contained in Section 402.05.

[bookmark: _Toc3695030][bookmark: _Toc3695569][bookmark: _Toc10868334][bookmark: _Toc10871214]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 1, 1-5-99

402.03.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations.  

In the "R-1" Single-Family District, the height of buildings, the minimum dimension of lots and yards, and the minimum lot area per family shall be as follows: (For additional district provisions, see Article V.)

402.03.01	Front Yard:  There shall be a front yard of not less than twenty-five (25) feet.

402.03.02	Side Yard:  On interior lots of fifty (50) feet or less in width, there shall be a side yard on each side of a building of not less than five (5) feet in width.  For lots of more than fifty (50) feet in width, either of the side yards may be five (5) feet, and the sum of the side yards shall be twenty percent (20%) of the lot width, but need not exceed twenty (20) feet in total side yard width. (See Appendix C.)

On corner lots the side yard regulation shall be the same as for interior lots except in the case of reversed frontage where the corner lot rears on the side of a lot facing the other intersecting street, in which case, there shall be a side yard on the corner lot of not less than fifty percent (50%) of the front yard required on the lot abutting the rear of the corner lot or separated only by an alley.  No accessory buildings on a said corner lot shall project beyond the front yard line of the lots in the rear, nor shall a building be erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged, closer than five (5) feet to the line of the abutting lot to the rear.

402.03.03	Rear Yard:  There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less than twenty-five (25) feet, however, any existing structure may be added onto with the existing setback provided it is not closer than five feet to the property line.

402.03.04	Height:  No building hereafter erected reconstructed, altered or enlarged, shall exceed forty-five (45) feet.

402.03.05	Width of Lot:  The minimum width of a lot at the building line shall be fifty (50) feet, provided that where a lot of record and in separate ownership at the time or the passage of this Ordinance, has less width than herein required this regulation shall not prohibit the erection of a single-family dwelling.  Lots fronting on cul-de-sacs shall be at least thirty-five (35) feet in width at street frontage and shall have a width of at least fifty (50) feet at the front building line.  There shall not be more than six (6) lots facing on a cul-de-sac.

402.03.06	Lot Area Per Family:  In the “R-1" Low Density Residential District every building hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged shall provide a lot area of not less than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) square feet per family; provided, however, that where a lot has less area than herein required and was of record and in separate ownership on the effective date of this Ordinance said lot may be occupied by not more than one (1) family.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

402.04.  Special Provisions for Bed and Breakfast Facilities.

402.04.01 Bed and Breakfast facilities shall be allowed in residential structures occupied as a primary residence by the proprietor.  R-3 and R-4 zoning districts need not require occupancy as a primary residence by the proprietor.

[bookmark: _Toc3695031][bookmark: _Toc3695570][bookmark: _Toc10868335][bookmark: _Toc10871215]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2a., 1-5-99

402.04.02 An application for a privilege license to operate a Bed and Breakfast facility must be obtained before availability to the public.  Before the privilege license can be issued or renewed, the applicant must meet the International Fire Code, 2012 Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted, Health Department regulations, parking requirements, any other pertinent City regulations or Codes or any provisions for Bed and Breakfast facilities that may be established by the City Council from time-to-time to protect the health, welfare and safety of the citizens of the City of Laurel.  All listed requirements must be on file with the City Clerk and attached to the privilege license.  

[bookmark: _Toc3695032][bookmark: _Toc3695571][bookmark: _Toc10868336][bookmark: _Toc10871216]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2b., 1-5-99; Ordinance No. 1455-2005, § IX 1-4-05, 
              Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06; Ordinance No. 1633-2016, 3-22-2016 

402.04.03 Deleted.

[bookmark: _Toc3695033][bookmark: _Toc3695572][bookmark: _Toc10868337][bookmark: _Toc10871217]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2c., 1-5-99

402.04.04	Bed and Breakfast facilities shall be limited to the serving of one (1) meal, that meal being breakfast, also known as continental breakfast or complete breakfast meal.  All commercial cooking must meet Health Department requirements and the International Fire Code, 2003 Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted.

[bookmark: _Toc3695034][bookmark: _Toc3695573][bookmark: _Toc10868338][bookmark: _Toc10871218]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2d., 1-5-99; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

402.04.05	No cooking facilities shall be allowed in the guest rooms of Bed and Breakfast facilities.

402.04.06 The exterior appearance of a structure utilized as a Bed and Breakfast shall not be modified from its existing character, other than for safety of the structure.  Any exterior changes or modifications to the appearance of the structure located in the designated Historic District must receive a Certificate of Appropriateness by the Historic Preservation Commission.  These changes shall include signs, fences, and additional parking facilities.

[bookmark: _Toc3695035][bookmark: _Toc3695574][bookmark: _Toc10868339][bookmark: _Toc10871219]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2e., 1-5-99

402.04.07 Any interior modification proposed shall be described in the application for a privilege license, as an attachment, or in any subsequent
		application for a Building Permit.

402.04.08	Only one (1) Bed and Breakfast facility shall be allowed in any one (1) residential block in R-1 and R-2 zoning districts.  More than one (1), but not more than three (3), facilities may be allowed in R-3 and R-4 zoning districts, unless a Conditional Use Permit is granted, based on demonstrated need.

[bookmark: _Toc3695036][bookmark: _Toc3695575][bookmark: _Toc10868340][bookmark: _Toc10871220]Source:  Ordinance No. 133-1999, §I, A, 2f, 1-5-99

402.04.09	One (1) small, unlighted sign, not to exceed two (2) feet by three and one-half (3½) feet in size shall be allowed.  The sign should be attached flat against the front wall of the structure.  Signage in R-3 and R-4 zoning districts may be regulated in placement and in size according to specifications listed in Subsection 602.11.02 of the Zoning Ordinance.

[bookmark: _Toc3695037][bookmark: _Toc3695576][bookmark: _Toc10868341][bookmark: _Toc10871221]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2g, 1-5-99

402.04.10	Parking should be either in a driveway, on an all-weather surface in the rear, or at the curb.  Adequate parking spaces for the proprietor and scheduled guests of the Bed and Breakfast shall not adversely affect adjacent properties.

[bookmark: _Toc3695038][bookmark: _Toc3695577][bookmark: _Toc10868342][bookmark: _Toc10871222]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2h, 1-5-99

402.04.11	Each guest bedroom must have a minimum of one hundred forty (140) square feet, excluding bath facilities.

402.04.12	There shall be a maximum of two (2) guest rooms in a Bed and Breakfast located in an R-1 or R-2 Zoning District, except that up to three (3) or four (4) guest rooms may be permitted as a Conditional Use by the Zoning Board; with the provision that adequate off-street parking must be provided for guests as a condition.  In an R-3 or R-4 Zoning District, a Bed and Breakfast shall have a maximum of six (6) guest rooms.

[bookmark: _Toc3695039][bookmark: _Toc3695578][bookmark: _Toc10868343][bookmark: _Toc10871223]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2i, 1-5-99

402.04.13 Additional buildings shall not be built for utilization as Bed 
		and Breakfast facilities.

402.04.14	At least one (1) bathroom shall be available for every two (2) guest rooms.  This rule shall apply to the guest rooms in the main house and separately to any guest rooms in a dependency.

402.04.15	There shall be no prohibition against remodeling to create more bathrooms to meet the requirements in Section 404.04.14.

Source: Ordinance No. 1200-1993, § II, 1-19-93

402.04.16	No commercial activity, such as teas, receptions, luncheons, dinners, showers, weddings, and other parties or gatherings, shall be conducted in R-1 or R-2 zoning districts.  A commercial activity may be permitted and granted in R-3 and R-4 zoning districts as a condition use permit by the Zoning Board based on demonstrated need, with the provisions that there will not be any adverse impact to the zoning district and adequate off-street parking must be provided for guests.  The owner/proprietor shall be responsible for maintaining the provisions thereof.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2j, 1-5-99

402.04.17 No owner of a Bed and Breakfast facility shall refuse to provide or deny lodging to any person on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, creed or national origin.  Failure to meet this provision may result in revocation of the owner’s privilege license.

[bookmark: _Toc3695040][bookmark: _Toc3695579][bookmark: _Toc10868344][bookmark: _Toc10871224]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, A, 2k, 1-5-99

402.05.1. Special Provisions for the Establishment of a Tour of Historic Homes
And Structures Within the City of Laurel.

	402.05.01	A tour of significant historic homes and structures shall be allowed in residential structures occupied as a primary residence by the proprietor or by a non-profit organization.

[bookmark: _Toc3695041][bookmark: _Toc3695580][bookmark: _Toc10868345][bookmark: _Toc10871225]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, B, 1-5-99
 
	402.05.02	An application for a privilege license to operate a tour of historic homes and structures must be obtained before availability to the public.  Before the privilege license can be issued or renewed, the applicant must meet the International Fire Code, 2012 Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted, and any other pertinent City regulations or codes or any provisions for a tour of historic homes and structures that may be established by the City Council from time to time to protect the health, welfare and safety of all tourists and the citizens of the City of Laurel

[bookmark: _Toc3695042][bookmark: _Toc3695581][bookmark: _Toc10868346][bookmark: _Toc10871226]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, B, 1-5-99; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06; Ordinance No. 1633-2016, 3-22-2016

402.05.03 One small, unlighted sign, not to exceed two (2) feet by three and one-half (3½) feet in size shall be allowed.  The sign shall be either attached flat against the front wall of the structure or ground-mounted no more than one (1) foot off the ground at the rear of the front yard.  

[bookmark: _Toc3695043][bookmark: _Toc3695582][bookmark: _Toc10868347][bookmark: _Toc10871227]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, B, 1-5-99

	402.05.04	Parking shall be either in a driveway, on an all-weather surface in the rear, or at the curb.

[bookmark: _Toc3695044][bookmark: _Toc3695583][bookmark: _Toc10868348][bookmark: _Toc10871228]Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, B, 1-5-99

	402.05.05	No owner or proprietor of a historic home or structure shall refuse to provide or deny a tour of the facility to any person on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, creed or national origin.  Failure to meet this provision may result in revocation of the owner’s privilege license.  
[bookmark: _Toc3695045][bookmark: _Toc3695584][bookmark: _Toc10868349][bookmark: _Toc10871229]
Source:  Ordinance No. 1331-1999, §I, B, 1-5-99

SECTION 403.  R-2 MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT.

403.01.  General Description.  

This district is to provide for medium density residential uses and structures in moderately spacious surroundings.  The purpose of this district may also be fulfilled by the use of the zero-lot line concept, as described herein which permits the construction of detached single-family dwellings on lots without a side yard requirement on one (1) side of the lot.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

403.02.  Uses Permitted. 

403.02.01	Any uses permitted in the R-1 Low Density Residential District.

403.02.02	Two-family or duplex dwellings.

403.02.03	Zero lot line dwellings.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

403.03.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations. 

In the "R-2" Medium Density Residential District, the height of buildings, the minimum dimension of lots and yards, and the minimum lot area per family shall be as follows:

403.03.01	Front Yard:  For both duplex and zero lot line, there shall be a front yard of not less than twenty-five (25) feet.

403.03.02	Side Yard:  Duplex on interior lots - there shall be a side yard on each side of a building having a width of not less than ten (10) feet.

On corner lots, same as "R-1".

Zero lot line - In zero lot line lots there shall be no minimum on one (1) side and ten (10) feet on the opposite side.  However, in no case shall a zero-lot line dwelling be built closer than ten (10) feet to the lot line of a lot which is zoned as R-1, Residential.  On corner lot, same as "R-1".

403.03.03	Rear Yard:  Both duplex and zero lot line - There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less than twenty-five (25) feet.

403.03.04	Height:  Both duplex and zero lot line - No building hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged, shall exceed forty-five (45) feet.

403.03.05	Width of Lot:  Duplex - The minimum width of a lot at the building line shall be sixty (60) feet, provided that where a lot of record and in separate ownership at the time of the passage of this Ordinance, has less width than herein required, this regulation shall not prohibit the erection of a single-family dwelling.

Zero lot line - The minimum lot width shall be forty (40) feet.

403.03.06	Lot Area Per Family:  Duplex and zero lot line - In the R-2 Medium Density Residential District every building hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered, or enlarged, shall provide a lot area of not less than three thousand (3,000) square feet per family; provided, however, that where a lot has less area than herein required and was of record and in separate ownership on the effective date of this Ordinance said lot may be occupied by not more than one (1) family.

403.03.07	Regulations for Zero Lot Line Dwellings which are a part of a Tract Development (See Section 404.04.)

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 404.  R-3 HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL - RESTRICTED.

404.01.  General Description. 

This is a residential district to provide for medium and high population density residential uses and structures in areas with adequate community facilities, public utilities and other public services.  The use of this district is appropriate as a transitional or buffer zone between low density residential districts and commercial districts, industrial districts or major transportation arteries, or other uses that are not compatible with a low-density residential environment.

Certain uses which are more compatible functionally with intensive residential uses than with commercial uses are permitted.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

404.02.  Uses Permitted.   

404.02.01	Any use permitted in R-2 Medium Density Residential District, but subject to the requirements thereof.

404.02.02	Three-family dwellings.  

404.02.03	Four-family dwellings.

404.02.04	Townhouses.

404.02.05	Multi-family dwellings.

404.02.06	Offices for medical or paramedical practice or clinics for human care, when use does not exceed three thousand (3000) square feet.  

404.02.07	Professional offices and studios, when limited to three thousand (3000) square feet.  For each, including executive, law, engineering, architectural, planning, administrative writing, clerical, stenographic, drafting, real estate and insurance uses; provided there be no retail sales, exterior displays, exterior storage of goods and materials, warehousing or indoor storage of goods and materials beyond that normally incidental to the above permitted occupations; and, provided no more than ten (10) people be employed in any establishment on any one (1) lot.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1118-1988, § II, 404.02.07, 6-7-88

404.02.08	Kindergarten, child care center.

404.02.09	Accessory buildings:  Same as District "R-2".

404.02.10	Uses customarily incident to any of the above uses:  Same as District "R-2".

404.02.11	Customary signs: Residential (Same as District R-1).  Professional Offices, Multi-Family Complex, Religious Institutions - (See 602.11.02, General Sign Regulations - Amend. #8).  

404.02.12	Group Homes/Dwellings.

404.02.13	Conditional Use.  When the proposed usage is acceptable but the square footage of the building exceeds that allowed by the Ordinance, those instances will be considered on an individual basis.  

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1221-1993, § I, 404.02.11, 10-19-93; Ordinance No. 1275-1996, § I, 404.02.13, 4-16-96 

404.03.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations.  

404.03.01	Front Yard:  Same as "R-2".

404.03.02	Side Yard:  Same as "R-2" including regulations for corner lots rearing on lots having a reversed frontage.
404.03.03	Rear Yard:  Same as "R-2".

404.03.04	Height:  Same as District "R-2".

404.03.05	Width of Lot: Except townhouse and zero lot line - The minimum width of a lot shall be eighty (80) feet, provided that where a lot of record and in separate ownership at the time of the passage of this Ordinance, has less width than herein required, this regulation shall not prohibit the erection of a single-family dwelling.

Zero Lot Line - same as R-2; Townhouse twenty-four (24) feet minimum, multi-family - one hundred (100) feet minimum.

404.03.06	Lot Area Per Family:  Except townhouses same as District R-2; townhouses twenty-four hundred (2400) square feet.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

404.04.  Regulations for Townhouses and Zero Lot Line Dwellings Which are
  a Part of a Tract Development.

(1)	Minimum size of tract - four (4) acres and possessing maintained common open space.

(2)	Maximum density - ten (10) dwelling units per gross acre.

(3)	Minimum lot area - fourteen hundred (1,400) square feet for townhouses and twenty-four hundred (2,400) square feet for zero lot line dwellings.

(4)	Minimum lot depth - twenty (20) feet for townhouses and thirty (30) feet for zero lot line dwellings.

(5)	Minimum front setback - ten (10) feet from street right-of-way line regardless of whether this front setback is part of an individual lot or part of the common open space.

(6)	Minimum side setback - none for townhouses except that on corner lots the minimum side setback of the corner side of townhouses and zero lot line lots or dwellings shall be ten (10) feet from the street right-of-way line.  In zero lot line lots there shall be no minimum on one (1) side and ten (10) feet on the opposite side.

(7)	Minimum rear yard depth - none except that there shall be a minimum clearance of twenty (20) feet between buildings except as otherwise provided for by subsection (11) herein.

(8)	Maximum height - forty-five (45) feet.

(9)	Maximum lot coverage - seventy-five percent (75%) of the lot area.

(10)	A maximum of eight (8) living units shall be allowed in each row of townhouses.  When an end unit of a row of townhouses does not side on a street, an open space or court of at least twenty (20) feet in width shall be provided between it and the adjacent row of townhouses.  However, where two (2) rows of townhouses which together contain less than eight (8) living units are immediately adjacent to each other, this open space between the ends of the two (2) buildings may be reduced to a minimum of fifteen (15) feet.

(11)	Where townhouse lots and dwelling units are designed to face upon an open space or common access court rather than upon a street, this open court shall be a minimum of forty (40) feet in width and said court shall not include vehicular drives or parking areas.

(12)	Townhouses shall be constructed up to the side lot lines without side yards and no windows, doors or other openings shall be installed in any common wall between units.  However, where a two-story adjoins a single-story townhouse, windows may be installed in the second story wall of the two-story townhouse.

(13)	Zero lot line dwellings shall be constructed against the lot line on one side of a lot and no windows, doors, or other openings shall be permitted on this side.  Where adjacent zero lot line dwellings are not constructed against a common lot line, the builder or developer must provide for a perpetual wall maintenance easement of five (5) feet in width along the adjacent lot and parallel with such wall.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

404.05.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations. 

404.05.01	Front Yard:  Same as “R-2". (These regulations shall govern except as indicated earlier in Section 404.04.)

404.05.02	Side Yard:  Two family - Same as “R-2"; Multi-Family - Same as "R-2"; however, an additional two (2) feet for each side yard shall be required for each story above the first story.

404.05.03	Rear Yard:  Same as "R-2".

404.05.04	Height:  Same as "R-2".

404.05.05	Width of Lot:  The minimum width of a lot for three (3) or more families shall be one hundred (100) feet, provided that where a lot of record and in separate ownership at the time of the passage of this Ordinance, has less width than herein required, this regulation shall not prohibit the erection of a single-family dwelling.

404.05.06	Lot Area:  Two-family - Same as “R-2"; Multi-family - A minimum of one thousand two hundred and fifty (1,250) square feet per family.

404.05.07	Height Regulations:  Two-family - Same as “R-2"; Multi-family - Three (3) stories or forty-five (45) feet.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 405.  R-4 HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL. 

405.01.  General Description.  

This is a residential district to provide for high density residential uses and 
structures in areas with adequate community facilities, public utilities and other public services.  The use of this district is appropriate as a transitional or buffer zone between lower density residential districts and commercial districts, industrial districts or major transportation arteries, or other uses that are not compatible with a lower density residential environment.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

	Mobile/Manufactured Homes (including factory manufactured movable homes as defined by the Mississippi Code) are allowed in this district only in mobile/manufactured subdivisions and/or mobile/manufactured parks so as to allow for the provision of adequate and economic housing.  However, the regulations of said homes contained herein are necessary to preserve and protect the values of the surrounding property and residences and to protect the health, safety, comfort and general welfare of the citizens.

	Certain uses which are more compatible functionally with intensive residential uses than with commercial uses are permitted.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1311-1998, §I (D), 2-17-98; Ordinance No. 1410-2002, § I, 7-16-02

405.02.  Uses Permitted.  

405.02.01 	Any use permitted in “R-3" High Density Residential Restricted District, but subject to the requirements thereof.

405.02.02	Multiple-family dwelling.

405.02.03	Rooming houses and boarding houses not catering to overnight travelers.

405.02.04	Mobile home subdivisions provided each lot offered for sale shall contain a minimum of five thousand (5,000) square feet.  Mobile home subdivisions shall contain a minimum of twenty (20) lots.  (Subject to provisions in Section 405.05).

405.02.05	Mobile home parks (when constructed in accordance with the latest Mobile Home Manufacturers Association recommended development procedures and subject to provisions contained in Section 405.06).

405.02.06	Convalescent Home (Rest Home or Nursing Home) when located on two (2) or more acres.

405.02.07	Hospitals for human care except those primarily for the treatment of mental disorders, charitable institutions, and sanitariums when located on three (3) or more acres.

405.02.08	Any activity which is customarily considered as being accessory to a hospital, clinic, school, college, or university.

405.02.09	Private clubs, fraternities, sororities and lodges, excluding those the chief activity of which is a service customarily carried on as a business.

405.02.10	Institutions operated or sponsored by chartered educational, religious or philanthropic organizations but excluding institutions of a correctional nature and trade schools.

405.02.11	Group Homes/Dwellings.  

405.02.12 Mobile/Manufactured Homes on either a Mobile Home Subdivision Lot or a Mobile Home Park Lot (see Sections 405.02.04 and 405.02.05)

405.02.13 RESERVED.
[bookmark: _Toc3695046][bookmark: _Toc3695585][bookmark: _Toc10868350][bookmark: _Toc10871230]
Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1221-1993, § II, 405.02.12, 10-19-93; Ordinance No. 1311-1998, §I (B), 2-17-98; Ordinance No. 1410-2002,§ I, 7-16-02

405.03.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations. 

Yards -

405.03.01	Front:  Multi-Family - Same as “R-2".  Mobile Home - Same as “R-2". All other - Same as “R-2".

405.03.02	Rear:  Multi-Family - Same as “R-2".  Mobile Home - There shall be a rear yard of not less than ten (10) feet.  All other - Same as “R-2".

405.03.03	Side:  Multi-Family, Hospitals, private clubs, Convalescent Home - Same as “R-2"; however, an additional four (4) feet for each side yard shall be required for each story above the third story.  Mobile Home - A minimum of ten (10) feet on each side.

405.03.04	Lot Width:

Multi-Family - A minimum of one hundred (100) feet at the building setback line.

Mobile Home - A minimum of fifty (50) feet at the building setback line.

All others - A minimum of two hundred (200) feet at building setback line.

405.03.05	Lot Area:

Multi-Family - A minimum of one thousand (1,000) square feet per family.

Mobile/Manufactured home - A minimum of five thousand (5,000) square feet.

Others as indicated in text.
[bookmark: _Toc3695047][bookmark: _Toc3695586][bookmark: _Toc10868351][bookmark: _Toc10871231]
Source:  Ordinance No. 1311-1998, §I (B), 2-1798

405.03.06	Height Regulations.

Two-Family - Same as “R-2".

Multi-Family, hospitals, convalescent home, private club - Five (5) stories or sixty (60) feet, subject to yard requirements shown in subsection 405.03.03. 

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

405.03.07 RESERVED.

[bookmark: _Toc3695048][bookmark: _Toc3695587][bookmark: _Toc10868352][bookmark: _Toc10871232]Source:  Ordinance No. 1311-1998, §I (B), 2-17-98; Ordinance No. 1410-2002, § I, 7-16-02

405.04.  RESERVED.   

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. IV, 405.04, 11-17-92; Ordinance No. 1311-1998, §I(C), 2-17-98; Ordinance 1410-2002, § I, 7-16-02	

405.05.  Special Provisions for Mobile Home Subdivisions.  

405.05.01	Mobile home lots shall be a minimum of five thousand (5,000) square feet in area.  Only one (1) mobile home will be permitted per lot.

405.05.02	Each mobile home shall have a minimum front yard of twenty-five (25) feet and minimum side and rear yards of ten (10) feet each.

405.05.03	Mobile home subdivisions shall be prepared and submitted as required for other residential development plats and shall be filed in accordance with City regulations.

405.05.04	Buffers shall be unoccupied except for landscaping, utility facilities, signs, or entrance ornamentation.

405.05.05	All mobile home lots shall abut upon a paved street of not less than twenty-four (24) feet in width.

405.05.06	All streets and utilities within the subdivision shall meet the Subdivision Regulations of the City.

405.05.07	No mobile home subdivision shall contain less than twenty (20) lots.

405.05.08	Mobile home lots shall be provided with permanent weatherproof runners with tie down hooks indicated in Section 405.04.01.  

405.05.09	Mobile home lots shall provide a minimum of a sixty-four (64) square foot storage building, properly constructed and painted.

405.05.10	Mobile home lots shall provide for at least one (1) off-street parking space.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

405.06.  Special Provisions for Mobile Home Parks.  

405.06.01	No mobile home park shall be permitted unless and until a detailed site plan setting out dimensions and locations of all elements required under this Section of this Ordinance has been submitted to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation, and approval by the City Planning Commission.

405.06.02	Mobile home parks shall not exceed a density of eight (8) mobile home units per gross acre within the mobile home park.

405.06.03	Mobile home parks shall provide a buffer strip at least fifteen (15) feet in depth along all lot lines including side and rear.  Buffers shall be unoccupied except for landscaping, drainage or utility facilities, sign or entrance ornamentation.

405.06.04	A minimum of five percent (5%) of the gross land area of the mobile home park shall be required for recreation area.

405.06.05	All mobile home lots shall abut upon a hard-surfaced all-weather driveway of not less than twenty (20) feet in width, which shall have unobstructed access to a public street.

405.06.06	All streets, roadways, and driveways within the park shall be paved with an all-weather surface of asphalt or concrete and shall meet generally accepted construction standards. They shall be appropriately lighted at night; however, lighting shall be shielded so that it will not light adjacent residential property.

405.06.07	No mobile home park shall contain less than twenty (20) stands.

405.06.08	Each mobile home stand shall be provided with tie downs described in Section 405.04.01 and parking area and utilities as recommended by the Mobile Home Manufacturers Association and the City.

405.06.09	There shall be no identification or advertising sign other than one (1) unanimated identification sign not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.  Sign may be indirectly illuminated.

405.06.10	Lot area and yard requirements: Minimum mobile home space within park - three thousand (3,000) square feet - minimum space width thirty-two (32) feet, minimum side yard - ten (10) foot front yard - twenty-five (25) feet from public street - rear yard - ten (10) feet (buffer strip will not be utilized as part of a required yard).

405.06.11	Service Building:  If a service building is provided for containing mechanical laundry equipment, washers, dryers, and vending machines, the office shall be of permanent construction and be exclusively for use of residents of the park with no illuminated signs.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

405.07. Special Provisions for Non-Conforming Placement of Existing Mobile/Manufactured Homes:

	Any non-conforming placement of a mobile/manufactured home in existence on the date of enactment of this ordinance (Ordinance No. #1410-2002, July 16, 2002) shall be considered a non-conforming mobile/manufactured home and shall be subject to the following conditions:

1. Where a legally allowed non-conforming home now exists, it will be considered a legally, non-conforming use unless it is discontinued or abandoned.  Discontinuance or abandonment shall be defined in accordance to Section 701.05 of the Zoning Ordinance, Laurel Code.

2. All presently approved special exceptions for the placement of mobile/manufactured homes shall still be considered on an annual basis up to and only for a five (5) year period.

3. If any legally non-conforming mobile/manufactured home is removed or destroyed, then a new home shall not be placed in its location.

4. Upon failure to comply within the time specified in item #2, the Building Inspector is hereby required to cause removal as provided by law and any expense incident thereto shall be paid by the owner and/or lessee of said dwelling.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1410-2002, § I, 7-16-02

SECTION 406.  C-1 RESTRICTED COMMERCIAL DISTRICT.

406.01.  General Description.  

The purpose of this commercial district is to provide retail stores and personal services for the convenience of the people in adjacent residential areas.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

406.02.  Uses Permitted.  

The following uses of property, buildings, or structures, for specified stores, shops or business shall be retail/service establishments exclusively, selling merchandise and conducted wholly within an enclosed building.  Each store, shop, or business shall not exceed two thousand (2000) square feet of floor area.  It is further provided that all waste material shall be kept within a sight obscuring enclosure.  No drive-in or curb service shall be permitted.

406.02.01	Any uses permitted in the “R-2", “R-3" and “R-4" Residential Districts, and group dwellings, but subject to the requirements thereof.   

Source:  Ordinance No. 1245-1994, § I, 406.02.01, 10-4-94

406.02.02	Auto parking areas for passenger cars only.

406.02.03	Caterer or wedding service; bakery shop, employing not more than five (5) persons, custom selling all production at retail on the premises or as retail custom order for delivery.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1134-1988, § I, 406.02.03,10-4-88

406.02.04	Barber and Beauty Shops (subject to applicable health codes); tanning beds; swimming pool supplies.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1201-1993, § I, 406.02.04, 1-19-93

406.02.05	Book or stationery stores, or newsstands.

406.02.06	Candy, ice cream store including manufacture, if all production is sold at retail on the premises or as retail custom orders for delivery.

406.02.07	Coin operated laundry and dry-cleaning pick-up stations.

406.02.08	Butcher shop/meat market, drug store, film processing, grocery store, swimming pool supplies.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1064-1985, §1, 406,02.08, 12-3-85; Ordinance No. 1430-2003,§ I, 5-20-03

406.02.09	RESERVED.

Source: Ordinance No. 1134-1988, § I, 406.02.09, 10-4-88; Ordinance No. 1430-2003,§ I, 5-20-03

406.02.10	Offices (limited to four thousand (4000) square feet).

	406.02.10.01	Medical or paramedical practice or clinics for human care.

	406.02.10.02	Legal, engineering, real estate, insurance.

	406.02.10.03	Professional offices and studios including executive, administrative writing, clerical, stenographic, graphic arts, and interior design.

406.02.11	Specialty shop for the conduct of a retail business as limited herein:

	406.02.11.01	Florist, furniture, fabric, appliances, apparel, jewelry, antique shops, optical goods, art gallery, frame shop and video tape sales and rentals.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1134-1988, § I, 406.02.11.01, 10-4-88

	406.02.11.02	Custom dressmaking, millinery, tailoring, shoe repairing, repairing of household utility articles or similar trade, interior decorating shops.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1134-1988, § I, 406.02.11.02, 10-4-88

	406.02.11.03	Gift and card shop.

	406.02.11.04	Photographer's studio.

	406.02.11.05	Shop for the repair of electrical and radio equipment and other similar commodities.

	406.02.11.06  Delicatessen shops, restaurants, tea rooms, cafeterias or cafes, with no
			serving of alcoholic beverages.

406.02.12	Other light retail and service establishment which may be determined by the Planning Commission to be similar to the above principal permitted uses and which are in harmony with the purpose of this zone, but not including those uses which are not mentioned in this zone but are specifically enumerated in another zone.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. IV, 406.02.12, 11-17-92

406.02.13	Accessory buildings and uses customarily incident to any of the above uses including air conditioners, ice and refrigerating plants purely incidental to the main activity permitted on the premises.  No accessory use shall be construed to permit the keeping of articles or materials in the open or outside the building.

406.02.14	Day care facilities (child or adult).

Source: Ordinance No. 1194A-1992, § I, 4-6.02.14, 8-8-92

406.02.15 Psychic readings, palm readings, and/or fortune telling.


406.02.16 Conditional Use.  The following use may be permitted upon review and after approval by the Planning Commission in a public hearing.  Mobile/Manufactured units transportable on wheels for commercial use which are not constructed as dwelling units but may be used as office units, retail and/or other typical uses.  Placement of these units shall meet minimum building code requirements and propriety in accordance to the district.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1241-1994, § I, 406.02.15, 7-5-94; Ordinance No. 1410-2002,§ I, 7-16-02

406.03.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations.

406.03.01	Front Yard:  Same as “R-2".

406.03.02	Side Yard:  Same as “R-2", except where adjoined by other commercial there shall be no side yard required.

406.03.03	Rear Yard:  Same as “R-2" except when permitted closer by virtue of intense landscaping and/or decorative screening as permitted by Section 603 Landscaping/screening.  (Section 603 not adopted)

406.03.04	Lot width:  A minimum of one hundred (100) feet at the building setback line.

406.03.05	Height:  Same as “R-2" District.

406.03.06	Lot area per family: Every building hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged for dwelling purposes shall provide a lot area of not less than three thousand (3000) square feet per family.  There is no minimum for commercial.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 407.  C-2 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT.

407.01.  General Description.  

This commercial district is intended for the conduct of personal and business services and retail business of the community.  Traffic generated by these uses will be primarily passenger vehicles and only those trucks and commercial vehicles required for stocking and delivery of retail goods.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

407.02.  Uses Permitted.  

The following uses of property, buildings or structures:

407.02.01	Any use permitted in the C-1, Restricted Commercial District, without limit to the square feet of floor area in shops, except as noted.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1244-1994, § I, 407.02.01, 10-4-94

407.02.02	Ambulance service and/or patient transfer service, privately operated and not affiliated with a hospital.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1218-1993, § I, 407.02.02, 8-3-93

407.02.03	Antique shops.

407.02.04	Auditoriums, theaters, moving picture shows, having a seating capacity for not more than one thousand five hundred (1,500) people.

407.02.05	Automobile, motorcycle, boat or trailer sales, or sales or rental areas, provided vehicles are in good operating condition.  Minor service which does not cause a nuisance may be permitted; automotive electrical repairs.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1201-1993, § II, 407.02.05, 1-19-93

407.02.06	Bakeries, provided that the floor area does not exceed three thousand (3,000) square feet.

407.02.07	Banks/savings and loans and other financial institutions.

407.02.08	Baths, spas, sauna/steam, and similar massage and health treatments.

407.02.09	Bicycles and bicycle repair shops.

407.02.10	Bird stores, pet shops, taxidermist shops or aquarium.

407.02.11	Blueprinting or photostating.

407.02.12	Business colleges, or private schools operated as a commercial enterprise.

407.02.13	RESERVED.

407.02.14	Christmas tree sales.

407.02.15 Cleaning, dyeing, and pressing works; laundry and washaterias, provided 
	that the floor area does not exceed three thousand (3,000) square feet for
	separate or combined uses.  (Subject to International Fire Code, 2012 
	Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted.)

Source:  Ordinance No. 1455-2005, Sec. IX, 1-4-05; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06; 
              Ordinance No. 1633-2016, 3-22-2016

407.02.16	Convenience Store.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1134-1988, § II, 407.02.16, 10-4-88; Ordinance No. 1430-2003,§ I, 5-20-03

407.02.17	Dancing schools.

407.02.18	RESERVED.

407.02.19	Department stores.

407.02.20	Drive-in or thru businesses including a four (4) bay car wash and self-service coin operated car washes with no attendants which are open for 24 hour service; and including refreshment stands, cafes, restaurants, food stores and similar activities, but not including businesses selling alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises.  Further provided that any such establishment shall provide adequate off-street storage space for all cars of patrons; that there be a sturdy close woven or solid fence on all but the front side; that no music or loudspeaker system shall be installed that may be heard at neighboring residential properties and that no lighting shall shine on neighboring properties used for residential purposes.  Single pole sign of twelve (12) square feet, with eight foot (8') clearance, free standing, shall be allowed if its illumination is non-flashing and does not contain a rotating, oscillating, or revolving beam or beacon of light and may be installed at the property line.  All other signs shall be flat wall signs within twelve inches (12") of the face of the building; or on the roof within the height limit and illumination shall be non-flashing, and shall not contain a rotating, oscillating, or revolving beam or beacon of light.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1431-2003, § I (B), 8-5-03; Ordinance No. 1640-2016, 7-4-2016

407.02.21	Dry goods and notions stores.

407.02.22	Electrical and gas appliance and supply sales, electrical and gas repair and installation services when limited to small shops, the principal business of which is a neighborhood service.

407.02.23	Detail shops, filling stations, gasoline service stations, gasoline, oil, washing, greasing, and accessories which do not conduct major automotive repairs, body and fender work, or automobile painting, provided all used and waste materials are kept within a solid enclosure so that contents are not visible from the street or other properties, and provided no stock of goods is displayed out of doors with the exception of lubricants and additives for frequent sale, and provided no lighting is constructed to shine on neighboring properties used for residential purposes.  Two (2) brand identification signs shall be allowed if their only illumination is non-flashing and shall not contain a rotating, oscillating or revolving beam or beacon of light.  They may be installed at the property line.

Source: Ordinance No. 1276-1996, § I, 407.02.23, 4-16-96

407.02.24	Frozen food lockers for individual or family use, not including the processing of food except cutting or wrapping.

407.02.25 	Garages, storage only.

407.02.26	Hardware, paint and wall paper stores.

407.02.27	Interior decorating shop.

407.02.28	Household and office furniture, furnishings and appliances.

407.02.29	Ice storage houses having not more than seven and one-half (7½) tons capacity.

407.02.30 	Liquor/package stores.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1134-1988, § II, 407.02.30, 10-4-88; Ordinance No. 1430-2003, § I, 5-20-03

407.02.31	Mail order stores.

407.02.32	Miniature golf courses, and driving tees.

407.02.33	Mortuaries, funeral homes, undertakers and crematoriums.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1694-2020, § II, 407.02.33, 3-17-2020

407.02.34	Motel and/or Hotel

407.02.35	Museums.

407.02.36	Newspaper Publication.

407.02.37	Nursery yards or buildings for retail sales, provided that all incidental equipment and supplies including fertilizer and empty containers are kept within a building.

407.02.38	Piano stores, musical instruments and supplies.

407.02.39	Plumbing and heating appliances and supply sales, and plumbing and heating repairs and installation services, when limited to small shops, the principal business of which is a neighborhood service.

407.02.40	Printing shop - small job printing shops provided floor area does not exceed two thousand (2,000) square feet.

407.02.41	Recreational or amusement classification when conducted wholly inside an enclosed building.

407.02.42	Restaurants, tea rooms, cafeterias or cafes, whose primary service is the providing of prepared food for patrons for consumption on the premises or for take-out.  Beverages containing alcohol may also be sold and consumed within the confined of the structure in conjunction with the food service.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1110-1988, § I, 407.02.42, 1-5-88

407.02.43	Retail stores, businesses or shops for custom work or the manufacture of articles to be sold at retail on the premises, excluding coal and wood yards, provided that in such manufacture the total mechanical power shall not exceed ten (10) horse power for the operation of any one machine provided that the space occupied by the manufacturing use permitted herein shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the total floor area of the entire building or the equivalent of the ground floor area thereof, and provided further that such manufacturing use is not noxious or offensive by reason of vibration, noise, odor, dust, smoke or fumes.

407.02.44	Stamp Redemption Centers.

407.02.45	Reserved.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1134-1988, § II, 407.02.45, 10-4-88

407.02.46	Variety stores.

407.02.47	Accessory buildings and uses customarily incident to any of the above uses, including air conditioning and/or ice refrigerating plants which are purely incidental to a main activity on the premises. No accessory use shall be construed to permit the keeping of articles or material in the open or on the outside of the building unless said keeping has been approved by a Conditional Use granted by the City of Laurel.

407.02.48	Pawn shops.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1201-1993, § II, 407.02.48, 1-19-93

407.03.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations.

407.03.01	Front Yard: Same as “R-2", with the provision that off-street parking and permitted signs may be placed in the required front yard.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1194A-1992, § II, 407.03.01, 8-8-92

407.03.02	Side Yard: Same as “R-2" except when the “C-2" property is adjacent to residentially zoned property and a larger side yard is required by the Site Plan Review Committee for Site Plan approval under the provisions of Section 503.  Otherwise, when commercial property abuts other commercial property, no side yard is required.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1242-1994, § I, 407.03.02, 9-20-94

407.03.03	Rear Yard: Same as “R-2" except when permitted closer by virtue of a Site Plan approved by the Site Plan Review Committee under the provisions of Section 503.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1194A-1992, § II, 407.03.03, 8-8-92

407.03.04	Lot Width: No minimum required.

407.03.05	Height:  No building hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered, or enlarged shall exceed six (6) stories nor shall it exceed seventy-five (75) feet.

407.03.06	Lot Area:  No minimum required.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85 
	407.04.01        Building supply and materials sales and storage yards, provided yard 
			is enclosed by a concealing fence not less than six (6) feet in height.
			outside storage will be allowed within fenced area.

	407.04.02        Electrical, mechanical (HVAC), gas and plumbing supplies and
			appliances, repair and installation services, provided yard is enclosed 
			by a fence not less than six (6) feet in height, which may or may not 
			be required by the Commission to be site obscuring.   Outside storage 
			will be allowed within fenced area.

		407.04.03        Moving and U-Haul services, provided yard is enclosed by a concealing 
	fence not less than six (6) feet in height, which may or may not be required by the Commission to be site obscuring.  Outside storage will be allowed within fenced area.
Source:  Ordinance No. 1591-2012, 8-7-2012



SECTION 408.  C-3 HEAVY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

[bookmark: _Toc3695050][bookmark: _Toc3695589][bookmark: _Toc10868354][bookmark: _Toc10871234]Source:  Ordinance 1292-1997, §I, Art. IV, 3-18-97

408.01.  General Description. 

The purpose of this district is to provide for the preservation and perpetuation of retail and commercial enterprise in the Central Business District and to provide areas for the development of retail type and personal service type commercial, community and regional shopping centers of integrated design and high density development of commercial businesses in certain areas adjacent to major transportation arteries or thoroughfares within the City.  Permitted uses are the same as in “C-2" - The only real difference being intensity of use; parking requirements and yard requirements in the “CBD” delineated area.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85 

408.02.  Uses Permitted. 

408.02.01	Any uses permitted in the “C-2" General Commercial District.

408.02.02	Amusement enterprises, including taverns, night clubs, bowling alleys, billiards or pool halls, dance halls, shooting galleries, skating rinks, and similar commercial recreation activities if conducted wholly within a completely enclosed building.  All subject to appropriate regulating Ordinances.

408.02.03	Artificial limb manufacture.

408.02.04	Auditoriums, theatres, moving picture houses.

408.02.05	Automobile, motorcycle, and trailer sales, or sales or rental areas.

408.02.06	Building supply and materials sales and storage yards provided that yard is enclosed by a concealing fence not less than six (6) feet in height.

408.02.07	Bus Stations.

408.02.08	Small animal hospital and veterinary clinics.  Kennels.

408.02.09	Drive-in businesses, including refreshment stands, cafes, restaurants, food stores, and similar activities for the sale of alcoholic beverages on the premises.

408.02.10	Engraving, steel, copper and photo.

408.02.11	Express offices.

408.02.12	Feed stores, no processing or milling.

408.02.13	Garages, public, for repairs or storage facilities for automobiles when such facilities are maintained within a building.

408.02.14	Heating supplies and appliances.

408.02.15	Laboratories - industrial testing.

408.02.16	Leather and leather goods shops.

408.02.17	Lens grinding for optical goods.

408.02.18	Paint and body shop for passenger vehicles when all work is performed within an enclosed building.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1134-1988, § III, 408.02.18, 10-4-88; Ordinance No. 1522-2008. §(B)

408.02.19	Mirror plating and glass cutting.

408.02.20	Oil Field Service Companies if business is conducted wholly within an enclosed building and provided no repairs are made on the yard and no outdoor storage of materials is kept on the site.

408.02.21	Printing and bookbinding.

408.02.22	Rubber stamp manufacture.

408.02.23	Wholesale sales offices or sample rooms of not more than four thousand (4,000) square feet of gross floor area.

408.02.24	Any other commercial use, except that kind of use that is not in harmony with the general use and purpose of the district by reason of fire hazard, noise, dust, smoke, odor, and has been declared a nuisance in any Court of record; and that the premises be regularly inspected for safety and cleanliness; however, nothing contained herein shall be construed to prohibit the warehousing or storage by retail establishments of items incidental to the retail operations conducted on said premises.  Any uses which are enumerated in the I-2 and I-3 Industrial Districts are excluded from this district.  

Source: Ordinance No. 1070-1986, §1, 408.02.24, 5-6-86

408.02.25	Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above.  No accessory use shall be construed to permit the keeping of articles or material in the open or outside the building.

408.02.26	Conditional Uses allowed upon review:  Mini-Warehouses.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1118-1988, § V, 408.02.26, 7-7-88; Ordinance No. 1522-2008, §(A)

	408.02.27       Self-serve coin operated car washes with no attendants with 
                                   are open for 24-hour service.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1431-2003, § I, 8-5-03

	408.02.28       Mobile/manufactured units transportable on wheels for commercial 
		           use which are not constructed as dwelling units but may be used as 
		           office units, retail and/or other typical uses.  Placement of these units 
		           shall meet minimum building code requirements and propriety in
		           accordance to the district.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1431-2003,, § I, 8-5-03

408.03.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations (Other Than C-3 District
  Within the C.B.D. Delineated District).

408.03.01	Front Yard:  Where all the frontage on one (1) side of the street between two (2) intersecting streets is located in a “C-3" District, a fifteen (15) foot front yard shall be required.  Where the frontage on the side of the street between two (2) intersecting streets is located partly in a C-3 District and partly in a residential district, or a C-1 or C-2 District, the front yard requirements of the residential district or the C-1 or C-2 Districts shall apply to the C-3 District.  Off-street parking and permitted signs may be placed in the required front yard.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1194A-1992, § III, 408.03.01, 8-4-92

408.03.02	Side Yard:  Where a lot abuts upon the side of a lot zoned for dwelling purposes, size of the side yard shall be established by the Site Plan Review Committee during the Site Plan Review Process as set out in Section 503. Otherwise, no side yard for a commercial building shall be required, but, if provided, it shall be not less than three (3) feet.  On corner lots with lots having reversed frontage at the rear, the side yard requirement shall be the same as District R-1. 

Source:  Ordinance No. 1194A-1992, § III, 408.03.02 8-4-92

408.03.03	Rear Yard:  Same as “R-2", which is twenty-five (25) feet to ten (10) feet, except when permitted closer by virtue of a Site Plan approved by the Site Plan Review Committee, or when required to be larger by provisions of the International Building Code, 2012 Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted, or the International Fire Code, 2012 Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1238-1994, § I, 408.03.03, 6-7-94; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06; 
              Ordinance No. 1633-2016, 3-22-2016 Ordinance No. 1633-2016, 3-22-2016

408.03.04	Height: “Same as C-2”.  (Height regulations in C-2 are: No building 
		hereinafter erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged shall exceed six 
		(6) stories nor shall it exceed seventy-five (75) feet.)

Source:  Ordinance No. 1431-2003, Sec. I, 8-5-03

408.03.05	Width of Lot:  No minimum required.

408.03.06	Lot Area:  No minimum required.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85 

408.04.   Deleted.

[bookmark: _Toc3695051][bookmark: _Toc3695590][bookmark: _Toc10868355][bookmark: _Toc10871235]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, Art. IV, 3-18-97
 
408.05.   Deleted.

[bookmark: _Toc3695052][bookmark: _Toc3695591][bookmark: _Toc10868356][bookmark: _Toc10871236]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, Art. IV, 3-18-97

SECTION 409.  I-1 RESTRICTED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT.

409.01.  General Description.

The purpose of this district is to provide for the preservation and perpetuation of industrial, warehousing and light manufacturing industries which do not have large space requirements and provided no nuisance will result with regard to excessive:

Smoke and other particulate matter
Noise
Odor
Fire or explosive hazard
Gases, fumes
Glare or heat
Vibration
Water Pollution
Other factors detrimental to the health, safety, and welfare of the area 
The industrial development in this district shall be in an enclosed building related to 
major transportation arteries or thoroughfares within the City and shall not contain more 
than four thousand (4,000) square feet in a single operation.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

409.02.  Permitted Uses.

409.02.01	Bakeries and other establishments manufacturing prepared foods and miscellaneous food products.

409.02.02	Building material storage yards/lumber yards provided that yard is enclosed by a concealing fence not less than six (6) feet in height.

409.02.03	Candy, canning, or preserving factories (less than 4,000 square feet).

409.02.04	Carpet and rug cleaning.

409.02.05	Dry cleaning and pressing works, dyeing, laundry, and washateria.

409.02.06	Electrical repair shops and motor armature rewinding shops.

409.02.07	Laboratory/experimental testing.

409.02.08	Machine shops, provided power not to exceed ten (10) horsepower is employed in the operation of any one (1) machine.

409.02.09	Manufacture of:  Products from aluminum, brass, copper, bronze, steel, tin or other metals and from bone, leather, paper, rubber, shell, wire or wood of any kind other than those enumerated under Districts I-2 or I-3 provided power not to exceed ten (10) horsepower is employed in the operation of any one machine, and not including foundries.

409.02.10	Manufacture of:  Artificial flowers, artificial limbs, ornaments, awnings, tents, and bags, cleaning or polishing preparations, brooms or brushes, buttons and novelties, canvas products, clothing, suits, coats, or dresses for wholesale trade; food products, syrups, fruit juices, extracts, drugs or medicine, classified under Districts I-2 or I-3; furniture, gas or electric fixtures, ice cream, mattresses or their renovation, peanut and pecan products, radio and television sets, provided power not in excess of ten (10) horsepower is employed in the operation of any one (1) machine.

409.02.11	Meat processing (no slaughtering).

409.02.12	Monument or marble works, finishing and carving only.

409.02.13	Pattern shops.

409.02.14	Printing, lithographing, bookbinding, newspapers and publishing.

409.02.15	Spray painting or paint mixing.

409.02.16	Storage in bulk and/or warehouse for commodities and materials enumerated in districts C-1 Restricted Commercial and C-3 Heavy Commercial.

409.02.17	Veterinary hospitals (small animals) when not less than one hundred (100) feet from a residential district.

409.02.18	Wholesale sales offices, manufacturer's representatives or sample rooms.

409.02.19	Any similar uses not included in Districts I-2 or I-3.

409.02.20	Mini-Warehouses.

409.02.21	Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above.  No accessory use shall be construed to permit the keeping of articles or material in the open or outside the building.

409.02.22	Ambulance service and/or patient transfer service, privately operated and not affiliated with a hospital.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1218-1993, § II, 409.02.22, 8-3-93

409.03.  Area, Height, and Setback Regulations.

409.03.01	Front Yard:  Where all the frontage on one (1) side of the street between two (2) intersecting streets is located in a "C-3 or I-1" District, no front yard shall be required.  Where the frontage on one (1) side of the street between two (2) intersecting streets is located partly in a dwelling district, or a C-1 or a C-2 District, the front yard requirements of the Dwelling District and the C-1 Districts shall apply to the I-1 District.

409.03.02	Side Yard: Ten (10) feet, or where a lot abuts upon the side of a lot zoned for dwelling purposes there shall be a side yard of not less than twenty-five (25) feet, except when permitted closer by virtue of intense landscaping and/or decorative screening as permitted by Section 603 Landscaping/screening.

409.03.03	Rear Yard:  Same as R-2 except when permitted closer by virtue of intense landscaping and/or decorative screening as permitted by Section 603 Landscaping/screening.

409.03.04	Height:  No building shall exceed three (3) stories or thirty-five (35) feet in height.

409.03.05	Width of Lot:  No minimum required.

409.03.06	Lot Area:  No minimum required.  

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 410.  I-2  LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT.

410.01.  General Description.

This industrial district is intended primarily for production and assembly plants that are conducted so the noise, odor, dust and glare of each operation is properly controlled.

The principal uses permitted in an I-2 Light Industrial District shall be limited in general to the assembly, packaging or processing of previously prepared goods and materials.  Additional permitted uses include the storage of goods and materials; the receiving, sorting, and/or distribution of goods and materials; fabricating shops; retail and wholesale activities requiring extensive storage or warehousing; and other uses specifically listed below.  Whenever possible, or as otherwise required, such uses shall be conducted within an enclosure or building.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

410.02.  Uses Permitted.

410.02.01	Any uses permitted in the I-1 Restricted Industrial District, without the limiting area imposed for square feet or floor area in buildings.

410.02.02	Amusement or baseball parks.

410.02.03	Assaying (other than gold or silver).

410.02.04	Bakeries - wholesale.

410.02.05	Body and fender work for automobiles and house trailers.

410.02.06	Bottling works, soft drinks.

410.02.07	Brick and pottery manufacturing.

410.02.08	Lumber Yards.

410.02.09	Carnivals.

410.02.10	Central station light or power plants.

410.02.11	Cereal mills.

410.02.12	Coffee roasting.

410.02.13	Cold Storage plants.

410.02.14	Cooperage works.

410.02.15	Contractors’ plants or storage yard provided that yard is enclosed by a concealing fence not less than six (6) feet in height.

410.02.16	Creameries.

410.02.17	Electro plating.

410.02.18	Galvanizing, small utensils, etc.

410.02.19	Ice plants or storage houses.

410.02.20	Monument or marble works, finishing and carving only.

410.02.21	Oil Field Service Companies.

410.02.22	Optics manufacturing.

410.02.23	Pattern shops.

410.02.24	Public garages.

410.02.25	Sheet metal shops using sheet metal of sixteen (16) gauge or thinner.

410.02.26	Welding shops.

410.02.27	Wholesale establishment and storage.

410.02.28	Any similar uses not included in the I-3 Heavy Industrial District which are not noxious or offensive because of odors, smoke, dust, noise, fumes or vibrations.

410.02.29	Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above.

            410.02.30       Adult entertainment establishments as regulated by Section 605:
		           Regulating the Location and Operation of Adult Entertainment 
		           Establishments.

Source:  Ordinance No.  1443-2004, § I, 8-3-04	

410.02.31	Facilities for the handling and warehousing of recyclable materials as a Conditional Use, requiring Site Plan approval.  Such operations must be obscured from any street or from any adjacent property in another zone by a sturdy, sight obscuring fence in good repair.  

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1237-1994, § I, 410.02.31, 5-17-94

410.03.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations.

410.03.01	Front Yard: Same as I-1.

410.03.02	Side Yard:  Same as I-1.

410.03.03	Rear Yard:  Same as I-1.

410.03.04	Height:  No building shall exceed six (6) stories or seventy-five (75) feet in height.

410.03.05	Width of Lot:  No minimum required.

410.03.06	Lot Area:  No minimum required.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 411.  I-3 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT.

411.01.  General Description.

The purpose of this District is to provide areas for development of heavy industrial uses that have extensive space requirements and/or generate substantial amounts of noise, vibrations, odors or possess other characteristics that may be detrimental, hazardous, or otherwise offensive and incompatible with other land uses.

This District provides for the widest range of industrial operations permitted in the City.  It is the zone for location of those industries which have not reached a technical stage in processing which renders them free of nuisance factors or where economics precludes construction and operation in a nuisance free manner.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

411.02.  Uses Permitted.

411.02.01	Any uses permitted in the I-2 Light Industrial District.

411.02.02	Acetylene gas storage.

411.02.03	Assaying.

411.02.04	Arsenals.

411.02.05	Asphalt and cement batching and mixing plants.

411.02.06	Bag cleaning.

411.02.07	Cotton gins, baling or compresses.

411.02.08	Cotton oil mills.

411.02.09	Clay, shale, or glass products.

411.02.10	Dog pounds.

411.02.11	Egg cracking and processing.

411.02.12	Enameling.

411.02.13	Fish smoking and curing.

411.02.14	Forge plants.

411.02.15	Galvanizing, sheet and structural shapes.

411.02.16	Iron, steel, brass, copper, or aluminum foundries or fabrication plants.

411.02.17	Junk yards, auto parts, salvage, auto wrecking yards, facilities for handling and warehousing of recyclable materials and facilities of the handling, transfer or disposition of solid waste materials when such operations are obscured from any street or from any adjacent property in another zone by a sturdy, sight obscuring fence in good repair, and under the condition that any burning operations be carried on in an enclosed structure provided with such super-heating devices designed to assure complete combustion as may be approved by the Building Inspector (Inspection Department).

Source:  Ordinance No. 1237-1994, § II, 411.02.17, 5-17-94

411.02.18	Machine shops.

411.02.19	Manufacture of:  Acetylene and/or oxygen, gas, alcohol, adding machines, airplanes, automobiles, trucks, and tractors, including assembly plants; bearings-ball and roller, cans, steel tanks and drums, candles and celluloid, cash registers, cutlery, disinfectants, dextrine, dyestuff, electrical machinery, farm machinery, exterminators and insect poison, emery cloth and sand paper, glucose, matches, nuts, bolts or screws, oilcloth or linoleum, oiled or rubber goods, paint, oil shellac, turpentine or varnish, pyroxyline, sauerkraut, starch, tools, typewriters, and vinegar.

411.02.20	Petroleum products as follows:

(1)	Any use related to the petroleum industry provided that the performance standards set forth in this zone are complied with and any adopted Fire Code and Health Codes are followed.

(2)	The storage above ground of liquid petroleum products or chemicals of a flammable or noxious nature, when not more than one hundred fifty thousand (150,000) gallons are stored on a tract of less than an acre in size or when not more than twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons are stored in one (1) tank.

(3)	The storage of flammable or noxious gases above or below ground, when not in excess of five million (5,000,000) cubic feet on any one (1) tract or lot of less than one (1) acre or two million (2,000,000) cubic feet in any one (1) tank.

411.02.21	Planning mills.

411.02.22	Potash works.

411.02.23	Railroad roundhouses or car repair shops.

411.02.24	Salt works.

411.02.25	Soap manufacture.

411.02.26	Rubber or gutta-percha manufacture or treatment.

411.02.27	Soda and compound manufacture.

411.02.28	Stamping, dyeing, shearing or punching of metals.

411.02.29	Stone yards, building stone; cutting, sawing and storage.

411.02.30	Tallow, grease or lard manufacture.

411.02.31	Tar distillation or manufacture.

411.02.32	Tobacco (chewing) manufacture or treatment.

411.02.33	Truck terminals containing in excess of four (4) loading or transfer bays.

411.02.34	Wool pulling or scouring.

411.02.35	Welding shops.

411.02.36	Yeast plants.

411.02.37	And in general those uses not listed above which are not ordinarily excessively noxious or offensive because of odor, smoke, dust, noise, fumes, or vibrations.

411.02.38	Any other uses not now or hereafter prohibited by Ordinance of the City, except that no building or occupancy permit shall be issued for the following uses unless and until the location of such use shall have been approved by the Planning Commission and ratified by the City Council, after a report by the Department of Public Works and the Fire and Health Departments:

(1)	Acid manufacture.
(2)	Ammonia, bleaching powder or chlorine manufacture.
(3)	Asphalt manufacture or refining.
(4)	Blast furnaces.
(5)	Boiler works.
(6)	Brick, tile or terra cotta manufacture.
(7)	Cement, lime, gypsum or plaster of paris manufacture. 
(8)	Coke ovens.
(9)	Creosote treatment or manufacture.
(10)	Distillation of bones, coal or wood.
(11)	Explosives, manufacture or storage in conformance of applicable Ordinances.
(12)	Fat rendering.
(13)	Fertilizer manufacture.
(14)	Garbage, offal or dead animals, reducing or dumping.
(15)	Gas (natural or artificial) manufacture or processing.
(16)	Glue manufacture.
(17)	Iron and steel fabrications plants where riveting method is used provided that such plants are not within five hundred (500) feet of a more restrictive district.
(18)	Lamp black manufacture.
(19)	Magnesium casting, machining or fabrication.
(20)	Manufacture or re-claiming of rubber or manufacture of heavy rubber products.
(21)	Ore reduction.
(22)	Packing plants including slaughtering of animals and processing of by-products.
(23)	Paper or pulp manufacture.
(24)	Petroleum products, refining or wholesale storage of petroleum in excess of limits provided in Section 411.02.20 above.
(25)	Rock crushers or stone quarries.
(26)	Rolling mills.
(27)	Smelting or reclamation (by reduction) of tin, copper, lead, zinc or iron ores.
(28)	Stock yards, feeding pens or slaughtering of animals.
(29)	Storage, salvaging, sorting, processing or baling of rags, iron, scrap paper or junk. 
(30)	Tanneries, curing or storage of raw hides or skins.
(31)	Tar or asphalt roofing or water-proofing manufacture.
(32)	Yards for the sale, transfer and temporary holding of livestock.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. IV, 411.02.38, 11-17-92

411.03.  Area, Height, and Setback Regulations.

411.03.01	Front Yard:  Same as I-1.

411.03.02	Side Yard:  Same as I-1.

411.03.03	Rear Yard:  Same as I-1.

411.03.04	Height:  No building shall exceed ten (10) stories or one hundred twenty (120) feet in height.

411.03.05	Width of Lot:  No minimum required.

411.03.06	Lot Area:  No minimum required.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 412.  C-1A PROFESSIONAL OFFICE DISTRICT

412.01.   General Description.

The purpose of this commercial district is to provide areas for professional offices and related activities that require separate buildings and building groups surrounded by landscaped yards and open areas.  The intent is to provide centralized, compact locations for business offices, medical and dental offices, as well as suburban locations near residential neighborhoods.

412.02.  Uses Permitted.

412.02.01 Accessory structure located on same lot
412.02.02 Churches and related accessory buildings
412.02.03 Clinic, Medical
412.02.04 Libraries, museums, art galleries, and reading rooms; no retail products
412.02.05 Offices, professional and service (non-professional), medical, and governmental, but not including body shops, garages, or other repair shops
412.02.06 Sign, See Section 602, General Sign Regulations
412.02.07 Studio for professional work or teaching of any form of fine arts, photograph, music, drama, dance, gymnastics, but not including commercial gymnasiums
412.02.08 Utilities
412.02.09 C-1A uses with a gross floor area equal to or less than twelve thousand five hundred (12,500) square feet
412.02.010 And other similar uses
412.02.011 “Reserved”
412.02.012 “Reserved”
412.02.013 “Reserved”

412.03.   Conditional Uses.

The following uses may be permitted upon review:

412.03.01 Parking/Parking Lot, see Section 601, Off-Street Automobile and Vehicles parking and loading not permitted in front setback, permitted in side and rear setback only.
412.03.02 “Reserved”
412.03.03 “Reserved”

412.04.  Area, Height, and Setback Regulations.

	412.04.01	Front Yard:

Setback minimum of twenty-five (25) feet or equal to an average of the adjacent lot setbacks.

	412.04.02	Side Yard:

A. On interior lots there shall be a side yard on each side of a building having a width of not less than ten (10) feet.

B. On corner lots the side yard regulation shall be ten (10) feet except in the case of reversed frontage where the corner lot rears on the side of a lot facing the other intersecting street, in which case there shall be a side yard on the corner lot of not less than fifty (50) percent of the front yard required on the lot abutting the rear of the corner lot or lot separated only by an alley.  No accessory building on said corner lot shall project beyond the front yard line of the lots in the rear, nor shall any building be erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged, closer than five (5) feet to the line of the abutting lot to the rear.

C. Zero Lot Line:  There shall be no minimum on one side and ten (10) feet on the opposite side except that a corner lots the minimum side yard of the corner side shall be ten (10) feet, and shall not include vehicular drives, streets, or parking areas.  Zero lot line dwellings shall be constructed against the lot line on one side of a lot.  No overhang, windows, doors, or other openings shall be permitted on this side and a two (2) hour fire wall shall be constructed.  Where adjacent zero lot line dwellings are not constructed against a common lot line, the building or developer must provide for a perpetual wall maintenance easement of five (5) feet in width along the adjacent lot and parallel with such wall. However, in no case shall a parallel zero lot line dwelling be building closer than ten (10) feet to the lot line of a lot which is zoned A-1 or R-1, R-2, or R-3 Residential District.

412.04.03 Rear Yard:
Setback a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet measured from the rear main building line.

412.04.04	Unattached accessory structures may not be located within five (5) feet of a rear lot line, to five (5) feet of a side lot line, and shall not be located closer than sixty (60) feet to the front of lot line.

412.04.05	Roof overhangs or appurtenances not at grade may project from outside walls of structure no more than three (3) feet in the required setback, and are not considered as a part of the setback.

412.04.06 Outside air conditioning units or similar installations shall be from the rear and/or side setback a minimum of five (5) feet from any property line.

412.04.07 An accessory building or structure that is not part of the main structure shall be located within the building area of the lot.

412.04.08 Width of Lot:
A minimum of fifty (50) feet.

412.04.09 Lot Area:
A minimum of four thousand (4,000) square feet.

412.04.010 Shall be served by public sanitary sewer.

412.04.011 Lot Coverage:
A maximum of sixty (60) percent of the lot may be covered by impervious surfaces.

412.04.012 Height Regulations:
No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height.

412.04.013 Driveways:
No driveway in the C-1A District shall be greater in width than twenty (20) feet, and no property shall be provided with more than two (2) driveways.

412.04.014 Buildable Area:
A maximum of twelve thousand five hundred (12,500) square feet of floor area per lot.

[bookmark: _Toc3695053][bookmark: _Toc3695592][bookmark: _Toc10868357][bookmark: _Toc10871237]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

SECTION 413.  C-1B MEDICAL/PROFESSIONAL COMMERCIAL
                            DISTRICT

413.01. General Description.

	The purpose of this commercial district is to provide areas for medical/professional and business offices and some related commercial activities that require separate buildings and building groups surrounded by landscaped yards and open areas.  The intent is to provide centralized, compact locations for business offices, medical and dental offices, as well as suburban locations near residential neighborhoods.

413.02. Uses Permitted.

413.02.01 Accessory structure located on same lot
413.02.02 Churches and related accessory buildings
413.02.03 Clinic, Medical
413.02.04 General offices, including but not limited to, professional, service, business, or organizational, but not including body shops, garages, or other repair shops
413.02.05 Libraries, museums, art galleries, and reading rooms; no retail products
413.02.06 Parking/Parking Lot, see Section 601, Off-Street Automobile and Vehicles parking and loading not permitted in front setback, permitted in side and rear setback only
413.02.07 Personal Service Establishments, such as, but not limited to Drug Stores, Beauty Supplies, Financial Institutions, Florists (See Appendix B)
413.02.08 Sign, See Section 602, General Sign Regulations
413.02.09 Studio for professional work or teaching of any form of fine arts, photography, music, drama, dance, gymnastics, but not including commercial gymnasiums
413.02.010 Tearoom, not including restaurants, drive-ins or restaurants specializing in take-out foods
413.02.011 Utilities
413.02.012 C-1B uses with a gross floor area equal to or less than twelve thousand five hundred (12,500) square feet
413.02.013 And other similar uses
413.02.014 “Reserved”
413.02.015 “Reserved”
413.02.016 “Reserved”

413.03. Conditional Uses.

The following uses may be permitted upon review:

413.03.01 C-1B uses with a gross floor area greater than twelve thousand five hundred (12,500) square feet
413.03.02 Catering services
413.03.03 Child and/or Adult Care Center
413.03.04 Multi-Family Dwelling
413.03.05 “Reserved”
413.03.06 “Reserved”
413.03.07 “Reserved”

413.04. Area, Height, and Setback Regulations.

413.04.01 Front Yard:
Setback a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet or equal to an average of the adjacent lot setbacks.

413.04.02 Side Yard:
A. On interior lots there shall be a side yard on each side of a building having a width of not less than ten (10) feet.

B. On corner lots the side yard regulation shall be ten (10) feet except in the case of reversed frontage where the corner lot rears on the side of a lot facing the other intersecting street, in which case there shall be a side yard on the corner lot of not less than fifty (50) percent of the front yard required on the lot abutting the rear of the corner lot or lot separated only an alley.  No accessory building on said corner lot shall project beyond the front yard line of the lots in the rear, nor shall any building be erected, reconstructed, altered or enlarged, closer than five (5) feet to the line of the abutting lot to the rear.

C. Zero Lot Line:  There shall be no minimum on one side and ten (10) feet on the opposite side except that on corner lots the minimum side yard of the corner side shall be ten (10) feet, and shall not include vehicular drives, streets, or parking areas.  Zero lot line dwellings shall be constructed against the lot line on one side of a lot.  No overhang, windows, doors, or other openings shall be permitted on this side and a two (2) hour fire wall shall be constructed.  Where adjacent zero lot line dwellings are not constructed against a common lot line, the building or developer must provide for a perpetual wall maintenance easement of five (5) feet in width along the adjacent lot and parallel with such wall.  However, in no case shall a parallel zero lot line dwelling be built closer than ten (10) feet to the lot line of a lot which is zoned A-1 or R-1, R-2, or R-3 Residential District.

413.04.03 Rear Yard:
Setback a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet measured from the rear main building line.

413.04.04 Unattached accessory structures may not be located within five (5) feet of a rear lot line, to five (5) feet of a side lot line, and shall not be located closer than sixty (60) feet to the front lot line.

413.04.05 Roof overhangs or appurtenances not at grade may project from outside walls of structure no more than three (3) feet in the required setback, and are not considered as part of the setback.

413.04.06 Outside air conditioning units or similar installations shall be from the rear and/or side setback a minimum of five (5) feet from any property line.

413.04.07 An accessory building or structure that is not part of the main structure shall be located within the building area of the lot.

413.04.08 Width of Lot:
A minimum of fifty (50) feet.

413.04.09 Lot Area:
A minimum of four thousand (4,000) square feet.

413.04.010 Shall be served by public sanitary sewer.

413.04.11	Lot Coverage:
A maximum of sixty (60) percent of the lot may be covered by impervious surfaces.

413.04.012       Height Regulations:
No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height.

413.04.013       Driveways:
No driveway in the C-1B District shall be greater in width than twenty (20) feet, and no property shall be provided with more than two (2) driveways.

	413.04.13.1     Buildable Area:
A maximum of twelve thousand five hundred (12,500) square feet of floor area per lot.
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Section 414.01.  General Description.

	The purpose of this designation is intended for the conduct of personal business services and retail trade normally found in the Central Business District.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, 3-18-97 

Section 414.02.  Uses Permitted.

414.02.01 Accessory Use
414.02.02 Antique Store
414.02.03 Art Gallery
414.02.04 Art Supply Store
414.02.05 Bakery
414.02.06 Banks
414.02.07 Bed & Breakfast
414.02.08 Book Store
414.02.09 Camera & Photographic Supplies Store
414.02.010 Candy, Nut, Confectionery & Popcorn Sales
414.02.011 Catalog or Mail Order House, Without Showroom
414.02.012 Ceramics Shop
414.02.013 Church or Religious Facility
414.02.014 Clinic, Medical
414.02.015 Clothing & Accessory Store
414.02.016 Delicatessen
414.02.017 Dinner Theater
414.02.018 Drug Store
414.02.019 Dwelling, Single Family, above first floor
414.02.020 Dwelling, Two-Family, above first floor
414.02.021 Dwelling, Multi-Family, above first floor
414.02.022 Fire Station
414.02.023 Florists
414.02.024 Furniture Store
414.02.025 Gift or Greeting Card Shop
414.02.026 Governmental Agencies
414.02.027 Hobby Supply Store
414.02.028 Home Occupation
414.02.029 Hotel
414.02.030 Ice Cream or Frozen Yogurt Shop
414.02.031 Jewelry Store
414.02.032 Leather or Luggage Store
414.02.033 Motion Picture Theater – Indoor
414.02.034 Museum
414.02.035 News Stand
414.02.036 Novelty or Souvenir Shop
414.02.037 Offices, Professional (such as legal, engineering, real estate, insurance)
414.02.038 Park and/or Playground, Public
414.02.039 Police Department or Precinct, Highway Patrol, Sheriff’s Office
414.02.040 Publishing
414.02.041 Photographic Studio, Portrait
414.02.042 Restaurant:  may include carry-out service; but may not include automobile drive-thru window or curb-service
414.02.043 Shoe Store
414.02.044 Specialty Food Store; such as health food, vitamins, & coffee
414.02.045 Stained Glass Shop
414.02.046 Stationery Store
414.02.047 Tailor Shop
414.02.048 Tobacco Shop
414.02.049 Toy Store
414.02.050 Travel Agency
414.02.051 Utilities
414.02.052 Personal Service Establishments (See Appendix B, Definitions and Words)
414.02.053 Bar, Nightclub, Lounge, or Tavern, which will permit such activities as the serving of alcohol, live music, dancing, disc jockey (DJ), karaoke and similar activities but will not permit adult entertainment [see Section 605 of the City of Laurel Zoning Ordinance] will be allowed as a permitted use when located in the leisure district which is described as beginning at the intersection of 5th Street and 6th Avenue and running easterly along 5th Street/Sawmill Road to the intersection of Spec Wilson Boulevard, thence running southwesterly along Spec Wilson Boulevard to the intersection of Carroll Gartin Boulevard, thence running northwesterly along Carroll Gartin Boulevard to the intersection of Leontyne Price Boulevard, thence running northerly along Leontyne Price Boulevard/6th Avenue to the Point of Beginning

                                       Source:  Ordinance No. 1670-2017, 10-17-2017
414.02.054 
414.02.055 “Reserved”
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414.03. Conditional Uses.

The following uses may be permitted upon review:

414.03.01 Conditional Use required for Bar, Nightclub, Lounge, or Tavern not located in the leisure district (see 414.02.53)

                                  Source:  Ordinance No. 1670-2017, 10-17-2017

414.03.02 Wholesale distribution building with no outside storage of commodities and no inflammables or hazardous materials.
414.03.03 “Reserved”
414.03.04 “Reserved”

[bookmark: _Toc10868360][bookmark: _Toc10871240]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 30-18-97

Section 414.04.  Area, Height and Setback Regulations.

414.04.01 There shall be no minimum setbacks, lot widths or lot areas in the downtown Central Business District.

414.04.02 There shall be no parking requirements for structures located in the downtown Central Business District.  Building height shall be limited to five (5) stories or sixty (60) feet unless otherwise approved by the Planning Commission, based on building setback.

414.04.03 All regulations of the International Fire Code, 2012 Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted, shall be complied with in every case.

                   Source: Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06;Ordinance No. 1633-2016, 3-22-2016

414.04.04 Parking facilities for commercial uses located in the downtown Central Business District and Central Business District Neighborhood shall be asphalted or concreted.  No gravel surfaces shall be permitted.

[bookmark: _Toc10868361][bookmark: _Toc10871241]                      Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97; Ordinance No. 1410-2002, § I, 7-16-02

ARTICLE V.  ADDITIONAL DISTRICT PROVISIONS

The purpose and intent of the additional District provisions in companion with the specific District regulations is to permit the City Council the flexibility to establish and/or superimpose over existing District regulations, special conditions to provide additional restrictions when necessary to carry out the protective intent of this Ordinance.  The same conditions may apply whereby restrictions can be modified to be more flexible when specific conditions are met to provide the intended protection to citizens and property.  Nothing in this Section should be interpreted or construed which would weaken or void the full intent and purpose of this Ordinance.

The additional Districts shall be:

Section 501 F-1 Flood Plain District
Section 502 PUD Planned Unit Development
Section 503 Site Plan Review
Section 504 Laurel Central Historic District
Section 505 Leontyne Price Overlay District
Section 506 Tri-Park Overlay District
Section 507 Sawmill Overlay District
Section 508 Downtown Overlay District

and each is more fully described as follows:
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SECTION 501.  F-1 FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICT.

There are certain areas of Laurel, Mississippi, that are subject to periodic flooding by the Tallahala and Tallahoma Creeks and their tributaries with attendant damage to residential and other properties.  In meeting requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program, the City Council has declared it to be the intent of the City to comply with land use and management criteria set forth by the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended.  In the interests of public safety, health and general welfare, the City has caused to be prepared an Ordinance establishing a "General Flood Plain District" for the City of Laurel and regulating the use of land and structures therein.  Upon approval and formal adoption by the City, provisions of the Flood Plain Regulations shall be applied to all Districts of this Zoning Ordinance located within the limits of the superimposed F-I Flood Plain District.

There shall be no construction of any type permitted in the designated floodway except underground construction such as utilities as approved by the City.

Before any Building Permit or Certificate of Occupancy is granted, the applicant shall submit a Site Plan to the Site Plan Review Committee for review and approval.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

501.01.  Permitted Uses.

501.01.01	When the use meets all flood proofing and flood protection requirements imposed by the City, as well as the requirements of the Specific District Regulations in which it is located, the use may be permitted.  An engineering report shall be required which clearly indicates that the proposed construction will have no detrimental effect on the level of water surface (less than 0.5') upstream from the proposed construction.  Any floor elevation shall be a minimum of one (1.0) foot above the latest official National Flood Insurance Map for Laurel and/or Jones County.

501.01.02	The following types of uses are recommended in the F-1 Flood Plain District so long as it does not cause a nuisance to adjacent properties in a less restricted district.

(a)	The growing of agricultural crops and nursery stock, and gardening.

(b)	The keeping of agricultural livestock (no feed lots).

(c)	Public recreation.

(d)	Golf course.

(e)	Fish camp.

(f)	Billboards, provided such structure does not restrict or impede the flow of water in the drainage channel.

(g)	Parking areas.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 502.  PUD - PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT.

502.01.  General Description.

The purpose of this District is to provide a means for developing open space areas in larger development, to take advantage of natural features of the landscape in this design, to improve the quality of the urban environment and to reduce the costs of developing and providing public resources and utilities.  The owners of any tract of land containing at least five (5) acres may submit a plan for the use and development of the entire tract for residential, compatible commercial, and related uses as a single and unified project.  The basic control development intensity shall be one or more of the residential districts.  The Planned Unit Development shall be a superimposed designation providing a broader latitude of design to achieve the above stated goals.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

502.02.  Site Plan Required.

A detailed Site Plan of the proposed Planned Unit Development District shall be submitted to the Site Plan Committee for study and approval; which shall be considered as a recommendation to the City Planning Commission.  Final approval shall be made by the City Council based on the recommendation of the Planning Commission.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

502.03.  Uses Permitted.

Uses permitted by right in the Planned Unit Development District are those normally necessary to make up a total neighborhood community, specifically including the following:

502.03.01	Residential Uses:  Any use permitted by right in the R-4 Multi-Family Residential District.

502.03.02	Commercial Uses:  Permitted commercial uses shall be those of retail type and personal service type commercial associated with community shopping centers, and high-quality office park type development.

502.03.03	Public and Semi-Public Facilities:  Community centers, schools, parks and other recreational facilities, churches, clubs, public utilities, libraries and other public buildings and structures required to provide essential public services and any other use which primarily serves the residents of such a development.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

502.04.  Regulations.

502.04.01	Residential Lot Size:  No minimum lot sizes are established, per se, so that housing can be clustered or otherwise concentrated or arranged in planned locations on the site to take advantage of its natural features.

502.04.02	Open Space Reservation:  In any Planned Unit Development the amount of land not used by residential buildings, accessory structures, and yards but required by the residential zoning of the site, shall be reserved collectively in contiguous units accessible to all the building sites in the development as maintained open space for the purpose of providing parks, recreational facilities, ways for pedestrian movement and circulation, and conserving visually pleasing elements of the environment.  Prior to the sale of any lot, site, home or other structure a bond of sufficient surety shall be posted with the City Council for completion of said open space improvements prior to such sale.  The open space developed will constitute no less than an equivalent proportional amount to the area being developed in the case of partial development.

502.04.03	Development Density:  Commercial uses in any Planned Unit Development District shall not constitute over twenty-five percent (25%) of the land area of such development and land area occupied by residential, commercial, public and other buildings and accessory structures shall not exceed forty-five percent (45%) of the total land area of such development.  Parking areas for commercial facilities are considered a commercial use of land.  Be it further provided that commercial development may not be started until the residential development is at least one-fourth (¼) complete.

502.04.04	Homes Association:  As part of the plan proposed for any Planned Unit Development, the developer shall submit a set of covenants running with the land providing for an automatic membership Homes Association, to be an incorporated non-profit organization, operating under recorded land agreements, through which each property owner in the Planned Unit Development is automatically subject to a charge for an appropriate proportionate share of the expenses for maintaining the common property, open space and/or other activities of the Association.  Once established the covenants shall continue and remain in force during the entire existence of the Planned Unit Development.

502.04.05	Responsibility for Open Space.  Nothing in this section of the Ordinance shall be construed as a responsibility of the City of Laurel, either for maintenance or liability of the following, which shall include but not be limited to:  any private open areas, parks, recreational facilities, and a hold harmless clause shall be incorporated in the covenants running with the land to this effect.  It shall be provided further, however, that when an owner of a Planned Unit Development desires to dedicate certain land areas to the City for public parks and recreational facilities, and the City approves the nature and location of such lands, and accepts the dedicated areas, the City shall be responsible for the operation and maintenance of these lands and properties.

502.04.06	Appearance of Public Utility Facilities:  Public utility facilities and structures shall be architecturally compatible, or shall be properly screened and landscaped in keeping with the character and appearance of the neighborhood, all as approved by the City Planning Commission.

502.04.07	City Council Approval:  Planned Unit Development District and establishment of zoning therefor must be approved by the City Council.  However, development shall be in accordance with the approved Site Plan.  Any contemplated deviation from the approved plan shall be reviewed by the Site Plan Review Committee and recommendations submitted to the City Council for approval.  The City Planning Commission has the authority to require reasonable plan changes for the Planned Unit Development as a prerequisite to approval.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

SECTION 503.  SITE PLAN REVIEW.

503.01.  Purpose of Site Plan Review.

Site Plan Review shall be required, as stated by the provisions of this Ordinance, to ensure compliance with City Zoning and other Ordinances on large scale and other projects, to promote and encourage the commercial progress within the City of Laurel, to expedite procedures necessary for the obtaining of Building Permits, to provide the developer with one (1) central review of his development proposal, to conserve the time and efforts of City employees in the various departments, and to provide for a speedy processing of applications for Building Permits on large scale and other projects.  A Site Plan Review fee shall be charged in accordance with the adopted fee schedule.  (See Section 901.02.)

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

503.02.  Creation of Site Plan Review Committee.

The Mayor shall appoint a Site Plan Review Committee to be chaired by the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee which shall consist of one (1) principal representative from each of the following City Departments:  

(1)	Engineering Department.
(2)	Public Works Department.
(3)	Fire Department.
(4)	Water Department.
(5)	Inspection Department.
(6)	Police Department.
(7)	Parks Department. 
(8)	ADA Coordinator.  

503.02.01	Other Representation:  In addition, other representation may include a representative from the Laurel Municipal School District, Jones County Health Department and from the telephone, gas, and electric utility companies.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 503.02.01, 11-17-92

503.02.02	The developer will be advised of the final decision of the Site Plan Review Committee and/or the Inspection Department and may appeal such decision to the City Council.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 503.02.02, 11-17-92

503.03.  Site Plan Review Required.

A Site Plan Review shall be required for the following:

503.03.01	Any residential development of ten (10) or more dwelling units except single-family lots which have already been approved by the Planning Commission.

503.03.02	Any residential, commercial or industrial development having structures in excess of three (3) stories.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1227-1994, § I, 503.03.02,1-18-94; Ordinance No. 1430-2003, § I, 5-20-03

503.03.03	Any commercial or industrial development adjacent to property zoned R-1, R-2.  R-3 and R-4.

503.03.04	Any residential, commercial or industrial development encompassing three (3) acres or more, except single-family lots which have already been approved by the Planning Commission.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1227-1994, § I, 503.03.04, 1-18-94; Ordinance No. 1430-2003, § I, 5-20-03

503.03.05	Any hazardous development and/or use within the I-3 Heavy Industrial District.

503.03.06	Planned Unit Development District.

503.03.07	Any residential, commercial or industrial development located within the F-1 Flood Plain District.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1227-1994, § I, 503.03.07, 1-18-94

503.03.08	Any commercial or industrial development within two hundred (200) feet of a street intersection.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1227-1994, § I, 503.03.08, 1-18-94

503.03.09	Any R-3 or R-4 development located adjacent to R-1 or R-2-zoned properties when said development is not single-family or two-family housing.

503.03.10	Any change in the use of “land”.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1201-1993, § III, 503.03.09, 1-19-93

503.04.  Contents.

The Site Development Plan required to be submitted under subsection 503.03 above and the requirements of these Zoning Regulations shall include the following elements:

503.04.01	Statements of ownership and control of the proposed development.

503.04.02	Statement describing in detail the character and intended use of the development.

503.04.03	A dimensioned site plan based on exact survey of the property drawn to scale of sufficient size to show:
(a)	exact location of all buildings and structures, 
(b)	all means of ingress and egress, 
(c)	all screens and buffers, 
(d)	off-street parking and loading areas, 
(e)	refuse collection areas, 
(f) 	access to utilities and points of utilities hook-up, and 
(g)	natural features such as streams, lakes, or other topographic features.

503.04.04	Storm drainage and sanitary sewer plans.

503.04.05	Architectural definitions for buildings in the development; location. sizes and types.

503.04.06	Plans for recreation facilities, if any, including buildings for such use.

503.04.07	Such additional data, maps, plans, or statements as may be required for the particular use or activity involved.

503.04.08	Such additional data as the applicant may believe is pertinent to the Site Development Plan.

503.04.09	Design professional certification stating that the Site Development Plan is in compliance with all applicable City Ordinances except as noted, and standard acceptable practice.

Items 503.04.03, 503.04.04, 503.04.05 and 503.04.09 above shall be prepared by a registered surveyor, engineer, or architect or practicing land planner as may be appropriate to the particular item.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85


503.05.  Conditions and General Considerations on Issuance of Site Plan 
  Approval.

The Site Plan submitted for such development as defined in this Section shall provide that the proposed lot sizes, lot coverage, density, setback provisions and other factors are in conformity with the requirements of this Chapter and other applicable Ordinances and laws.  In addition to such general considerations, said Plan shall be approved only after a consideration of the following factors:

503.05.01	Ingress and egress to the property and proposed structures thereon, with particular reference to automotive and pedestrian safety, traffic flow and control, provision of services and servicing for utilities, and access in case of fire or catastrophe.

503.05.02	Manner of drainage on the property, with reference to the effect of provisions for drainage on adjacent properties and the consequence of such drainage on overall City capacities.

503.05.03	Conditions on ownership, control and use generally, and conditions on ownership, control, use, and maintenance of open space or common lands to insure preservation of such lands for their intended purposes.

503.05.04	All utility connections shall be indicated and shall be in conformity with the standards and requirements for connection to utility companies proposed to serve the property whether said utility companies are public or private.

503.05.05	Off-street parking and loading areas, with attention to automotive and pedestrian safety, traffic flow and control, access in case of fire and catastrophe, and screening and landscaping.

503.05.06	Recreation and open spaces, with attention to the location, size, and development of the areas as to adequacy, effect on privacy of adjacent and nearby properties, and relationship to community-wide open spaces and recreation facilities.

503.05.07	Density and/or purpose of the development, with attention to its relationship to adjacent and nearby properties.

503.05.08	General site arrangement, amenities, and convenience, with particular reference to ensuring that appearance and general lay-out of the proposed development will be compatible and harmonious with properties in the general area and will not be so at variance with other development in the area as to cause a substantial depreciation of such property values.

503.05.09	All setbacks, parking areas and accessory structures shall be so landscaped, located and constructed so as not to interfere with the use of the surrounding property.

503.05.10	Buffer Zones - Whenever the proposed development is to be on land zoned for commercial or industrial use and is adjacent to any property zoned residential or when the proposed development is on land zoned R-3 or R-4 and is adjacent to property zoned R-1 or R-2, unless the development is single-family residential (other than a mobile home park or subdivision), a buffer between the properties shall be provided as follows:

(1)	Landscape.  Plans shall be submitted to show how a buffer strip averaging twenty (20) feet in width will be landscaped and maintained.  This area shall have as a minimum grass or ground cover.  A greater density of landscaping may be required to reduce site, noise, and pedestrian intrusion into residential areas.  Earthen berms landscaped with shrubs may be permitted to achieve this requirement.

(2)	Wall or fence.  A six (6) foot masonry wall or a fence of approved wood of natural decay resistance may be built in place of ten (10) feet of the twenty (20) foot buffer strip as outlined in subparagraph 10(a) above.

(3)	Landscaping and wall or fence.  The Site Plan Review Committee and the Inspection Department may require a masonry wall or fence and the twenty (20) foot buffer strip (as outlined in paragraph (1) above) if, in their opinion, it is necessary to protect the residential zone due to an intense use of the property by commercial or industrial occupancies or by the very nature of the proposed development.

(4)	When a development is so small in scope that the buffer would present a hardship, the Site Plan Review Committee and the Inspection Department may require only a wall or fence as described in (2) above without any additional buffer, or may waive the buffer requirement.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85 

503.06.  Procedure.

A Site Plan, as provided in Sections 503.04 and 503.05 above, shall be filed with the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee whose duty it shall be to submit the Plan to the Site Plan Review Committee.  Applicants shall have the right to appear before the Site Plan Review Committee.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1114-1988, § I, 503.06, 3-24-88; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

503.06.01	Compliance:  The Site Plan Review Committee shall certify to the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee that said Site Plan does or does not comply with all Ordinances of the City of Laurel, Mississippi.  If the Site Plan does comply, the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee shall forward the approved Site Plan to the Inspection Department and so notify the applicant in writing.  If the Site Plan does not comply, the Site Plan Review Committee shall so specify in what respects it does not comply in writing to the applicant and the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee, who shall then require correction and compliance before further processing.

Source: Ordinance No. 1114-1988, § I, 503.06.01, 3-24-88; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

503.06.02	Time Period for Review:  In all cases, the Site Plan Review Committee shall have up to or a maximum of fifteen (15) days from the date of filing to review and recommend either approval or disapproval of any Site Plan.

503.06.03	Action of the Committee Binding:  Subject to approval by the Site Plan Review Committee and the Mayor, actions of the Site Plan Review Committee shall be binding on the Inspection Department or any other City Department as far as the Site Plan approval for obtaining Building Permits is concerned.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 503.06.03, 11-17-92

503.06.04	Should the Site Development Plan be approved, this approval shall be valid for three (3) years from the time of approval, providing there have been no changes in the City's requirements during that three (3) years.  If changes have been made to the City's requirements during the three (3) year period, then a new application shall be necessary.  And if a zoning change was required - zoning shall revert.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85 

[bookmark: _Toc3695058][bookmark: _Toc3695597]SECTION 504.  LAUREL CENTRAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

[bookmark: _Toc3695059][bookmark: _Toc3695598][bookmark: _Toc10868363][bookmark: _Toc10871243]Source:  See Ordinance No. 1021-1984 for creating a Historic Preservation Commission;  See Ordinance No. 1038-1985; See Ordinance No. 1038-19185 establishing the boundaries of the Historic Preservation District; Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

[bookmark: _Toc3695060][bookmark: _Toc3695599]SECTION 505.  JEFFERSON STREET OVERLAY DISTRICT

515.01.  Purpose and Intent.

505.01.01 Findings:

A. The provisions of this Part are based on the following findings:

1. The S-Curve Property will undeveloped and considered prime commercial property.

2. Strip commercial development has negatively impacted other areas of the City, and would if allowed, conflict with the above described development and adversely affect property values.

505.01.02 Purpose and Intent:

A. It is the purpose and intent of the Jefferson Street Overlay District to:

1. Provide a higher level of standards to guide further development in the Jefferson Street area.

2. Protect and promote the visual quality of the area.

3. Prevent development which would be inappropriate and/or would adversely affect property values or hurt the potential for continued and prolonged growth and prosperity of the area.

[bookmark: _Toc3695061][bookmark: _Toc3695600][bookmark: _Toc10868364][bookmark: _Toc10871244]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.02.  Location and Applicability.

505.02.01 General Applicability

The provisions of this Part, the Jefferson Street Overlay District, shall apply to all commercially zoned land, whether publicly or privately held, located along Jefferson Street within the overlay district.

505.02.01 Standards Conflict

The provisions contained in the Part are in addition to, and supplemental to all other provisions contained in the Article IV.  In case of conflicts between the standards of the Jefferson Street Overlay District and standards of the underlying base district, other requirements of the Article IV or other rules, regulations, covenants and agreements, the provisions of the Jefferson Street Overlay District shall prevail.

[bookmark: _Toc10868365][bookmark: _Toc10871245]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.03.  Uses Permitted.

	The following uses may be established as permitted uses in the Jefferson Street Overlay District, in accordance with the procedures established in Article V of this Ordinance:

505.03.01 Clinics
505.03.02 Convenience Stores
505.03.03 Convenience Centers
505.03.04 Drug Stores
505.03.05 Hotels, Inns and Motels
505.03.06 Laboratories, Medical and Dental
505.03.07 Libraries
505.03.08 Museums
505.03.09 Offices, Medical
505.03.010 Offices, Other than Medical
505.03.011 Parks
505.03.012 Personal Service Establishments, such as, but not limited to, Drug Stores, Beauty Supplies, Financial Institutions, Florists (See Appendix B)
505.03.013 Prosthesis and Medical Supplies
505.03.014 Recreation Centers
505.03.015 Rehabilitation Centers
505.03.016 Restaurants
505.03.017 Retail Stores
505.03.018 “Reserved”
505.03.019 “Reserved”
505.03.020 “Reserved”

[bookmark: _Toc10868366][bookmark: _Toc10871246]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.04.  Conditional Uses.

	The following uses may be permitted upon review:

505.04.01 Churches
505.04.02 Laboratories, Research
505.04.03 Trade Schools
505.04.04 Transportation Facilities
505.04.05 “Reserved”
505.04.06 “Reserved”
505.04.07 “Reserved”

[bookmark: _Toc10868367][bookmark: _Toc10871247]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.05.  Open Display and Storage Restricted.

	There shall be no outside display of products except for plant nurseries and temporary outdoor sales.  All display of this nature will be within seventy-five (75) feet of the exterior wall of the building of the store sponsoring the open display, and in no case closer than forty (40) feet to any public right-of-way.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, there may be two (2) outdoor sales per year not to exceed thirty (30) days each, with a minimum of thirty (30) days in between.  Such outdoor sale shall be at least forty (40) feet from any public right-of-way.  Additionally, permanent outside display shall be permitted provided such display is located within a permanently defined sales area attached to the side or rear of the principal building and provided such area does not exceed twenty (20) percent of the enclosed floor area of the principal building.  There shall be no outside storage unless fully screened by a fence constructed of cedar, cypress or an approved equivalent and provided such storage is in the rear or side yards.

[bookmark: _Toc10868368][bookmark: _Toc10871248]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.06.  Building Code Standards.

	All building and structures, whether intended to be temporary or permanent, shall be of a permanent nature conforming to all requirements of the construction codes adopted by the City.  The use of trucks, trailers, manufactured homes, portable buildings, tents, awnings, sheds and the like for storage and/or sales is prohibited, except that tents and portable buildings may be used for two (2) outdoor sales per year as specified in Section 505.05 above and provided said tents and portable buildings conform to the requirements of  the City’s construction codes and are compatible with buildings in the area.  Nothing in this section is to prohibit the storage of products in truck trailers up to five (5) days while waiting to be unloaded into the store, provided said trailers are parked in the rear of the building where possible, otherwise, to the side of the building.

[bookmark: _Toc10868369][bookmark: _Toc10871249]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

	All buildings and structures, whether intended to be temporary or permanent, shall be of a permanent nature conforming to all requirements of the construction codes adopted by the City.  The use of trucks, trailers, manufactured homes, portable buildings, tents, awnings, sheds and the like for storage and/or sales is prohibited, except that tents and portable buildings may be used for two (2) outdoor sales per year as specified in Section 505.05 above and provided said tents and portable buildings conform to the requirements of the City’s construction codes and are compatible with buildings in the area.  Nothing in this section is to prohibit the storage of products in truck trailers up to five (5) days while waiting to be unloaded into the store, provided said trailers are parked in the rear of the building where possible, otherwise, to the side of the building.

[bookmark: _Toc10868370][bookmark: _Toc10871250]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.07.  Building Design Standards.

505.07.01 Plans Submittal

Building design plans submitted for review and approval as specified below shall be sealed by an architect registered in the State of Mississippi.

[bookmark: _Toc10868371][bookmark: _Toc10871251]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.07.02 Review and Approval

The Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee and the Site Plan Review Committee shall evaluate the design of all structures and exterior renovations in terms of the degree to which they meet the intent of this Article as specified in Section 505.01 and the degree to which they contribute to the preservation and enhancement of the character, integrity and attractiveness of the Jefferson Street area.  Said evaluation shall also take into account the degree to which the proposal would maintain a sense of human scale and architectural transition and would be appropriate to the site, taking into account the safety, convenience, and amenity of the surrounding areas.

[bookmark: _Toc10868372][bookmark: _Toc10871252]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.07.03 Specific Standards

The review of all site and building design plans shall be based on the following standards:

A. New Structures, additions and renovations shall be designed to be compatible with existing structures in terms of architectural design exterior building materials, colors and arrangement of buildings and other features.

B. At least seventy-five percent (75%) of the non-glass wall surface facing Jefferson Street and Interstate 59, or other major arterials, shall be clad with brick, wood, stone, split face block, drivit, stucco or a complimentary siding material, except to the extent prohibited by applicable building codes.  Building materials with a cost equal to or greater than the materials listed above may be substituted provided the cost is documented.

C. Exterior improvements, such as fences, utilities, outdoor furniture and displays shall be compatible with the mass and scale of such improvements elsewhere in the adjacent area.

D. All buildings shall have no more than two hundred (200) continuous feet of wall plane with the same setback fronting along a street.  If the building is wider than two hundred (200) feet, then the setback of the wall planes from the street must vary by at least two (2) feet.  Canopies, porches, covered walkways and similar architectural features will be approved for shopping centers in lieu of the required offset provided said features cover a minimum of thirty-five percent (35%) of the length of the shopping center.

E. The main entrances to all buildings shall face the street which fronts the lot; however, corner lots may choose either street as the one which fronts the entrance.

[bookmark: _Toc10868373][bookmark: _Toc10871253]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.07.04 Modifications to Standards

Where necessary to accommodate individuality and creativity in site design, or where conformance with the strict requirements of this Part are not feasible on a particular property, the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee and/or Site Plan Review Committee, whichever is responsible for approving the plan, may modify the requirements of this Part in reviewing and approving a site plan, provided that the features which the applicant proposes are equivalent in effectiveness given stated purposes of this Part.

[bookmark: _Toc10868374][bookmark: _Toc10871254]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

505.08.  Site Plan and Building Design Review.

505.08.01.1         Site Plan and Building Design Review

For all new buildings to be constructed and for all additions to existing buildings, the size of which is twenty-five percent (25%) or greater of the size of the existing building, and for all renovations, the cost of which is twenty-five percent (25%) or greater of the value of the building prior to renovation.  Site Plan and Building Design Review and Building Design Standards contained in Section 505.07 above shall apply and the approval shall be secured prior to any building permit being issued.

505.08.02	Curb and Gutter Required

For all new buildings to be constructed and for all additions to existing buildings, the size of which is twenty-five percent (25%) or greater of the size of the existing building, for all renovations, the cost of which is twenty-five percent (25%) or greater of the value of the building prior to renovation and for any change in use from residential to commercial, all parking and drives shall be bordered by standard curb and gutter.

[bookmark: _Toc10868375][bookmark: _Toc10871255]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

505.09.  Sign Standards.

505.09.01 Ground Signs

Ground signs as specified in Article VI, Section 602 are permitted provided they are affixed to the ground in a permanent manner and provided there is a minimum of twenty-five (25) square feet of landscaping around the base of the sign.  Ground signs exclusively serving sites of less than three (3) acres shall not exceed seventy-five (75) square feet in size nor exceed the height of adjacent building or twenty-five (25) feet, whichever is less.  Setback of all ground signs in the Jefferson Street Overlay District shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet from the property lines.  Billboards are prohibited.

505.09.02 Attached Signs

The total surface area of an attached sign shall not exceed, in square feet, one times the linear feet that is the horizontal length of the wall to which the sign is attached.  The surface area shall be measured as specified in Article VI, Section 602.  An additional one square feet of surface shall be allowed for each foot which the building on which the sign is to be located is set back beyond the front yard requirements as specified by this Ordinance.  Notwithstanding these provisions, a maximum of two (2) square feet for each linear foot that is the horizontal length of the wall on which the sign is to be attached shall be permitted.  For multi-tenant buildings, the total area as specified above shall be distributed among each business therein according to the linear feet frontage occupied by each business.  Internally lit box signs are discouraged.

[bookmark: _Toc10868376][bookmark: _Toc10871256]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

Section 505.10.  Parking Lot/Access Driveways.

505.010.01 Number of Driveways

The number of driveways connecting to Jefferson Street shall be kept to a minimum.  Not more than one (1) driveway shall be allowed per site, for each street on which the site has frontage.  A one-way pair shall be considered one (1) driveway.  On Jefferson Street, driveways shall be shared to the extent possible.  Specifically, two (2) adjoining businesses shall share a common drive.

505.010.02 Distance from Intersection

Driveways shall be a minimum of fifty (50) feet from any street intersection.

505.010.03 Separation of Driveways

On sites with greater than two hundred (200) feet of frontage, a second driveway may be allowed.  On sites with a greater than five hundred (500) feet of frontage, a third driveway may be allowed.  On sites with greater than eight hundred (800) feet of frontage, a fourth driveway may be allowed.  All such driveways shall be a minimum of two hundred (200) feet apart.

[bookmark: _Toc10868377][bookmark: _Toc10871257]Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, 3-18-97

SECTION 506.  TRI-PARK OVERLAY DISTRICT.

506.01 Purpose and Intent.

506.01.01 Findings:  The provisions of this Part are based on the findings that the City of Laurel, through the Laurel Planning Commission, has given reasonable consideration to, among other things, the character of the districts and their peculiar suitability for particular uses, with a view for conserving the value of buildings and encouraging the most appropriate use of land.

506.01.02 The purpose and intent of the Tri-Park Overlay District are defined as the following:

1. Maintain and increase the values of the properties located within said district;
2. Make the district a better, cleaner, safer, and more beautiful area in which to live;
3. Protect and promote the visual quality of the area;
4. Preserve the character and style of the overlay district neighborhood;
5. Prevent the development of property that would be out of character with the predominant style in the area and which would adversely affect the property values or hurt the potential for continued and prolonged prosperity of the area; and,
6. Promote the more efficient enforcement of city laws and/or codes pertaining to the same.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1451-2004, 12-21-04

506.02 Location and Applicability.

506.02.01 Location:  The following property is hereby designated as the Tri-Park Overlay District and is described in the back of this section for reference purposes (see complete Ordinance No. 1451-2004, 12-21-2004).  The boundaries are known as from N. 10th Ave. to Front Street and from W. 5th St. to W. 13th St. which includes Daphne Park, Euclid Park and Gardiner Park.

506.02.02 Applicability:  This district has been studied and has been reviewed by all applicable laws and/or codes and has been determined that the following outlined laws and/or codes will provide a stronger means of enforcing property maintenance and zoning requirements and will concentrate the city’s code enforcement resources in areas of greatest need. 

Source:  Ordinance No. Ordinance No. 1451-2004, 12-21-04

506.03 Specific Codes.

The following specific codes will provide a stronger means of enforcing property maintenance and zoning requirements and will concentrate the city’s code enforcement resources in areas of greatest needs in this designated neighborhood.

506.03.01 Abandoned and Junked Vehicles.
A. Abandoned vehicles on public property:  Any abandoned vehicle left unattended or forsaken upon any public street or other public property within the Tri-Park Overlay District for a period longer than twenty-four (24) hours constitute a public nuisance.
B. Junked vehicles on private property:  A junked vehicle is a vehicle which either does not have a current license plate and does not have a current safety inspection sticker or which cannot be driven legally on the streets of Laurel.  Any junked vehicle, which is visible from the street and is left upon any private property within the Tri-Park Overlay District for a period longer than ten (10) days constitutes a public nuisance.

506.03.02  Clotheslines.
Clotheslines, clothing, or other household fabrics may not be placed, hung, dried, or aired so that they are visible from a public street.

506.03.03  Fences.
Fence height is regulated depending on where the fence is located on the property.  No fence shall exceed eight (8) feet in height on the side or rear of the property.  No fence shall exceed four (4) feet in height on the front of the property from the building line and shall be visually opened to the structure.

506.03.04 Portable Metal Carports and/or Sheds.
The Tri-Park Overlay District shall not permit the placement of
portable metal carports and/or sheds in the front and side yards of all Residential properties.

506.03.05 Garage Conversions.
The sole function of a garage is to house vehicles.  Garages                         cannot be used as living quarters as they create a safety hazard to the occupant and the neighborhood.  No garage may be converted or partitioned for providing additional habitable space unless approved by the City Inspection Department.
	
506.03.06  Garbage.
Uncollected and unwrapped garbage has visual and health impacts.  To keep the Tri-Park Overlay District clean, garbage must not be allowed to accumulate in such a way as to create a fire, health, or other safety hazard.  Trash shall be placed in garbage cans with tight fitting lids, plastic garbage bags or cardboard boxes.  Leaves, yard clippings, pine straw, tree branches, shrubbery, cardboard boxes and brush shall be piled neatly at the garbage collection site.  Discarded furniture, appliances with doors removed, water heaters, mattresses, bed springs, and other large objects shall be kept in a place not visible from the street until arrangements have been made with the city.  The garbage site shall be either in the alley or front street whichever the city determines.  Property owners or occupants are responsible for maintaining the garbage collection area in a clean and neat manner.  A household shall not be allowed to have more than three (3) thirty (30) gallon containers of garbage per pick up day.

           506.03.07  Home or Building Exteriors. 
                 The property owner and/or tenant shall be responsible for the 
                  following:  repair of broken windows; repair of ripped or torn 
                  screens; repair and replacement, if necessary, of exterior doors; 
                  elimination of aluminum foil from windows; maintaining the 
                  exterior wood surfaces to prevent the peeling of paint; 
                  treatment of wood destroying insects or rodent infestation; and 
                  treatment and repair of dry rot.

506.03.08 Interior Furniture Located Outside.
No one can keep any upholstered furniture not manufactured for outdoor use, including stuffed chairs, stuffed couches, mattresses and recliners in any front yard, side yard, rear yard, or any other area visible from the street.

506.03.09 Landscape.
The homeowner shall be responsible for the maintenance of all landscaping which shall be maintained in good condition so as to present a healthy, neat and orderly appearance and shall be kept free from overgrown vegetation, refuse or debris.  Minimum landscape standards are as follows:
a. Overgrown vegetation is characterized as thick weeds and grasses and shall not exceed six (6) inches in height.  Overgrown trees, vines, shrubs may also be classified as overgrown vegetation.  Overgrown vegetation is unsightly and can be a health hazard since rodents, snakes, and other pests are attracted to these areas.  In the event that trees, shrubs, or other landscaped materials should die, such materials shall be removed and/or replaced within thirty (30) days.
b. Fifty (50) percent of the front yard must be landscaped with grass.  Fifteen (15) percent of the front yard may then consist of shrubs, flowers, and bedding plants that may also include decorative landscaping materials.  A maximum of thirty-five (35) percent of the front yard may be used for parking.
c. All landscaping must be maintained with regard to the mowing of grass, raking of leaves, and maintenance of landscape beds in the property.
d. All landscaping must be maintained to insure its continued growth.
e. Owners or occupants of lots in the City within this district abutting on any sidewalk shall not permit weeds, grass or any kind of vegetative growth to grow over and cover the sidewalk, whether paved or unpaved, on which lots may abut, whether lots or property are occupied or not, and it shall be the duty of every owner of property and occupants thereof to keep all sidewalks on which their property abuts free from weeds, grass or vegetative growth.
f. All residential properties shall be brought into compliance with the terms of this part (Section 3, Paragraph 3) within six (6) months.

506.03.010 Littering. 
No person shall litter in the Tri-Park Overlay District.  Property
owners and/or occupants shall have the responsibility to pick-up litter on their property.  Property owners and/or occupants shall have the responsibility to pick-up litter in the streets of their properties.

	506.03.11  Noise. 
This section is intended to allow residents the quiet enjoyment of their homes.  No person shall recklessly engage in or be responsible for loud or unruly conduct, which disrupts another person in his or her home.
a. Loud Music:  Music shall not be played loud enough to heard more than fifty (50) feet away.
b. Loud Cars:  Car radios and/or stereos shall not be played loud enough to heard more than fifty (50) feet away.
c. Barking Dogs:  Barking dogs shall not be allowed to disturb the neighbors by incessant barking.
d. Yelling and Shouting:  Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling, singing, or blowing horns on the public streets or at any time or place is not allowed.

506.03.12  Parking. 
Motor vehicles must be parked on an all-weathered surface such as black top, brick, concrete, or gravel.  Only runners made of an all-weathered surface shall be used for driveways 
and parking spaces located in the front yard.  No vehicle shall be parked on the lawn, the yard, or the sidewalk.  No motor home, trailer, water-craft, mobile home or aircraft, operable or inoperable, may be parked on front yard, side yard, or on the street for longer than three (3) days.
The Tri-Park Overlay District shall now prohibit the parking of advertised, commercial vehicles parked on city streets in the described boundaries during the weekday hours from 5 o’clock p.m. to 5 o’clock a.m. and on the weekends.  This includes logging trucks, agricultural product trucks, and any other obviously commercial vehicle whether or not a company name appears on the vehicle.  These types of commercial vehicles shall be parked in commercial zones or parked in residential driveways, carports or garages.  No vehicle shall be parked on the lawn, the yard, or the sidewalk.  Parking of emergency or “on-call” vehicles on the city streets may be considered and allowed on a case to case basis provided there is no possible way the vehicle can be parked off-street, but this allowance is not taken to allow such parking when the vehicle is not “on-call” nor does it allow parking that causes a traffic obstruction. 

Source:  Ordinance No. 1550-2009, Sec. 506.03.12, 12-08-09

506.03.013 [bookmark: _Hlk32999428]Animal Control. 
Dogs must be leashed at all times while outside a secured area.  No dog may be permitted to run at large.  Dog owners are responsible for picking up their own pet’s feces and disposing of them properly in a trash receptacle.  Any and all damages caused by a pet are the responsibility of the pet owner.  Incessant barking or other excessive or persistent noise is not permitted.  Dogs must not be left outside unattended except within the confines of a proper fence or an invisible fence that has been installed.  No chained dogs shall be permitted.  No animals, livestock, or poultry of any kind shall be raised, bred or kept on any of said property, except that dogs, cats, or other household pets may be kept provided they are not kept, bred or maintained for any commercial purposes.  These requirements shall be brought into compliance within six (6) months.

506.03.014 Residential Occupancy. 
Each home shall have at least one hundred fifty (150) square feet of floor space for the first occupant and at least a hundred (100) square feet of floor space for each additional occupant.  Every room occupied for sleeping purposes shall have at least seventy (70) square feet for one occupant and every room occupied for sleeping purposes by more than one occupant must have at least fifty (50) square feet of floor space for each occupant.  No basement or cellar space shall be used as livable space unless it meets certain city building requirements.

506.03.015 Garage Sales. 
No one shall hold more than two (2) garage sales a year.  A garage or home sale cannot last more than four (4) days.  A garage sale must be conducted in a home, garage, yard, accessory building, or driveway.

506.04 Enforcement Provisions.

The enforcement provisions for these specific codes will be addressed and determined in accordance to Ordinance No. 1287-1997m with all applicable existing amendments, known as an Environmental Court Ordinance, which will allow certain ordinances and sections of the Laurel Code of Ordinances for the City of Laurel to be enforced by said municipal court after issuance of a municipal offense ticket.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1451-2004, 12-21-04


SECTION 507.  DOWNTOWN SOCIAL DISTRICT

507.01. Creation and Designation of Leisure and Recreation District

             A.   Pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1 of Senate Bill 2612, 2017 Regular 
        Session of the Mississippi Legislature, there is hereby created a “Leisure and
        Recreation District (District)”, within the corporate limits of the City of Laurel

	B    The previously mentioned District shall be known as the “Downtown Social 
       District” and shall be further defined by a line running as follows:

	         Beginning at the intersection of 5th Street and 6th Avenue and running easterly
                          along 5th Street/Sawmill Road to the intersection of Spec Wilson Boulevard, 
                          thence running southwesterly along Spec Wilson Boulevard to the 
                          intersection of Carroll Gartin Boulevard, thence running northwesterly along 
                          Carroll Gartin Boulevard to the intersection of Leontyne Price Boulevard, 
                          thence running northerly along Leontyne Price Boulevard/6th Avenue to
                          the Point of Beginning.

            C.    The Newly created District is geographically represented by a map attached hereto. 
[image: DOWNTOWN SOCIAL DISTRICT MAP]
                               The map is available upon request.


     507.02.    Rules and Regulations to Be Observed within the District	
                   Any on premise retail alcoholic beverage permittee (herein “permittee”) 
       located within the above described district shall comply with all laws, rules 
       and regulations, which govern its license type, except that a patron, guest or 
       member of the licensee may remove an open container of alcoholic beverage 
       and wine from the licensed premises and may possess and consume the 
       alcoholic beverage and wine outside of a licensed premise anywhere within 
       the boundaries of the District subject to the following regulations:

	1.     A person may not enter a licensed premise with an alcoholic 
                    beverage whether acquired at that licensed premises, or elsewhere.
 
	2.     A permittee located in the District shall allow alcoholic beverages to 
                    be removed from the licensed premises only in a paper or plastic cup, 
                    not larger than 16 fluid ounces in size, and no such alcoholic beverage 
                    shall be removed from the licensed premises in a can, bottle, glass 
                    container or other container, except as otherwise allowed by law.

3.    Within the boundaries of the District, a permittee may allow light wine 
        and beer to be removed from the licensed premises in a paper or plastic 
        cup, not larger than 16 fluid ounces in size. All requirements and 
        provisions of this Ordinance regarding alcoholic beverages shall 
        also apply to light wine and beer.

4.    No permittee shall allow a patron, guest or member to exit its 
       licensed premises with more than one open container of alcoholic 
       beverages, and it shall be unlawful for any person to exit such 
       licensed premises with more than one open container of alcoholic 
       beverage.

 		5.     Permittees located in the District shall post, at all points of egress from 
                                the licensed premises, a map of the boundaries of the District in which
                                it is located.  This map shall be provided, either in electronic or paper 
                                form, to permittees by the City upon request of the permittees.  The 
                                map is available upon request.

 6.     Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to require a permittee 
         located in the District to allow its patrons to remove alcoholic beverages
         or wine, in open containers, from the licensed premises.

 7.      All ordinances or any parts thereof in conflict with this ordinance are 
          hereby declared to be inapplicable within the geographic boundaries 
          of the District.

Authority:  §1 of Senate Bill 2612, 2017 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature;  

 Source:  Ordinance No. 1660-2017, 6-20-2017

Cross Reference:  Chapter 3,§67



	ARTICLE VI.  SPECIAL REGULATIONS

SECTION 601.  OFF-STREET AUTOMOBILE AND VEHICLE PARKING
    AND LOADING.

601.01.  General Intent and Application.

It is the intent of these requirements that adequate off-street parking and loading facilities be provided for each use of land within the jurisdiction of this Ordinance.  These requirements shall be applied in all Districts except the C-4 Central Business District.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, Art. VI, 3-18-97

601.02.  Size of Automobile Parking and Storage Space.

For the purpose of this Section a parking or automobile storage space shall be computed on the basis of one hundred eighty (180) square feet per space plus area required for access lanes and driveways.  Such required parking or storage spaces shall mean off the right-of-way of a street or place, however may occupy portions of required open space or yard requirements when such is approved by the Planning Commission.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

601.03.  All-Weather Surface Required.

Parking facilities for residential, commercial and industrial uses shall have an all-weather surface, be properly drained to prevent ponding and shall be maintained free of trash and rubbish.

Any parking area containing over ten (10) vehicles shall provide storm water run-off data to the Planning Commission for its consideration and approval of the Engineering Department.

Parking facilities for all commercial uses shall be asphalted or concreted.  No gravel surfaces shall be permitted.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1410-2002, Sec. I, 7-16-02; Ordinance No. 1431-2003, § I, 8-5-03

601.04.  Off-Street Automobile Parking and Storage.
Off-street automobile parking or storage space shall be provided on every lot on which any of the uses stated in this Section are hereafter established.  Where space is not available on the lot, space shall be provided within three hundred (300) feet of such uses and such space shall have vehicular access to a street or alley and shall be equal in area to at least the minimum requirements for the specific use or uses as set forth herein:




USE				REQUIRED PARKING SPACE
__________________________________________________________

Single-family dwellings:	2 parking spaces for each dwelling unit

Multi-family dwellings:	2 parking spaces for each dwelling unit

Mobile homes:		2 parking spaces for each dwelling unit

Hotels, motels, tourist		1 parking space for each guest or sleeping
homes, tourist courts,		room or suite, plus 1 parking space for each
and rooming houses:		3 employees on the largest shift.

Private clubs, lodges,		1 parking space for each 50 square feet
fraternities and sororities:	of total floor area in the auditorium, assembly
hall, dining room in such building and 1 space
per sleeping room.

Theaters, auditoriums,		1 parking space for each 4 seats in the building or 
stadiums, gymnasiums,	structure, based on maximum seating capacity.
convention halls and 		
and other places of
public assembly:

Day Care Centers		1 parking space for each four (4) children receiving
(Children):			care at the center based on the maximum number of children approved on the license granted by the Health Department.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1240-1994, § I, 601.04, 7-5-94

Elementary Schools:		1½ parking spaces for each classroom.

Junior High Schools:		5 parking spaces for each classroom.

Secondary Schools:		10 parking spaces for each classroom.

Business colleges and		1 parking space for each 2 student seats at 
Trade schools:			maximum enrollment.

Hospitals:			1 parking space for each 2 beds intended for patients, excluding bassinets, and 1 space for each 3 employees plus 1 space for each staff doctor.

Sanatoriums, nursing		1 parking space for each 8 beds plus 1 space for
homes, convalescent 		each 2 employees or staff members.
homes, orphanages:		

Dental Clinic:			2 parking spaces for each examining room, plus 1 space for each 3 employees and 1 space for each doctor.

Medical Clinic:		1 parking space for each 100 square feet of gross floor area plus 1 space for each 3 employees and 1 space for each doctor.

Funeral Homes:		1 parking space for each 3 seats in parlors and chapels.

Business and Commercial
Uses:

  Type A: 1.  Retail sales/	1 parking space for each 200 s.f. of retail floor space food stores, 
				Department plus 1 parking space for each 3 employees on largest
				stores shift.
  
    2.  Personal		1 parking space for each 100 s.f. of retail floor space 
         Services		plus 1 parking space for each 3 employees on the
         establishments	largest shift
	         barber and, 
	         beauty shops
	         dry cleaning, shoe repair.

Source: Ordinance No. 1201-1993, § IV, 601.04, 1-19-92

   Type B: Office and 		1 parking space for each 200 s.f. of office space, 
                professional
	    buildings excluding
	    medical/dental clinics
	    or offices.

               Entertainment including	1 parking space for each 200 s.f. of gross floor space.
               skating rinks, dance 
               halls, exhibit halls
               without permanent 
               seating arrangements.


   Type C: Financial -		1 parking space for each 300 s.f. of gross floor area.
                institutions:			

   Type D: Furniture &		1 parking space for each 500 s.f. of gross sales or shop area.
                 appliance stores,		
                 antique shops, repair
                 shops, kennels and
                 animal hospitals:

                Drive-In retail         Minimum of 5 parking spaces, plus 1 space for
                business		each 300 s.f. of retail floor area.
                convenience 
                type grocery:	

               Wholesale, general	1 parking space for each 2 employees based on 
                business and            maximum employment and 1 space for each
                warehouses:	            vehicle to be stored or stopped simultaneously

               Industrial and 	1 parking space for each 400 s.f. of gross floor area or per 4
               Manufacturing	employees, on largest shift, whichever is least, plus 1 space for
               establishments:	each vehicle to be stored or stopped simultaneously or as determined by the Planning Commission.

 	  Eating 		1½ parking spaces for each 100 s.f. of gross floor area.
	  establishments		
 	  and taverns:			

 	  Drive-in eating	Minimum of 10 parking spaces, plus 1 space for each 4 seats
	  establishments:	of total capacity.
				
	  Automobile Service:	2 parking spaces for each grease rack or similar facility; 1 parking space for each gas pump, plus 1 space for each employee on duty.

	  Bus terminals:	5 parking spaces for each loading or unloading bay.

	  Auto sales and repair:1 parking space for each employee at maximum employment on a single shift; 2 spaces for each 300 s.f. of auto repair or sales space.

	  Other uses:		Parking requirements for uses other than those stated in this Section shall be determined by the Planning Commission.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

601.05.  Combined Parking.

The required parking space for any number of separate uses may be combined in one (1) lot but the required space assigned to one (1) use may not be assigned to another use at the same time, except that one-half (½) of the parking space required for churches, theaters, or assembly halls whose peak attendance will be at night or on Sunday may be assigned to a use which will be closed at nights or on Sundays.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

601.06.  Off-Street Loading and Unloading Space.

Every building or structure used for business, trade or industry shall provide space as indicated herein for the loading and unloading of vehicles.  Such space shall have access to a public street or alley.

(1)	Retail business:  Minimum of one (1) space of five hundred (500) square feet per location plus one (1) space of three hundred (300) square feet for each three thousand (3,000) square feet of floor area.

(2)	Wholesaling and industry:  Minimum of one (1) space of five hundred (500) square feet per location or one (1) space of five hundred (500) square feet for each ten thousand (10,000) square feet of floor area, whichever is the greater.

(3)	Bus and truck terminals:  Sufficient space to accommodate the maximum number of buses or trucks to be stored or to be loading or unloading at the terminal at any one time.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

601.07.  Storage or Use of Major Recreational Equipment.

For purposes of these regulations, major recreational equipment is defined as including boats and boat trailers, travel trailer, pick-up campers or coaches (designed to be mounted on automotive vehicles), motorized dwellings, tent trailers and the like, and cases or boxes used for transporting recreational equipment, whether occupied by such equipment or not.  No major recreational equipment shall be parked or stored on any lot in a residential district in a front yard or on-street, provided, however, that such equipment may be parked anywhere on residential premises for not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours during loading or unloading.  No such equipment shall be used for living, sleeping or housekeeping purposes when parked or stored on a residential lot, or in any way location not approved for such use, unless the owner has obtained a permit for such use from the Inspection Department, except when the owner is from out-of-town and is visiting a Laurel resident, in which case no permit shall be required for the first three (3) days of the visit.  Such permit shall be for a period of a maximum of thirty (30) days, renewable once.  No more than one (1) such permit, plus (1) renewal, shall be issued for any one (1) address during any twelve (12) month period.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1201-1993, § IV, 601.07, 1-19-93



SECTION 602.  GENERAL SIGN REGULATIONS.

602.01.  General Description.

The purpose of this Section is to establish general requirements which regulate the type, location, height and size of specific signs and outdoor displays as they relate to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Laurel, Mississippi.

 The following signs and/or sign regulations are allowable and shall apply as described, in addition to any other more specific sign standards of the City of Laurel.

602.01.01 A permit application is required when any owner, authorized agent, or contractor desires to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, or change a sign on a building or location on the premise and said person shall first make application to the Inspection Department and obtain the required permit for the work.  EXCEPTION:  Permits shall not be required for regular maintenance to an existing sign, such as cleaning and repainting, or to replace a face with the same identical contents.

602.01.02 Therefore, a permit is required for all sign installation including permanent ground, wall, marquee, canopy, roof and trailer/portable signs, except for those signs two (2) square feet or less in size and designed for identification purposes only.

602.01.03 The permit fee for a sign valued at Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or less shall be one-half (½) of the minimum fee for a building permit.  The permit fee for all other signs shall be based on the building permit fee schedule.  However, a sign permit shall become null and void if (1) the work for which the permit was issued has not been completed within a period of six (6) months after the date of the permit; (2) the sign varies in any respect from the approved design or location.  A new sign application with fee is required in the event of any nullification.

602.01.04 No permit is required for advertising banners; however, the use of advertising banners is limited as follows:

(1) Banners are allowed for special events, as defined by the Zoning Ordinance.  Banners are not considered permanent signs and may not be used indefinitely or in lieu of permanent signs.
(2) Advertising banners may only remain in place during a specified special event and must be removed at the conclusion of that event.  No banner may remain on site for more than thirty (30) days at a time.  The use of banners is limited to two (2) banners per site.
(3) Banners must be kept in good repair and must not be allowed to become damaged or dilapidated.  Any banner that is not in good repair must be replaced immediately.  If a banner becomes damaged prior to the conclusion of the special event, another banner may be installed but no additional time is granted for the replacement banner.  No banner can be located on any property without the prior consent of the property owner.  No banner or advertising material may be placed on any tree, bush, shrubbery, utility pole, traffic sign, fence or street marker on public right-of-way.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1118-1988, § VII, 602.01, 6-7-88; Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, Art. VI, 3-18-97; Ordinance No. 1353-1999, §I, A, 602.01, 10-19-99; Ordinance No. 1454-2004, § I, 12-21-04

602.02.  Commercial Signs Within Fifty (50) Feet of Residentially Zoned
  Properties.

Signs located within fifty (50) feet of R-1 or R-2 Residential Districts shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in height, thirty (30) square feet in area, and one hundred (100) footlamberts in luminance to be directed away from said residential area, or shall adhere to the commercial district regulations, whichever is more restrictive.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1986, 8-6-85

602.03.  Trailer/Portable Signs. 

Trailer and/or portable signs are permitted in certain zoning districts of the City as designated in this Ordinance and shall conform to the following:

602.03.01	Trailer/portable signs shall not be permitted in a Residential District or Commercial C-1, C-1A, C-1B and C-4 Districts, except that a religious institution may place a temporary trailer/portable sign on its premises after securing a permit and provided said sign conforms to the provisions of this Ordinance.  The use of such temporary sign may not exceed thirty (30) days and not more than two (2) separate occasions during a twelve (12) month period.

602.03.02	A permit, which must be renewed annually, is required before the placing of any trailer/portable sign and the permit number shall be painted on or otherwise affixed to the sign. The permit fee for a trailer/portable sign shall be one-half (½) the minimum fee for a Building Permit as established by the City Council at the time of application for said permit.  Both the owner of the sign and the person installing the sign are responsible for the permit.  If any sign is placed without an approved permit or placed in an illegal location or is abandoned, the City shall give notice to the apparent owner of the sign to correct such violation.  If the violation is not corrected by the specified time, the City shall remove the sign and hold it until the fine and/or moving fee are paid.

602.03.03	Trailer/portable signs shall be allowed only when in compliance with all applicable provisions of the National Electrical Code (latest adopted edition) and in addition shall meet all the following requirements:

The internal wiring of an outdoor sign that is portable or mobile and is readily accessible shall be supplied from, and protected by, ground-fault circuit-interrupters identified for use with portable electric signs, thereby providing protection for personnel.  The required ground-fault circuit-interrupter shall be permitted on or within the sign as an integral part of the attachment plug or the supply plug connected to the sign.  Conductive supports of a sign covered by this Section shall be considered part of the sign.

The electrical supply cord shall not exceed eight (8) feet in length and, in no instance, shall any exposed supply cord be placed across any pedestrian walkway, such as a sidewalk, or any vehicular driveway.

602.03.04	No sign shall be located so as to interfere with driver visibility of the streets, roads or thoroughfares or the visibility of any traffic control device or sign.  Any sign maintaining less than seven (7) feet of vertical clearance between the sign display surface and the ground shall be set back at least twenty (20) feet from the intersection right-of-way line of two (2) streets.  See diagram below.

In addition, when the location is not at an intersection, all trailer/portable signs shall be set back ten (10) feet from the curb, or, in the absence of a curb, fifteen (15) feet from the edge of the street pavement; however, in no event is the sign to be placed on public property or right-of-way.  The Superintendent of Inspection shall have the power to order the removal or relocation of any sign found to interfere with driver visibility.

602.03.05	Signs shall either be so designed or anchored to the ground in such a manner as to prevent them from being blown over in a sixty (60) mile per hour windstorm, as per the Standard Building Code.

602.03.06	No sign shall contain any exposed lightbulb which emits white light or contain any flashing, chasing, pulsating or oscillating lights.  All exposed bulbs shall be color coated and shall not exceed sixty (60) watt bulbs.

602.03.07	No sign shall be placed on public right-of-way or on other public property without written consent from the owner.  No off-premise sign shall be permitted without written consent of the property owner.

602.03.08	Only one (1) trailer/portable sign shall be allowed per business and the square footage of a trailer/portable sign shall be considered as part of the square footage for ground mounted signs as per other Sections of this Ordinance; however, in the event there is more than one (1) business on one (1) premise, an additional trailer/portable sign shall be allowed for each four hundred (400) linear feet of street frontage in excess of the first four hundred (400) linear feet of street frontage, with each trailer/portable sign to be spaced at least four hundred (400) feet apart.  This limitation applies regardless of the number of businesses per premise.

602.03.09	No trailer/portable sign shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.

602.03.10	All trailer/portable signs now in use shall be brought into conformance with the provisions of 602.03.01, 602.03.02, 602.03.04, 602.03.05, 602.03.06, 602.03.07, 602.03.08 and 602.03.09 within ninety (90) days from the date on which this Ordinance goes into effect.  All trailer/portable signs now in use shall be brought into conformance with the provisions of 602.03.03 within six (6) months from the date on which this Ordinance goes into effect.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1118-1988, § VIII, 602.03, 6-7-88

602.04.  Signs or Sign Conditions Not Permitted.

Following is a list of those signs and/or sign conditions which are not permitted within the City of Laurel, Mississippi

602.04.01	Any sign which by reason of size, shape, content, coloring, location or manner of illumination interferes with driver visibility of any traffic control device or sign.  Any sign which resembles any traffic control or emergency device or sign which creates any traffic hazard is not allowed.

602.04.02	Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or to a building, such as "A" Frame or Sandwich Board, Sidewalk and Curb Signs.

602.04.03	Any sign which:
a.	Bears or contains statements, words or pictures of an obscene, pornographic, immoral character, or which contains advertising matter which is untruthful; 
b.	Emits audible sound, odor or visible matter.

602.04.04	Any sign with flashing, chasing, pulsating, and/or oscillating lights.

602.04.05	Any sign or any type of advertising material including political signs, written on or affixed upon any tree, bush, shrubbery, utility pole, traffic sign, fence or street marker on public right-of-way.   

Source:  Ordinance No. 1348-1999, §I, 8-17-99

602.04.06	Any sign placed on, in or over any private property without the written consent of the property owner; nor shall any sign be placed on, in, or over any public property including public right-of-way without the written consent of the public authority having jurisdiction over the property.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

602.05.  On-Premise Sign Regulations.

For the purpose of this Ordinance all uses that may be made of land within the City of Laurel shall be considered to be contained in one (1) of these ten (10) categories.  These categories group the zoning classifications as established in the cited Zoning Ordinance.  Particular uses included in each category shall be as defined herein.  Sign standards for uses not specifically mentioned shall be the same as for the most similar use noted.  The seven (7) major categories of land use in the City of Laurel are as follows:

602.05.01	Lower Density One-Family and Two-Family Residential Uses (R-1, R-2).

602.05.02	Medium-Higher Density Multi-Family and Mobile Home Residential Uses (R-3 and R-4).
602.05.03	Restricted Commercial Use (C-1).

602.05.04	General Commercial Use (C-2).

602.05.05	Heavy Commercial Use (C-3).

602.05.06	Reserved. 

602.05.07 Industrial Uses (I-1 through I-3).  

602.05.08 Professional Office Use (C-1A).

602.05.09 Medical/Professional Commercial Use (C-1B).

602.05.010 Central Business District Use (C-4).

	Each use is allowed a maximum of one (1) ground-mounted and one (1) building-mounted sign per street frontage, except for wall signs for commercial and industrial uses which shall not be limited in number, but shall not exceed the total allowable area.  Height, area and location are to be regulated as set forth for the particular use category.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1292-1997, §I, Art. VI, 3-18-97

602.06.  Principal Land Uses Determined.

In a complex of various uses such as an office building or shopping center, the use of the property to be used in determining the sign standards to be complied with shall be the "principal use."  In such complexes the principal use shall be allowed one (1) ground-mounted sign and one (1) building-mounted sign per street frontage, and each separate use located within the complex shall be allowed one (1) building-mounted wall sign per street frontage.  The combined total sign area for individual businesses within a premises or complex shall not exceed the total allowed wall and ground-mounted sign area permitted in this Ordinance.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

602.07.  Criteria in Determining Area.

Premises fronting on more than one (1) public right-of-way shall not combine permissible sign area of one (1) frontage with that of another frontage, except that premises fronting on corner streets may combine permissible sign area on one (1) frontage if it does not exceed the maximum allowable sign area of that zoning classification.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

602.08.  Criteria in Determining Setback.

Signs shall be so constructed so as to permit adequate driver visibility of any traffic control device or sign, and of the street, road, thoroughfare or expressway.  Ground-mounted signs maintaining less than seven (7) feet of vertical clearance between the sign display surface and the ground shall be set back at least twenty (20) feet from the intersecting right-of-way line of two (2) streets.  In addition, all ground-mounted signs shall comply with the setback provisions for on-premise and off-premise signs, as stated in this Article.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

602.09.  Rotating Signs.

One (1) rotating ground-mounted sign is permissible only on a corner lot and only when it replaces or substitutes for the two (2) ground-mounted signs allowable per corner lot street frontage, subject to the restrictions on rotating signs as stated within the zoning categories of this Article.  Rotating signs shall not rotate at a rate of more than six (6) revolutions per minute.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85 

602.10.  Projecting, Marquee and Under the Canopy Signs.

Projecting, marquee and under the canopy signs shall be at least eight (8) feet at their lowest levels above the street or ground level, and shall not project over a sidewalk or other public property nor project by more than five (5) feet beyond the building line.  The criteria for sign area of each sign type is as follows:

602.10.01	Projecting Sign:  Formula for area is as follows:  forty (40) square feet plus one (1) square foot for each one (1) foot of building height, not to exceed eighty (80) square feet in area.

602.10.02	Marquee Signs:  The sign area of marquee signs shall be included within the maximum area for wall signs and said total shall not exceed the designated area of the respective zoning classifications, as stated in this Article.

602.10.03	Under the Canopy Sign:  The sign area of canopy signs shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet.

The provisions for sign area shall apply to each side of the sign.  No projecting, marquee or canopy sign shall project within two (2) feet of the street curb.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

602.11.  Sign Regulations for Residential Uses.

The purpose of this Section is to regulate the location, height, area and permitted uses of on-premise signs in conjunction with residential land uses located generally within the Residential Zoning Districts as established in the Zoning Ordinance.

602.11.01	Lower Density Residential Uses (R-1, R-2):  No commercial advertising shall be allowed; only signs denoting the name and address of occupants are allowed.  Temporary and permanent subdivision signs are allowed, not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.

(A)	Ground-Mounted Signs - Allowed:

1.	Area - Maximum area stall not exceed two (2) square feet, except that for a religious institution maximum area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.

2.	Height - Maximum mounting height not to exceed eight (8) feet.

(B)	Building-Mounted Signs:

1.	Wall Signs - Allowed:

a.	Area - Maximum area shall not exceed two (2) square feet, except for a religious institution maximum area shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet.

b.	Height - May be located on a facade of the building (including wing walls and other architectural elements) but not higher than the eave line or rafter line of the wall on which located, whichever is higher.

2.	Projecting Signs - Not permitted.

3.	Roof Signs - Not permitted.

4.	Marquee Signs - Not permitted.

5.	Canopy Signs - Not permitted.

(C)	Temporary Trailer Signs - Not permitted.

(D)	Illuminated Signs - May be externally illuminated but not greater than fifty (50) footlamberts of luminance.

(E)	Animated Signs - Not permitted.

(F)	Rotating Signs - Not permitted.

(G)	Political Signs - Allowed.

1.	Unlimited yard signs for political candidates not to exceed three hundred (300) square inches in size, which are exempt from the requirement of a permit.

2.	One (1) ground-mounted political sign, not to exceed sixteen (16) square feet in size, on a vacant lot with a street frontage of fifty (50) linear feet or more or on a developed lot with a street frontage in excess of one hundred (100) linear feet for a period of two (2) months before a primary or general election.  Such signs must be removed within five (5) days for unsuccessful candidates in a primary election and within five (5) days following a general election.

(H)	Rummage/Garage/Yard Sale Signs - Ground-mounted signs, not to exceed eleven (11) inches by seventeen (17) inches in size, giving directions to the location of such a sale.  Such signs cannot be located on public property, including right-of-way, parks, etc., and must be removed within forty-eight (48) hours after the end of the sale.  Such signs are exempt from the requirement of a permit.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1221-1993, § III , 602.11,01 G. & H., 10-19-93

602.11.02	Medium-High Density Residential Uses (R-3, R-4):  No commercial advertising is allowed; only signs denoting the name and address of the complex or religious institution or name and address of the occupants are allowed.  Signs of the complex shall be of permanent construction and shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.

(A)	Ground-Mounted Signs - Allowed:

1.	Area - Maximum area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet for sign of apartment complex or religious institution.  Maximum area shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet for day care centers, medical/professional offices, hospitals and nursing homes; except that maximum areas for hospitals and nursing homes may be increased through a Conditional Use Permit.

2.	Height - Maximum mounting height not to exceed eight (8) feet, except when a greater height is allowed in a Conditional Use permit for a hospital or nursing home.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1207-1993, § I, 602.11.02, 1. & 2., 4-14-93

(B)	Building-Mounted Signs:

1.	Wall Signs - Allowed, excluding billboards: 

a.	Area - Wall signs denoting the name and address of the complex area allowed to a maximum area of five percent (5%) of the facade area on which the signs are mounted. Each dwelling unit of the complex is allowed one (1) wall-mounted sign not to exceed two (2) square feet in area.  A religious institution is allowed one (1) wall-mounted sign not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.

b.	Height - Wall signs may be located on a facade of the building (including wing walls and other architectural elements) but not higher than the eave or rafter line of the wall on which located, whichever is higher.

2.	Projecting Signs - Not permitted.

3.	Roof Signs - Not permitted.

4.	Canopy Signs - Not permitted.

(C)	Trailer/Portable Signs - Not permitted.

(D)	Illuminated Signs - Sign may be illuminated by steady indirect lighting which does not exceed one hundred (100) footlamberts of luminance and which does not reflect on adjacent buildings.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1118-1988, § X, 602.11.02 (D), 6-7-88

(E)	Animated Signs - Not permitted.

(F)	Rotating Signs - Not permitted.  

(G)	Political Signs - Allowed.

1.	Unlimited yard signs for political candidates, not to exceed three (300) square inches in size, which are exempt from the requirement of a permit.

2.	One (1) ground-mounted political sign, not to exceed sixteen (16) square feet in size, on a vacant lot with a street frontage of fifty (50) linear feet or more or on a developed lot with a street frontage in excess of one hundred (100) linear feet for a period of two (2) months before a primary or general election.  Such signs must be removed within five (5) days for unsuccessful candidates in a primary election and within five (5) days following a general election.

(H)	Rummage/Garage/Yard Sale Signs - Ground-mounted signs, not to exceed eleven (11) inches by seventeen (17) inches in size, giving directions to the location of such a sale.  Such signs cannot be located on public property, including right-of-way, parks, etc., and must be removed within forty-eight (48) hours after the end of the sale.  Such signs are exempt from the requirement of a permit.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1221-1993, § III, 602.11.02, G. & H., 10-19-93

602.12.  Regulations for Commercial Land Use.

The purpose of this Section is to regulate the location, height, area and permitted uses of on-premise signs in conjunction with commercial uses located generally within the Commercial Zoning Districts as established in the City Zoning Ordinance.

602.12.01	C-1 Restricted Commercial District:

(A)	Ground-Mounted Signs:  Only one (1) sign permitted per premise.

1.	Billboards – Allowed.  However, billboard signs located on continuous sides of a street and/or highway including and along an adjoining street or highway shall be spaced no less than five hundred feet (500) apart.  The measurement of spacing shall commence at the intersection of state primary highways and interstate highway systems.
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2.	Other Ground-Mounted Signs - Allowed:

a.	Non-attached post or pole-mounted shingle signs not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.

b.	Height - Maximum allowable height shall be twelve (12) feet.

c.	Setback - Minimum allowable setback from property line shall be nine (9) feet.

(B)	Building-Mounted Signs:

1.	Wall Signs - Allowed, excluding billboards:

a.	Area - Wall signs are allowed to a maximum of ten percent (10%) of the facade area on which the signs are mounted.

b.	Height - Wall signs may be located on a facade of the building (including wing walls of other architectural elements) but not higher than the eave or rafter line of the wall on which it is located, whichever is higher.

2.	Projecting Signs - Not permitted.

3.	Roof Signs - Not permitted.

4.	Marquee Signs - Allowed, maximum included in wall sign area.

5.	Canopy Signs - Allowed.

(C)	Trailer/Portable Signs - Not permitted.

(D)	Illuminated Signs - Allowed, if externally illuminated, but shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) footlamberts of luminance.

(E)	Animated Signs - Not permitted.

(F)	Rotating Signs - Not permitted.

(G)	Political Signs - Allowed.

1.	Beginning two (2) months before a primary or general election, one (1) additional political sign will be permitted per premise, but must meet the criteria in 602.12.01.(A)2.a. and b.

2.	All political signs must be removed within five (5) days for unsuccessful candidates in a primary election and within five (5) days following a general election.

(H)	Rummage/Garage/Yard Sale Signs - Ground-mounted signs, not to exceed eleven (11) inches by seventeen (17) inches in size, giving directions to the location of such a sale.  Such signs cannot be located on a public property, including right-of-way, parks, etc., and must be removed within forty-eight (48) hours after the end of the sale.  Such signs are exempt from the requirement of a permit.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1221-1993, § III, 602.12.01, G. & H., 10-19-93

(I)	Special Purpose Signs - One (1) Special Purpose Sign, not to exceed fifty (50) square feet in area, is allowed per premise, with the permit for same to be renewable annually at a fee of one-half (½) of the minimum building permit fee.  Such sign must meet any Height and Setback regulations specified above.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1229-1994, § I, 602.12.01, I, 2-22-94

602.12.02	C-2 General Commercial District:

(A)	Ground-Mounted Signs:  A maximum of two (2) signs permitted per premise.

1.	Billboards - Allowed.

2.	Other Ground-Mounted Signs - Allowed.

a.	Area - Formula to determine area is as follows:  One hundred twenty (120) square feet + (2) square feet for each ten (10) linear feet of street frontage, not to exceed three hundred (300) square feet.

b.	Height - Maximum allowable height shall be forty-five (45) feet.

c.	Setback -

(1)	Ground-mounted signs with at least seven (7) feet of vertical clearance between the sign display surface and ground will not be required to setback; however, sign must be on property line and in no event shall any portion of the sign extend over the property line onto public property

(2)	Ground-mounted signs with less than seven (7) feet of vertical clearance must setback nine (9) feet from the right-of-way.

(3)	Trailer/portable signs with less than seven (7) feet of vertical clearance must setback nine (9) feet from the right-of-way.

(B)	Building-Mounted Signs:

1.	Wall Signs - Allowed:

a.	Area - Wall signs are allowed to a maximum area of fifteen percent (15%) of the facade area of the buildings on which the signs are mounted.

b.	Height - Wall signs may be located on a facade of the building (including on walls and other architectural elements) but not higher than the eave or rafter line of the wall on which located, whichever is higher.

2.	Projecting Signs - Allowed.  See Section 602.10.  

3.	Roof Signs - Allowed, area included in wall sign maximum.

4.	Marquee Signs - Allowed, area included in wall signs maximum.

5.	Canopy Sign - Allowed.

(C)	Trailer/portable Signs - Allowed.  See Section 602.03.

(D)	Illuminated Signs - May be externally or internally illuminated and shall not exceed two hundred (200) footlamberts of luminance.

(E)	Animated Signs - Class A and B types allowed.

(F)	Rotating Signs - Allowed.

(G)	Political Signs - Allowed.

1.	Beginning two (2) months before a primary or general election, two (2) additional political signs will be permitted per premise, but must meet the criteria in 602.12.02.(A)2.a. and b. above. 

2.	All political signs must be removed within five (5) days for unsuccessful candidates in a primary election and within five (5) days following a general election.

(H)	Rummage/Garage/Yard Sale Signs - Ground-mounted signs, not to exceed eleven (11) inches by seventeen (17) inches in size, giving directions to the location of such a sale.  Such signs cannot be located on public property, including right-of-way, parks, etc., and must be removed within forty-eight (48) hours after the end of the sale.  Such signs are exempt from the requirement of a permit.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1221-1993, § III, 602.12.02, G. & H., 10-19-93

(I)	Special Purpose Signs - One (1) Special Purpose Sign, not to exceed fifty (50) square feet in area, is allowed per premise, with the permit for same to be renewable annually at a fee of one-half (½) of the minimum building permit fee.  Such sign must meet any Height and Setback regulations specified in 602.12.02.A.2c.
 
Source:  Ordinance No. 1229-1994, § I, 602.12.02, I., 2-22-94; Ordinance No. 1353-1999, §I, B, 2, I, 10-19-99

602.12.03	C-3 Heavy Commercial District:  

(A)	Ground-Mounted Signs:  A maximum of two (2) signs permitted per premise.

1.	Billboards – Allowed.  However, billboard signs located on continuous sides of a street and/or highway including and along an adjoining street or highway shall be spaced no less than five hundred feet (500) apart.  The measurement of spacing shall commence at the intersection of state primary highways and interstate highway systems.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1118-1988, § XII, 602.12.03 (A), 6-7-88; Ordinance No. 1353-1999, §I, B, 3, 1, 10-19-99

2.	Other Ground-Mounted Signs - Allowed:

a.	Area - Formula to determine area is as follows:  two hundred forty (240) square feet plus two (2) square feet for each ten (10) linear feet of street frontage, not to exceed three hundred sixty (360) square feet.

b.	Height - Maximum allowable height shall be forty-five (45) feet.

c.	Setback -

(1)	Ground-mounted signs with at least seven (7) feet of vertical clearance between the sign display surface and the ground will not be required to setback however, sign must be on property line and in no event shall any portion of the sign extend over the property line onto public property.

(2)	Ground-mounted signs with less than seven (7) feet of vertical clearance must setback at least nine (9) feet from the right-of-way.

(3)	Trailer/portable signs with less than seven (7) feet of vertical clearance must setback at least nine (9) feet from the right-of-way.

(B)	Building-Mounted Signs:

1.	Wall Signs - Allowed:

a.	Area - Wall signs are allowed to a maximum area of fifteen percent (15%) of the facade area of the building on which the signs are mounted.  Professional offices shall be allowed one (1) twelve (12) square foot sign per building when affixed flat against the building.
Source:  Ordinance No. 1118-1988, § IX, 602.12.03 (B) 1. a., 6-7-88

b.	Height - Wall signs may be located on a facade of the building (including wing walls and other architectural elements) but not higher than the eave or rafter line of the wall on which located, whichever is higher.

2.	Projecting Signs - Allowed.  See Section 602.10.  

3.	Roof Signs - Allowed, area included in maximum for wall signs.

4.	Marquee Signs - Allowed, area included in maximum for wall signs.

5.	Canopy Signs - Allowed.

(C)	Temporary Trailer Signs - Allowed.  See Section 602-03.

(D)	Illuminated Signs - Any sign projecting over a public right-of-way shall be internally illuminated.  Other signs may be externally or internally illuminated.  Such signs shall not exceed three hundred (300) footlamberts of luminance.

(E)	Animated Signs - Class A and B types only.  Class C Animated Signs allowed upon approval of a Conditional Exception.

(F)	Rotating Signs - Allowed on corner lot only.

(G)	Political Signs - Allowed.

1.	Beginning two (2) months before a primary or general election, two (2) additional political signs shall be permitted per premise, but must meet the criteria in 602.12.03.(A)2.a. and b. above. 

2.	All political signs must be removed within five (5) days for unsuccessful candidates in a primary election and within five (5) days following a general election.

(H)	Rummage/Garage/Yard Sale Signs - Ground-mounted signs, not to exceed eleven (11) inches by seventeen (17) inches in size, giving directions to the location of such a sale.  Such signs cannot be located on public property, including right-of-way, parks, etc., and must be removed within forty-eight (48) hours after the end of the sale.  Such signs are exempt from the requirement of a permit.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1221-1993, § III, 602.12.03, G. & H., 10-19-93

	(I)	Special Purpose Signs - One (1) Special Purpose Sign, not to exceed fifty (50) square feet in area, is allowed per premise, with the permit for same to be renewable annually at a fee of one-half (½) of the minimum building permit fee.  Such sign must meet any Height and Setback regulations specified above.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1229-1994, § I, 602.12.03, I., 2-22-94

602.12.04 Reserved.
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602.12.05	Regulations for Industrial Land Uses:  The sign regulations for industrial land uses located generally within I-1, I-2 and I-3 Industrial Zoning District as established in the Zoning Ordinance shall conform to those standards permitted within the C-3 Heavy Commercial District.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

	602.12.06	C-1A Professional Office District

		(A)	Ground-Mounted Signs

1. Number of free-standing signs:
a. One (1) free standing sign per lot.
b. If a development is located on a corner lot that has at least one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on each of the two (2) intersecting public streets, then the development may have not more than one (1) free standing sign along each side of the development bordered by such streets.
c. If a development is located on a lot that is bordered by two (2) public streets that do not intersect at the lot’s boundaries (double frontage lot), then the development may have not more than one (1) free standing sign on each side of the development bordered by such streets.

2. Message area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.

3. Height shall not exceed ten (10) feet.

4. Depth shall not exceed eighteen (18) inches, no text or message shall be permitted on the depth area.

5. Width shall not exceed eight (8) feet.

6. Front setback shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet.

7. Side setbacks shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet.

8. Rear setbacks shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet.

9. Illumination of signs shall be one (1) of the following:
a. From an internal or energizing source; or
b. From an external fixed-beam light fixture that is concealed by the ground landscaping and sign standard.
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(B) Building-Mounted Signs

1. Wall Signs:  One (1) allowed per structure
a.    Area:  Wall signs are allowed, not to exceed sixteen
       (16) square feet.
b.     Message area shall be a maximum of ten (10) percent
        of the single wall area.

2. If a development is located on a corner lot that has a least one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on each of the two (2) intersecting public streets, then the development may have not more than one (1) building mounted sign on each side of the development bordered by such streets.

3. If a development is located on a lot that is bordered by two (2) public streets that do not intersect at the lot’s boundaries (double frontage lot), then the development may have not more than one (1) building mounted sign on each side of the development bordered by such streets.

4. If a development has more than one (1) dwelling unit, each dwelling of the development is allowed one (1) wall-mounted sign not to exceed four (4) square feet in the area.

5. Height shall not exceed the top wall line of the building.

6. Depth:  No sign attached to a building shall be more than twelve (12) inches from the building wall.

7. Projecting signs – Not Allowed.

8. Roof signs – Not Allowed.

9. Marquee signs – Not Allowed.

10. Canopy signs – Not Allowed.

(C) Trailer/Portable Signs – Not Allowed.

(D) Animated Signs – Not Allowed.

(E) Rotating Signs – Not Allowed.

(F) Political Signs – Not Allowed.

(G) Rummage/Garage/Yard Sale Signs – Not Allowed.

(H) Special Purpose Signs – Not Allowed.

(I) Other Prohibited Signs
1. No commercial off-premise advertising signs shall be allowed.
2. No non-commercial off-premise advertising signs shall be allowed.
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602.12.07  C-1B Medical/Professional Commercial District

(A) Ground-Mounted Signs
1. Number of free-standing signs:
a. One (1) free standing sign per lot.
b. If a development is located on a corner lot that has at least one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on each of the two (2) intersecting public streets, then the development may have not more than one (1) free standing sign along each side of the development bordered by such streets.
c. If a development is located on a lot that is bordered by two (2) public streets that do not intersect at the lot’s boundaries (double frontage lot), then the development may have not more than one (1) free standing sign on each side of the development bordered by such streets.

2. Message area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.

3. Height shall not exceed ten (10) feet.

4. Depth shall not exceed eighteen (18) inches, not text or message shall be permitted on the depth area.

5. Width shall not exceed eight (8) feet.

6. Front setback shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet.

7. Side setbacks shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet.

8. Rear setbacks shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet.

9. Illumination of signs shall be one 91) of the following:
a. From an internal or energizing source; or
b. From an external fixed-beam light fixture that is concealed by the ground landscaping and sign standard.

(B) Building-Mounted Signs.

1. Wall Signs:  One allowed per structure.

a. Area:  Wall signs are allowed, not to exceed sixteen (16) square feet.

b.	Message area shall be a maximum of ten (10) percent of the single wall area.

2. If a development is located on a corner lot that has at least one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on each of the two (2) intersecting public streets, then the development may have not more than one (1) building mounted sign along each side of the development bordered by such streets.

3. If a development is located on a lot that is bordered by two (2) public streets that do not intersect at the lot’s boundaries (double frontage lot), then the development may have not more than one (1) building mounted sign on each side of the development bordered by such streets.

4. If a development has more than one (1) dwelling unit, each dwelling unit of the development is allowed one (1) wall-mounted sign not to exceed four (4) square feet in area.

5. Height shall not exceed the top wall line of the building.

6. Depth:  No sign attached to a building shall be more than twelve (12) inches from the building wall.

7. Projecting signs – Not Allowed.

8. Roof signs – Not Allowed.

9. Marquee signs – Not Allowed.

10. Canopy signs – Not Allowed.

(C) Trailer/Portable Signs – Not Allowed.

(D) Animated Signs – Not Allowed.

(E) Rotating Signs- Not Allowed.

(F) Political Signs – as amended by Ordinance No. 1261-1995.

(G) Rummage/Garage/Yard Sale Signs – Not Allowed.

(H) Special Purpose Signs – Not Allowed.

(I) Other Prohibited Signs:

1. No commercial off-premise advertising signs shall be allowed.

2. No non-commercial off-premise advertising signs shall be allowed.
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602.12.07 C-4 Central Business District

(A) Ground-Mounted Signs:

1. Number of free-standing signs:

a. One (1) free standing sign per lot.

b. If a development is located on a corner lot that has at least one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on each of the two (2) intersecting public streets, then the development may have not more than one (1) free standing sign along each side of the development bordered by such streets.

c. If a development is located on a lot that is bordered by two (2) public streets that do not intersect at the lot’s boundaries (double frontage lot), then the development may have not more than one (1) free standing sign on each side of the development bordered by such street.

2. Message area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.

3. Height shall not exceed ten (10) feet.

4. Depth shall not exceed eighteen (18) inches, no text or message shall be permitted on the depth area.

5. Width shall not exceed eight (8) feet.

6. Front setback shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet.

7. Side setbacks shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet.

8. Rear setbacks shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet.

9. Illumination of signs shall be one (1) of the following:

a. From an internal or energizing source; or

b. From an external fixed-beam light fixture that is concealed by the ground landscaping and sign standard.

10.  Trailer/Portable signs and/or “blackboard” signs cannot be converted to
        permanent signs within the Central Business District and/or the Central
        Business District Neighborhood.

11.   Neon signs or signs which by their design and/or coloring simulate or mimic
        neon signs are not allowed within the Central Business District and/or the
        Central Business District Neighborhood.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1459-2005, § I, 6-21-05

(B) Building-Mounted Signs:

1. Wall Signs:  Two (2) wall signs are allowed per structure.  Message area shall be a maximum of ten (10) percent of the single wall area not to exceed one hundred (100) square feet (including window area).

2. If a development is located on a corner lot that has at least one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on each of the two (2) intersecting public streets, then the development may have not more than one (1) building mounted sign along each side of the development bordered by such streets.

3. If a development is located on a lot that is bordered by two (2) public streets that do not intersect at the lot’s boundaries (double frontage lot), then the development may have not more than one (1) building mounted sign on each side of the development bordered by such streets.

4. If a development has more than one (1) dwelling unit, each dwelling unit of the development is allowed one (1) wall-mounted sign not to exceed four (4) square feet in area.

5. Height shall not exceed the top wall line of the building.

6. Depth:  No sign shall project more than twelve (12) inches from the building wall.

7. Projecting signs – Not Allowed.

8. Roof signs – Not Allowed.

9. Marquee signs – Allowed, maximum included in wall sign area.

10. Canopy signs – Allowed, not to exceed eight (8) square feet.

11. Illuminated signs – Allowed for buildings which cannot have a ground mounted sign.  When illuminated, the method shall be one (1) of the following:

a. From an internal or energizing source, or,

b.	From an external fixed-beam light fixture that is concealed by the ground landscaping or sign standard.

(C) Trailer/Portable Signs – Not Allowed.

(D) Animated Signs – Not Allowed.

(E) Rotating Signs – Not Allowed.

(F) Political Signs – as amended by Ordinance No. 1261-1995.

(G) Rummage/Garage/Yard Sale Signs – Not Allowed.

(H) Special Purpose Signs – Not Allowed.

(I) Other Prohibited Signs

1. No commercial off-premise advertising signs shall be allowed.

2. No non-commercial off-premise advertising signs shall be allowed.

3. No exposed neon tubes.
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602.12.08 Interstate Outdoor Advertising Devices

1. Billboard signs are allowed if property is adjacent to any Interstate Highway System.  No sign shall be placed on public right-of-way or on other public property without written consent from the owner.  No off-premise sign shall be permitted without written consent of the property owner.

2. Spacing of these billboard signs shall be regulated as defined in Chapter 23, “Outdoor Advertising”, of the MS State Law 49-23-1 to 49-23-33.

3. Permissible height for any billboard in the City limits on interstate frontage shall be sixty (60) feet.
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602.12.09 Removal, Alteration or Maintenance of Signs

1. All signs which are no longer functional or are abandoned shall be removed, or relocated, at the owner’s expense, in compliance within the provisions of this Ordinance after receiving proper notice from the Inspection Department and given thirty (30) days to comply with regulations following dysfunction of any sign.

2. All outdoor advertising signs and sign structures shall be kept in repair and in proper state of preservation.

3. Weeds and grass shall be kept cut in front of, behind, underneath, and around the base of the ground signs for a perimeter distance of ten (10) feet, and no rubbish or debris that would constitute a fire or health hazard shall be permitted under or near such a sign.
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	602.12.11	Non-Conforming Signs
	
		Any non-conforming sign in existence on the date of enactment of this Ordinance shall be considered a non-conforming sign and shall be subject to the following conditions:

1. Where a legally allowed non-conforming structure, lot, or use exists, new signs shall conform to the district in which the property is located.

2. The following signs are to be removed or made to conform to this Ordinance within ninety (90) days: (a) non-conforming signs made of paper, cloth, or other non-durable material; (b) all temporary signs other than those permitted herein.

3. If any non-conforming sign is removed or destroyed, then the replacement sign shall be in conformity with the requirements of this Ordinance.

4. Where a material alteration occurs, which necessitates the altering of a sign in any manner, the altered or changed sign shall be in conformance with the requirements of this Ordinance.

5. Upon failure to comply within the time specified, the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee is hereby required to cause removal as provided by law of such sign and any expense incident thereto shall be paid by the owner, agent, or lessee of said sign or of the property upon which the sign is located.

6. Existence of any non-conforming sign on the premises will prohibit issuance of further sign permits while non-conforming use exists.
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601-12-12    DIGITAL SIGNS

      A.  DEFINITION

A digital sign is any sign having the capacity to display a message on the face or facing of a sign by manipulation of light projected onto a screen or otherwise produced within the screen.  Digital signs include those using LED Technology, Plasma Technology, or any similar method/technology to produce the same results as LED or Plasma.  This type of sign will be referred to throughout this section as a “digital sign.”

B.   APPROVAL /PERMITTING

Placement of digital signs is regulated by this section.  Approval and permitting of digital signs will be by the City of Laurel Inspection Department and will require Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) approval on sites on any roadway within the City limits over which MDOT retains primary jurisdiction. All permits for digital signs are subject to a review by the City of Laurel as to location in order to preserve the public health, safety and welfare of the community.  


Source:  Ordinance No. 1565-2010, 7-27-2010 remembered; Ordinance No. 1577-2011, 6/7/2011; 
              Ordinance No., 1587-2012, 2-21-2012; Ordinance No. 1666-2017, 9-5-2017



C.   PLACEMENT AND SIZE

Placement of digital signs is allowed in C-2, C-3, I-1, I-2 or I-3 zones and is considered an “Interstate Outdoor Advertising Device” when adjacent to a highway right of way.  Signs may be no larger than 360 square feet and no taller than 40 feet within the City’s corridors and no taller than 60 feet when located on Interstate frontage.  Sign orientation:  Digital signs shall be oriented away from residentially zoned districts and toward nonresidential districts.  
Digital billboards may not be located closer than 1000 feet from any other billboard.  On-premise digital signs or digital signs other than those classified as a billboard may not be located closer than 250 feet from any other digital sign located on the same side of the street.
Framing/housing of digital signs may be no larger than 360 square feet and no taller than 40 feet within the City’s corridors or no taller than 60 feet when located on Interstate frontage.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1565-2010, 7-6-2010 remembered; Ordinance No. 1666-2017, 9-5-2017

D.   SPECIFIC REGULATIONS

1.  The display change time shall not exceed (1) second with duration of each display being no less than (8) seconds.  Digital signs shall contain a default design that will freeze the display in one static position if a malfunction occurs.  The owner of every permitted Digital sign will provide the City of Laurel and/or MDOT (where applicable) with an on-call contact person and phone number in regard to each permitted digital sign.  The contact person must have the authority and ability to make immediate modifications to the displays and lighting levels when the need arises.

2.   Displays shall not create excessive brightness or glare.  Such displays shall contain static messages only. Movement is not allowed.  Movement in this context is defined as the appearance or illusion of movement, either text or images, on any part of the sign including but not limited to the structure, design, or pictorial segment of the sign.  This includes movement of any illumination or flashing, scintillating or varying of light intensity.

3.   The digital sign must have capability to adjust its intensity in response to ambient lighting conditions.  Signs shall not be erected or maintained unless effectively shielded so as to prevent beams or rays of direct or reflected light from being directed at any portion of the street or roadway.  They shall not have such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of the driver of any motor vehicle.  Should the governing authority and/or MDOT (where applicable) determine that the sign or any display or effect of the sign causes glare or in any way impairs the vision of the driver of any motor vehicle or that the display otherwise interferes with the operation of a motor vehicle, then upon request the owner of the sign shall immediately reduce lighting intensity of the sign to an acceptable level.  “Immediately” in this context shall mean that the owner shall promptly and diligently begin and complete modifications as soon as he/she is advised of the problem.  Should the malfunction pose a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, the sign shall be turned off upon arrival by the owner or its maintenance personnel until such repairs can be made.  Failure to reduce lighting intensity on request shall be cause for revocation of the permit.

4.   The maximum brightness for digital signs shall not exceed an illumination of 5,000 NITS (candelas [the basic unit of luminous intensity] per square meter) during daylight hours nor 1,000 NITS (candelas per square meter) during the period from sunset to sunrise, as measured from a sign face at maximum brightness.  Each digital sign shall have an automatic dimmer control to produce a distinct illumination change from a higher illumination level to a lower one for the period of time from sunset to sunrise.  Each sign must appropriately, automatically, and individually adjust display brightness to conform with applicable brightness specifications as ambient light levels change at each such sign location due to sunrise, sunset, prevailing weather conditions, or otherwise.

5.   No conventional sign structure can be converted to a digital sign unless the site is located in a C-2, C-3, I-1, I-2, or I-3 site which has been approved by the City for digital sign placement.  Nonconforming, grandfathered, or illegal sign structures may not be retro-fitted with a digital sign.

6.  Conversion to a digital sign will require approval and issuance of a permit.  No retro-fitted digital sign may be placed on permitted, conforming structures without first being approved in advance by the City of Laurel and MDOT (where applicable).    

E.  CONFLICTS

Any conflicts with this section shall be handled in the manner found under ARTICLE VIII ADMINISTRATION, Section 803.04  APPEAL

Source:  Ordinance 1565-2010, 7/20/2010



602.13 Signage Regulations for Gateways and Corridors.

The purpose and intent of this section to the general sign regulations are to regulate the placement of general signs and billboards in the City of Laurel, Mississippi along the Central Avenue corridor from Maple Street to Cooks Avenue and on W. Fifth Street from Thirteenth Avenue to Sixteenth Avenue which are located in the Central Business District and being situated in the Central Business District Neighborhood of the Comprehensive Plan for the City of Laurel.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1551-2009, §602.13, 12-22-09

602.013.1 Definitions.

Animated Sign:  Any sign which includes action or motion, either electronic, mechanical or optical.

Awning Sign:  A sign that is either attached to, affixed to, painted or printed on an awning.

Banner Sign:  Any sign non-permanent advertising devise, usually made of cloth or vinyl, which is suspended from a building or is suspended between two poles.  Banners shall not be considered permanent signs and may not be used in lieu of permanent signs.  The use of banners is regulated under Section 602:  General Sign Regulations, Subsection 602.01.04.

Billboard:  Any structure, or portion thereof, situated on private premises, on which lettered, figured or pictorial matter is displayed for advertising purposes, except the name and occupation of the user of the premises, the nature of the business conducted on the premises or the products primarily sold or manufactured on the premises and having an area of 100 square feet or more.  Any signboard carrying a message except in this definition which also carries extraneous advertising of 100 square feet or more shall be considered a billboard.  This definition shall not include any board, sign or surface used to display any official notices issued by a court or public duty, or bulletin boards used to display an announcement of meetings to be held on the premises on which such bulletin boards are located, not shall it include a real estate sign advertising for sale or rent the property upon which it stand when such sign does not exceed 100 square feet.

Canopy Sign:  A sign mounted on a permanently roofed shelter covering a sidewalk, driveway, awning, portions of a roof or other similar area, which is wholly or partially supported by the building and may be partially supported by columns, poles, or braces extending from the ground.

Construction Sign:  A temporary sign identifying the architects, engineers, contractors, and other persons involved in a construction project as well as the project itself.

Corridor/Gateway:  A main strip of passageway, entrance or exit, used for public transportation.

Directional Signs or Symbols:  Any sign which serves the sole purpose to designate the location or direction of a place or area.

Flag:  Any official flag of any city, state, organization or military unit within the United States as well as the flags of the United State of America.

Ground-Mounted Sign:  Any detached sign connected to the ground which is not an attached sing, inclusive of signs on movable objects and erected on a free-standing frame, mast or pole, which is not attached to any building.

Hanging Sign:  A sign which hangs from and under awnings, canopies, marquees or other structures.  Hanging signs are similar to, but typically smaller than, projecting signs.

Marquee Sign:  Usually a glass or metal canopy sign over an entrance of a structure advertising a specific usage.

Monument Sign:  A freestanding sign with a base affixed to the ground, where the length of the base is at least two-thirds (2/3) the horizontal length of the monument.

Multi-tenant Sign:  A building sign which has the name and address of the building along with the names and tenants and/or individual professional offices.

Off-site Sign:  A sign which advertises an activity, business, product or service not conducted on the premises on which the sign is located.

Political Sign:  A temporary sign erected to publish the name of a candidate or to enlist votes in any official public election.

Portable Sign:  Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building and which is designed or constructed to be moved on a trailer, wheeled carriage or other non-motorized mobile structure.  A portable sign which has its wheels removed shall still be considered a portable sign.

Projecting Sign:  A sign that is attached to a building in a perpendicular manner and which extends more than twelve (12) inches from the wall surface.

Real Estate Sign:  Any sign pertaining to the sale, lease, or rental of real property (land and buildings).

Roof Sign:  Any sign or outdoor advertising device attached to the roof of a building.

Rotating/Revolving Sign:  Any sign revolving or spinning in the action or process of rotating on or as if an axis or center.  A rotating/revolving sign, specifically that of a striped barber pole, is allowed only in conjunction with a barber shop.

Sign:  Any device, light, figure, picture, letter, word, message, symbol, plaque, or poster visible from outside the premise on which it is located and designed to inform or attract the attention of persons not on that premise, excluding searchlights, flags, streamers, pennants, balloons, and other similar devices.

Special Purpose Sign:  A sign temporarily supplementing the permanent signs on a premise.

Window Sign:  Any sign that is applied to the glassed area of a building or located such that the message, symbol, insignia, visual representation, logo, or other materials which communicate information can be read from off the property.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1551-2009; §602.13.1, 12-22-09

602.013.2 Location

All signs considered for the purpose of these regulations and placements are on lots zoned in R-3, High Density Residential-Restricted; C-1, Restricted Commercial District; C-2, General Commercial District; C-3, Heavy Commercial District; C-4, Central Business District; I-2, Light Industrial District; and located only in the following areas:

1. W. Fifth Street from Thirteenth Avenue to Sixteenth Avenue aka  
     Hwy 15 N to terminus of city’s zoning jurisdiction;
  	2.  Sawmill Road from North Thirteenth Avenue to North Sixth 
  	     Avenue to terminus of city’s zoning jurisdiction;
  	3.  Central Avenue from North Sixth Avenue to Magnolia Street;  
                       		4. Central Avenue from Magnolia Street to Maple Street; and,  
                       		5. Central Avenue from Maple Street to Cooks Avenue to terminus 
                       		    of city’s zoning jurisdiction. 

Source:  Ordinance No.  1551-2009; §602.13.2, 12-22-09

602.013.3 Signage

The following additional sign standards shall apply to the aforementioned areas:

A. Ground-Mounted Signs

1. Size and Number:  Either one ground sign or one projecting sign is permitted per business property.  The maximum size of a ground sign is thirty-two (32) square feet.  The maximum height of a ground sign is eight (8) feet as measured from the ground at the base of the sign structure to the uppermost portion of the sign. 
                             2.    Placement:  Ground signs may be placed no closer than fifteen (15) feet 
to any edge of curb or street right-of-way, and no closer than five (5) feet
to any side or rear property line.
                             3.    Setbacks:  Front setback shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet; side
setbacks shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet; rear setbacks shall be
a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet.
                             4.    Lighting:  Internally-illuminated signs are permitted.  
                                    Electronic message signs are permitted, subject to special conditions 
which make them more compatible with the character of an historic
downtown and less intrusive to the neighboring residential areas.
a. Full color displays are prohibited.  Only amber or white
Lights are permitted. 
b. Moving video images are not permitted.
c. Blinking, flashing and scintillating messages are not permitted.
d. Electronic message signs may not be greater than forty
percent (40%) of the total size of the ground sign.
e. Only one (1), two-sided electronic message sign is permitted per commercial development.
                             5.  	Materials:  Sign materials and finishes should be compatible to the style 
of the building and the appearance of other site features.  Signs should 
be professionally constructed using high quality materials such as 
metal, stone, masonry, or wood.  If sign foam or other synthetic material 
is used, the finish should have the appearance of wood.
                             6.  	Appearance:  Care should be taken in designing a sign which enhances 
the appearance of the site.  Sign messages should be simple and easy 
to read.  Signs should be constructed of new materials.  Salvaged 
material may only be used if the design, construction and graphic 
quality of the finished sign product is indistinguishable from signs
constructed of new materials.                                      
     7.  	Trailer/Portable signs are not allowed.
                             8.  	Trailer/Portable signs and/or Blackboard signs shall not be
                                   	converted to permanent signs.
                             9.  	Billboards shall not be allowed in the gateway/corridor district and/or
Central Business District Neighborhood.
                             10. 	Other prohibited signs:
                                   a.  No commercial off-premise advertising signs shall be allowed. 
                                   b.  No non-commercial off-premise advertising signs shall be allowed.

B. Building-Mounted Signs

1. Size and number:  The maximum sign area is equal to one square
foot   per linear foot of the length of the wall to which it is attached.  More than one wall sign is permitted, provided the total area of all signs does not exceed the maximum sign area.  Height shall not exceed the top wall line of the building.  
                             	2.  Placement:  Wall signs may be placed no more than twelve 
                             	     (12) inches from the edge of the building wall. 
                             	3.  Lighting:  Internally-illuminated signs are not permitted.  Signs may 
     be illuminated using spotlights placed above or below the sign.  
     Said spotlights shall be directed toward the sign in such a way as to 
     illuminate only the wall sign. 
                             	4.  Roof signs are not allowed. 
                             	5.  Marquee signs are allowed with maximum included in wall sign area. 
                            	6.  Canopy signs are allowed but not to exceed eight (8) square feet.
                	 7.  Animated signs are not allowed. 
                	 8.  Rotating signs are not allowed.
[bookmark: _Toc3695070][bookmark: _Toc3695609]                             	 9.   Rummage/Garage/Yard Sale signs are not allowed. 
                             	10. Special Purpose signs are not allowed. 
                        11. Materials:  Wall signs should be professionally painted on a building 
                              façade or professionally constructed using high-quality materials 
		      such as metal or wood.  Glass, acrylic or fiberglass panels are also
		      permitted.  If sign foam or other synthetic material is used, the finish
		      should have the appearance of wood.                                 
                              	12. Appearance:  Care should be taken in designing sign which references
      the building style and enhances the appearance of the site.  Wall 
      signs shall be designed to be compatible with the building in scale, 
      proportion, form, and color.  Wall signs shall be mounted in locations
      that respect the design of a building, including the location and 
      arrangement of bays and openings (doors and windows).  Wall 
      signs should not cover window openings or architectural/ornamental
      features.

C. Hanging Signs

1. Size and number:  The maximum size of a hanging sign
is four (4) square feet.  Either one hanging sign or one projecting sign 
is permitted for each business/storefront.
2. Placement:  Hanging signs shall be placed no lower than eight (8) feet above the sidewalk.  Hanging signs are typically oriented to pedestrian customers, though with proper placement, they can also be highly visible to motorists.
3. Lighting:  Internally-illuminated signs are not permitted.  Signs may be illuminated using spotlights placed above or below the sign.  Said spotlights shall be directed toward the sign in such a way as to illuminate only the hanging sign.
4. Materials:  Sign materials and finishes should be compatible to the style of the building.  Hanging signs should be professionally constructed using high-quality materials such as metal, stone, or wood.  If sign foam or other synthetic material is used, the finish should have the appearance of wood/natural materials.
5. Appearance:  Care should be taken in using forms and colors which reference the building style or the nature of the business and enhance the appearance of the site.  Signs which use geometric shapes, natural forms and simple graphic elements are interesting to look at and easy to read.

D. Projecting Signs
 
1. Size and number:  The maximum size of a projecting sign is six (6)
square feet.  Either one projecting sign or one hanging sign is permitted for each business/storefront.  Either one ground sign or one projecting sign is permitted per business property.
2. Placement:  Projecting signs shall be securely mounted on the building façade no lower than eight (8) feet above the sidewalk.  The top of a projecting sign shall be no higher than twenty (20) feet above the sidewalk and/or shall not extend above the top of the building façade.  Projecting signs may be placed over public sidewalks but shall not be placed over a street right-of-way or alley.  Projecting signs shall be place in locations that are highly visible to
pedestrians and motorists.
3. Lighting:  Internally-illuminated signs are not permitted. Signs may be illuminated using spotlights placed above or below the sign.  Said spotlights shall be directed toward the sign in such a way as to illuminate only the projecting sign.
4. Materials:  Sign materials and finished should be compatible to the style of the building.  Signs should be professionally constructed using high-quality materials such as metal, stone or wood.  If sign form or other synthetic material is used, the finish should have the appearance of wood/natural materials.
5.  Appearance:  Care should be taken in using forms or colors which
reference the building style or the nature of the business and enhance the appearance of the site.  Signs which use geometric shapes, natural forms and simple graphic elements are interesting to look at and easy to read.

E. Awnings and Window Signs

1. Size and Number:  Lettering, logos and symbols are permitted to cover up to forty percent (40%) of the sloped portion of the awning and valance portion of the awning.  One awning sign is permitted for each business/storefront.  Awnings shall conform to the size and shape of the window or door they are above.  Overly large awnings and awnings with unusual shapes designed for the purpose of providing additional sign area are not permitted.  No more than twenty percent (20%) of any window, including display windows, may contain a window sign or signs.  No more than two (2) window signs may appear on any single window, and no more than four (4) window signs may appear on any single business/storefront.  Open/closed placards, Chamber of Commerce memberships and credit card emblems should not be included in this calculation.
2. Placement:  The uppermost part of an awning shall not 
be located more than two (2) feet above a window or door. Window  
signs may be placed in any location on a window.
3. Lighting:  Back-lit awnings, which are internally-illuminated awnings made with translucent fabric with graphics or copy applied to the surface of the awning, are not permitted.  Internally illuminated signs are not permitted to be used as window signs.  Awning signs may be illuminated using spotlights placed above the awning and directed in such a manner as to illuminate only the awning sign.  Neon signs are permitted to be used as window signs.  One (1) neon window sign is permitted per business or
storefront.  In the case of corner businesses, one (1) neon
window sign is permitted for each side fronting on a public street.
4. Materials:  The lettering, logos and symbols contained in 
both awning and window signs shall be applied to or printed on the awning or window.

F. Multi-Tenant Buildings

Signs on multi-tenant buildings shall use uniform design elements such as color, lettering style, and placement.  New signs proposed for existing multi-tenant buildings shall provide a compatible appearance with the existing signage of other tenants.  Signage should be planned to create a unified building appearance.

Individual tenant signs shall be mounted to the main sign and not hang from said sign.  All tenant signs shall be identical in color and design.  All letters shall be uniform in size and color for all tenant’s name, with the background a uniform dark color. If more than one (1) sign is used as in the case of a site with two (2) frontages, both signs shall be uniform in color and design.

1. Twenty-five percent (25%) of the sign shall be used to identify the name of the business and/or the address of the building.  
2. The remaining seventy-five percent (75%) shall be used to list the names of the tenants and/or businesses within the building.

G. Multi-Story Buildings
 
Wall signs and projecting signs are permitted on the building’s first and second stories.  Ground floor tenants should place signs at the storefront level.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1551-2009, §602.13.3, 12-22-09

602.013.4 Permit Required

A. A permit application is required when any owner, authorized agent, or contractor desires to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, or change a sign on a building or location on the premise and said person shall first make application to the Inspection Department and obtain the required permit to work.  EXCEPTION:  Permits shall not be required for regular maintenance to an existing sign, such as cleaning and repainting, or to replace a face with the same identical contents.
B. A permit is required for all sign installation including permanent ground, wall, marquee, canopy, roof and trailer/portable signs, except for those signs two (2) square feet or less in size and designed for identification purposed only.
C. The permit fee for all signs shall be based on the building permit schedule.  A sign permit shall become null and void if (1) the work for which the permit was issued has not been completed within a period of six (6) months after the date of the permit; of (2) if the sign varied in any respect from the approved design or location.  A new sign application with fee is required in the event of any nullification.
D. Signs not requiring permits:
The following types of signs are exempted from permit requirements but must be in conformance with all other requirements of this section and/or the general sign regulations.
(1)  Construction signs. 
(2)  Directional/information signs of two (2) square feet or less. 
(3)  Individual political signs.
              (4)  Public signs or notices or any sign relating to an emergency.
              (5)  Real estate signs. 
              (6)  Residence signs or street address numbers, not 
                     exceeding four (4) square feet in size.
              (7)  Flags.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1551-2009, §602.13.4, 12-22-09

602.013.5 Maintenance

A. All signs which are no longer functional or are abandoned shall be removed, or relocated, at the owner’s expense, in compliance within the provisions of this Section after receiving proper notice of the Inspection Department and given thirty (30) days to comply with regulations following the disfunction of any sign.
B. All outdoor advertising sings and sign structures shall be kept in repair and in proper state of preservation.
C. Weeds and grass shall be kept cut in front of, behind, underneath, and around the base of the ground signs for a perimeter distance of ten (10) feet, and no rubbish of debris that would constitute a fire or health hazard shall be permitted under or near such a sign.
D. All signs shall be constructed in accordance with the requirements of the City of Laurel, the International Building Code, 2012 Edition, with amendments and the National Electrical Code, 2014 Edition.
E. No sign shall be suspended by nonrigid attachments that will allow the sign to swing in a wind.  All free-standing signs shall have self-supporting structures erected on or permanently attached to concrete foundations.  And all portable signs on display shall be braced or secured to prevent motion.  Solid signs, and skeleton signs other than attached signs, shall be design to withstand a wind load according to the International Building Code, 2012 Edition, with amendments for our region.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1551-2009, §602.13.5, 12-22-09; Ordinance No. 1633, 3-22-2016; 
              Ordinance No. 1637-2016, 
4-5-2016

602.013.6 Non-Conforming Signs

Any non-conforming sign in existence on the date of enactment of this Section (Ordinance No. 1551-2009) shall be considered a non-conforming sign and shall be subject to the following conditions:

A. Where a legally allowed non-conforming structure, lot, or use
      exists, new signs shall conform to the district in which the property is located.
B. The following signs are to be removed or made to conform to this Section within ninety (90) days:
1. non-conforming signs made of paper, cloth, or other non-durable material;
2. all temporary signs other than those permitted herein; and,
3. all existing billboards that are non-functional, or with expired lease agreements, or lease agreements that will expire within twelve (12) months at the passage of this ordinance.
C. If any non-conforming sign is removed or destroyed, then the replacement sign shall be in conformity with the requirements of this Section.
D. Where a material alteration occurs which necessitates the altering of a sign in any manner, the altered or changed sign shall be in conformance with the requirements of this Section.
E. Upon failure to comply with the time specified, the Building Inspector or designated inspector from the Inspection Department is hereby required to cause removal as provided by law of such sign and any expense incident thereto shall be paid by the owner, agent or lessee of said sign or of the property upon which the sign is located.
F. Existence of any non-conforming sign on the premises will prohibit issuance of further sign permits while non-conforming use exists.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1551-2009, §602.13.6, 12-22-09 


SECTION 603.  REGULATING COMMERCIAL USE OF ANTENNAS
                            AND TOWERS.

603.01.  Findings, Purpose and Intent.

	The City of Laurel expressly finds that in order to protect the safety and welfare of its citizens, to protect adjacent property owners from damage by excessively tall, bulky or heavy antennas and towers mounted on insufficiently designed or constructed towers or masts and to insure the aesthetic value of the City is protected, it is necessary to regulate antennas and towers to be constructed in the City.

	The purpose of these regulations are to facilitate the rapid expansion of the wireless telecommunications industry through the use of reasonable and nondiscriminatory policies designed to encourage growth and competition for the benefit of the citizens of the City of Laurel, but at the same time to protect the public against any adverse impact upon the City’s aesthetic resources, avoid potential damage to adjacent properties from tower failure through structural standards and setback requirements, maximize the use of existing and approved towers and buildings through co-location, and protect the public health, safety, and welfare.

[bookmark: _Toc3695071][bookmark: _Toc3695610][bookmark: _Toc10868387][bookmark: _Toc10871267]Source:  Ordinance No. 1301-1997, Art. VI, §603,9-2-97

603.02.  Definitions.

(A) Amateur Radio Operator – A person who owns and operates an amateur radio and has a current federal license and has an antenna on his property that is under 70 feet in height, which is used exclusively by said operator for personal, non-commercial use or as a receive-only antenna.

(B) Antenna – Any structure or device used for the purpose of collecting or radiating (receiving or transmitting) electromagnetic waves, including, but not limited to, directional antennas, such as panels, microwave dishes, satellite dishes, and omni-directional antennas, such as whip antennas.

(C) Co-Location – The placement of any new antenna or tower on any existing structure or tower within the City so as to make maximum use of said existing structure.

(D) Commercial Wireless Telecommunication Services – Licensed commercial wireless telecommunication services including cellular, personal communication services (PCS), specialized mobilized radio (SMR), enhanced specialized mobilized radio (ESMR), paging and similar services that are marketed to the general public.

(E) FAA – Federal Aviation Administration.

(F) FCC – Federal Communication Commission.

(G) Governing Authority – Shall mean the City Council of the City of Laurel.

(H) Grandfathered Towers and Antennas – Any tower or antenna existing on the effective date of this Article shall not be required to meet the requirements of this Article, other than the requirements of the Standard Building Code or the regulations of FAA. Any such towers or antennas that fail to meet requirements of this Article shall be referred to as “legal non-conforming” or “grandfathered” towers or antennas.

(I)  Height of Towers – The height of towers shall be determined by measuring the vertical distance from the tower’s point of contact with the ground or rooftop (whichever is greater) to the highest point of the tower, including all antennas or other attachments (as well as planned attachments).  When towers or antennas are mounted upon existing structures, the combined height of the structure and tower must meet the height restrictions of this Article.

(J) International Building Code, 2012 Edition - That Code which regulates construction in the City of Laurel, as currently existing or as may hereafter be amended.

SOURCE:  Ordinance No. 1633-2016. 3-22-2016

(K) Person – Any natural person, or partnership of two (2) or more persons having a joint or common interest, corporation, partnership, limited partnership, limited liability company, or other entity or form of entity, including an association of persons or entities.

(L) Protected Areas – Any property within the City that meets all of the following requirements:

1. The property is zoned and designated either R-1 (Low Density Residential), R-2 (Medium Density Residential), R-3 (High Density Residential-Restricted), R-4 (High Density Residential), C-1 (Restricted Commercial), or C-1A (Professional Office); or
2. The property is used or subdivided for use as one of the aforesaid zoning designations; or
3. The property is located in the Historic District.
4. The property is zoned C-4 (Central Business District) and other property located in the Comprehensive Development Plan, known as Neighborhood #7 – Central Business District Neighborhood.  Source:  Ordinance No. 1317-1998, §I, 6-16-98

(M) Public Utility – Persons, corporations, or governments supplying gas, electric, transportation, water, sewer, or land line telephone service to the general public.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, commercial wireless telecommunication services shall not be considered public utility uses, and are defined separately.

(N) Satellite Dish – The term Satellite Dish shall be an inclusive term and shall mean any antenna designed to receive direct broadcast satellite service, including direct-to-home satellite services, video programming services via multipoint distribution services, including multichannel multipoint distribution services, instruction television fixed services, local multipoint distribution services or television broadcast signals, via direct or orbital satellite signals.

(O) Tower – Any ground or roof mounted pole, spire, mast, structure, or combination thereof taller than 12 feet, including supporting lines, cables, wires, braces, and masts, intended primarily for the purpose of mounting an antenna, meteorological device, or similar apparatus above grade.

[bookmark: _Toc3695072][bookmark: _Toc3695611][bookmark: _Toc10868388][bookmark: _Toc10871268]Source:  Ordinance No. 1301-1997, Art. VI, §603, 9-2-97; Ordinance No. 1474-2006; 9-5-06

 603.03.  APPLICABILITY AND PROHIBITED ACTIVITY.
	
603.03.01 Prohibited Activity:

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct in place, place or erect, replace, repair, or operate any tower within a Protected Area.  See Definition K.  Source:  Ordinance No. 1317-1998, §I, 6-16-98

(B) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct in place, place or erect, replace, repair, or operate any tower without a permit from the City of Laurel in any other area of a zoning designation that is not a Protected Area.  See Definition K.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1317-1998, §I, 6-16-98

(C) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct in place, place or erect, replace, repair, or operate any tower that does not meet the height and other specifications of this Section.
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603.03.02 District Height and Space Limitations:  The requirements set forth shall govern the location, installation and maintenance of towers that exceed twelve (12) feet in height above the ground’s surface.

(A) Buildings and structures other than towers will be regulated according to the yard requirements set forth in each designated zoning district.  The height limitations applicable to buildings and structures shall not apply to towers and antennas.

(B) In all Protected Areas (See Definition K) the maximum height of any tower, including all antennas and other attachments, shall be thirty (30) feet.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1317-1998, §I, 6-16-98

(C) In all other areas, the maximum height of any tower, including all antennas and other attachments, shall not exceed a maximum height of one hundred fifty (150) feet.

(D) All towers shall be set back from all other property a distance of the height of the tower and all attached antennas plus ten percent (10%), unless the tower is a monopole construction with a collapsible design, in which event the setback requirements shall be the radius of the collapsed zone around the base plus five percent (5%).

(E) Tower locations may not be closer than one-quarter (¼) of a mile in any direction to another, except that the Inspection Department may grant a variance to this where two (2) separate providers need coverage in one area.
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603.03.03 Exemptions:  This Article shall apply to all Satellite Dishes and other forms of Antennas and Towers located within the City of Laurel, except that the following shall be exempt from the requirements of this Article.

(A) Any Satellite Dish as defined herein that is mounted at a height no greater than twelve (12) feet above grade (this measurement includes both the height of the mast or tower to which the antenna is attached as well as the height of the structure upon which it is mounted, such as a house, if applicable) that is designed to receive direct broadcast satellite service, including direct-to-home satellite service, that is one meter or less in diameter; or that is designed to receive video programming services via multipoint distribution services, including multichannel multipoint distribution services, instructional fixed services, and that is one meter or less in diameter or diagonal measurement.

(B) Any antenna that is designed to receive a television broadcast signals that is mounted at a height no greater than thirty-six (36) feet from the ground for the personal use of the resident.

(C) Any existing Amateur Radio Antenna or Tower, or the installation of any such Tower or Antenna that is under seventy (70) feet in height and location in the rear yard of a residence in a Protected Area and is owned and operated by an Amateur Radio Operator.

(D) Any Grandfathered Towers and Antennas as defined herein.  If one of these towers is replaced, added to or upgraded, the same shall be approved in advance by the Inspection Department.

(E) Any City property, regardless of where the same is located.
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603.03.04 Violations:  Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this Article shall be subject to fines and penalties stated herein.  In addition to said fines and penalties, the City may seek injunctive relief to prohibit such violations or other legal remedies to enforce this Article.
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[bookmark: _Toc3695077][bookmark: _Toc3695616]603.04.  PERMIT APPLICATION, FEES, PROCESSING AND 
             APPEALS.

603.04.01 Permit:  It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct in place, place or erect, replace, or repair any tower without first making application to the Inspection Department and securing a permit therefor as provided herein and in compliance with the International Building Code, 2012 Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06; Ordinance No. 1633-2016, 3-22-2016

603.04.02 Preliminary Site Approval:  A person may seek preliminary approval of a site by the Inspection Department prior to completing the detailed application and paying the fees required below.  The request to the Inspection Department must be in writing, which address shall require as a minimum the name, address, and telephone number of the person requesting a permit, the street address of the site, the name of the owner of the site, the proposed height of the tower and type of tower and uses of tower.  The preliminary approval or disapproval of the site by the Inspection Department will not be determinative as to whether or not applicant is ultimately granted a permit to construct and operate a tower on said site.

603.04.03 Fees:  The application shall be accompanied by a non-refundable fee of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00).  Such fee shall be payable by a certified check, postal order or money order to the City of Laurel.  Said fees may be periodically revised by the City Council as it deems necessary.

603.04.04 Application:  Any application to the City of Laurel for a permit to erect, construct and place, replace or repair any tower (including personal wireless service facilities) in the City of Laurel shall contain the following minimum information:

(A) The names, address and telephone number of the person requesting the permit.  The person named shall be a primary contact who has authority to act on behalf of the person or entity requesting the permit.

(B) A site plan which shall include the following:

1. street address and legal description of site;

2. property boundary lines and dimensions, available utilities, location of easements, roadways, rail lines and public rights-of-ways crossing adjacent to the subject property;

3. the proposed height, dimensions and arrangements of buildings and uses on the site;

4. the type and location of landscaping proposed for the site;

5. the locations of points of ingress and egress to and from the site; and

6. location of any significant regrading of the site and alteration of any significant topographical or physical features, including water courses.

(C) The names and addresses of all adjoining land-owners on all sides of the site, including those across any street.

(D) A report from a qualified and licensed professional engineer which describes the following items as they relate to the various requirements of this Section.

1. the tower height and design, including a cross section and elevation;

2. a report demonstrating the tower’s compliance with structural and electrical needs required by the City of Laurel International Building Code, 2012 Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted;

	Source:  Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06; Ordinance No. 1633-2016, 3-22-2016

3. the height above grade for all potential mounting positions for co-located antennas and the minimum separation distances between antennas;

4. the towers’ capacity, including the number and type of antennas that it can accommodate;

5. the co-location requirements in subsection 603.08;

6. an outline of the steps the applicant will take to avoid interference with established public safety telecommunications;

7. the type, wattage and other lighting specifications to be used on the site and the tower;

8. a description of the method of securing the site and the tower from vandals, curiosity seekers and unauthorized personnel; and

9. the stamp, registration number and signature of the engineer preparing the report.

(E) Written authorization from the site owner allowing the application and the installation of said tower.

(F) Proof that the proposed tower complies with regulations administered by the FAA as it affects towers in said location.

(G) A letter of intent by the owner, for himself and successors, agreeing to allow the shared use of the tower by third parties upon agreement to reasonable terms and conditions for such use.

(H) Any additional information that the City Council and Inspection Department may from time to time require.

603.04.05 Processing:  Each application shall be processed within a reasonable period of time after the application has been filed.  A permit or denial of permit shall be issued by the Inspection Department no later than thirty (30) days after the date on which the application was filed.  The Inspection Department may extend the time period for considering said application beyond the allowed time in increments not to exceed thirty (30) days at a time if the Inspection Department finds that due to the nature and scope of the application additional time is required.  The reasons for the additional time shall be provided to the applicant in writing. The Inspection Department may request in writing additional information from applicant, which request will suspend the time for granting or denying a permit.

603.04.06 Notice:  Applicant must furnish proof that all adjoining landowners have been given written notice of his application.  Inspection Department must give at least fifteen (15) days public notice by publication in the local newspaper that it is considering said application.

603.04.07 Objections:  Any citizen may file objections to an application in writing with the Inspection Department.  Said objections will be considered by the Inspection Department in passing on said application.

603.04.08 Permit Approval:  If the Inspection Department decides to grant the permit, it will give applicant a written notice to proceed with its site plan and tower construction.  Applicant will furnish a schedule of dates for completing each phase of the project and will give Inspection Department notice of the completion of each.  Inspection Department will have forty-eight (48) hours to inspect each completion.  Failure to inspect within said time will authorize applicant to proceed to the next phase.  Inspection Department may stop the project by giving written notice of deficiencies.  Inspection Department’s failure to inspect or find deficiencies does not place any liability on the City of Laurel nor does it relieve applicant of all liability for any accident arising out of said construction or said tower.  Upon completion of all construction and after final inspection, Inspection Department will issue applicant a permit.

603.04.09 Permit Denial:  If the application for a permit is denied then the denial shall be in writing setting forth each specific reason for the denial.  Said reasons shall be placed in applicant’s file in the records of the Inspection Department. The Inspection Department shall mail said reasons to applicant by certified U. S. Mail, return receipt requested.  A denial will be supported by substantial evidence.

603.04.010 Appeals:  Applicant may appeal a decision of the Inspection Department to the Planning Commission within ten (10) days after receipt of a written denial.  Notice of appeal must be in writing and filed with the Inspection Department.  The Planning Commission may hear said appeal after fifteen (15) days’ public notice of the subject matter, time, date and place of the hearing to consider said appeal.  An appeal from any decision of the Planning Commission shall be to the City Council as authorized by other articles of this Ordinance.
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603.05.  TOWERS; PERFORMANCE STANDARDS AND 
             OTHER REQUIREMENTS.

603.05.01 Tower Construction Requirements.  All towers erected, constructed, or located within the City, and all wiring therefor, shall comply with the requirements set forth in the International Building Codes, 2012 Edition, as amended, or most recent editions adopted.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06; Ordinance No. 1633-2016, 3-22-2016

603.05.02 Tower and Antenna Design Requirements:

(A) Towers and antennas shall be designed to blend into the surrounding environment, to the extent possible, unless the FAA or other federal or state authorities require otherwise or that the goal of the co-location would be better served by an alternate design.  The use of color and camouflaging architectural treatment is encouraged and may be required in some area abutting residential areas or other areas of the city.  The Inspection Department may, on a case-by-case basis, require specific colors or other kind of camouflage, such as landscaping, to insure that the aesthetic results compliment the surrounding area.  The use of guyed wires is prohibited.

(B) Towers shall be of a monopole design unless the zoning authority determines that an alternative design would better blend in to the surrounding environment.

603.05.03 Tower Lighting:

(A) Towers shall not be illuminated through the use of artificial lights such as strobe lights or other lighting devices unless specifically required by the FAA or other state and federal government agencies.  Light fixtures may be attached if it is part of the design incorporated into the tower structure to be used for the illumination of athletic fields, parking lots, streets or other similar areas.  Lighting of the accessory buildings for basic security purposes is permissible but may not result in unnecessary glare on adjacent properties in residentially zoned areas.

(B) Should lighting be required by state or federal law the lighting they shall be placed on the tower and designed in such a way as to minimize the glare on adjacent residential properties.  White strobe lights may not be used unless required.

603.05.04 Signs and Advertising:  Towers shall not display signs or advertisements for commercial or non-commercial purposes, unless such signs are for the purpose of providing warning or specific equipment information.

603.05.05 Accessory Utility Buildings and Screening:  All utility buildings and structures accessory to a tower shall be architecturally designed to blend in with the surrounding environment and shall meet the minimum setback requirements of the underlying zoning districts.  Ground mounted equipment shall be screened from view by suitable vegetation, except where a design of non-vegetative screening better reflects and compliments the architectural character of the surrounding neighborhood.  The Inspection Department may require additional screening or otherwise require design modifications to insure that the attractiveness and the aesthetic quality of the area is not adversely impacted.

603.05.06 Abandoned or Unused Towers:  All abandoned, unused or obsolete towers and accompanying accessory facilities shall be removed by the property owner within twelve (12) months of cessation of use.  In the event that a tower and its associated facilities are not removed within twelve (12) months of cessation of operations at a site, the tower and associated facilities may be removed by the City and the costs of removal assessed against the property.

603.05.07 Proof of Non-Interference:  Each application for construction of a wireless telecommunication facility shall include either a preliminary or a certified statement that the construction tower, including reception and transmission functions, will not interfere with the radio, television and public safety communications devices or other services enjoyed by adjacent residential and nonresidential properties.  In the event only a preliminary statement is submitted with the application a final certified statement of non-interference will be provided and approved prior to issuance of a building permit.  The certificate shall be certified by a licensed engineer.

603.05.08 Radio Frequency Emissions:  Each application must show that any antenna placed on the tower meets state and federal regulations pertaining to non-ionizing radiation and other health hazards related to such facilities.  If new or more restrictive standards are adopted then the antenna shall be made to comply or continued operation may be restricted.
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603.06.  SPECIAL USE PERMITS (VARIANCE).

603.06.01 General:  if an applicant desires to build a tower or other antenna that exceeds the height, setback or other requirements herein, or if the applicant wishes to place a tower in a protected area (See Definition K), the applicant may apply for a special use permit or variance, provided the applicant can meet the other requirements of this Article.  The following provisions shall govern the issuance of special use permits (variance).

Source:  Ordinance No. 1317-1998, §I, 6-16-98

(A) The applicant shall present sufficient evidence to support his need for a special use permit and the particular requirements from which he requests relief.

(B) A variance or a special use permit shall be required for the construction, placement and operation of any tower or other antenna where either the site or the structure does not meet the requirements of this Article.

(C) The Inspection Department shall consider each request for a variance on a case-by-case basis.

(D) In granting a special use permit (variance), the Inspection Department may impose zoning conditions to the extent the Inspection Department concludes such conditions are necessary to buffer or otherwise minimize any adverse effect of the proposed tower on adjoining properties.

603.06.02 Factors Considered in Granting Special Use Permits (Variances):  The Inspection Department shall consider the following factors in determining whether to issue a special use permit (variance), although the Inspection Department  may waive or reduce the burden on the applicant of one or more of the criteria, if, in the sole discretion of the Inspection Department, the goals of this Article are better served thereby:

(A) Height of the proposed towers or antenna;

(B) Proximity of the tower to residential structures and residential district boundaries;

(C) Technical or engineering requirements limiting placement of the tower in other areas in order to provide coverage to a specific area;

(D) Nature of uses on adjacent and nearby properties;

(E) Surrounding topography, tree coverage and foliage;

(F) Design of the tower, with particular reference to design characteristics that have the effect of reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness; and,

(G) Availability of suitable existing towers and other structures.
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603.07.  INDEMNITY.

The owner of the tower and all communications service providers must file with the Inspection Department proof of either liability insurance or financial ability to respond to claims up to $1,000,000.00 in the aggregate which may arise from operation of the facility during its life, at no cost to the City.
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603.08.  CO-LOCATION REQUIREMENTS WITH                                                       EXISTING TOWERS OR OTHER STRUCTURES.

603.08.01 All persons applying to erect, construct, or locate a tower or antenna within the City shall also consider the following requirements and either include them in their application or show cause why they cannot be included on that particular tower or site.

603.08.02 Any proposed tower shall be designed, structurally, electrically, and in all respects, to accommodate both the applicant’s antennas and comparable antennas for at least two (2) additional users if the tower is over one hundred (100) feet in height or for at least one (1) additional user if over sixty (60) feet in height.  Towers must be designed to allow for future rearrangement of antennas upon the tower and to accept antennas mounted at varying heights.  The applicant shall not unreasonably deny the right for other providers to co-locate in the future.

603.08.03 No new tower shall be permitted unless the applicant demonstrates to the reasonable satisfaction of the Inspection Department that no existing tower or other structure can accommodate the applicant’s proposed antenna within a one mile search radius (one-half mile for towers under 120 feet in height, one quarter mile for towers under 80 feet in height) of the proposed tower.  Evidence submitted to demonstrate that no existing tower or structure can accommodate the applicant’s proposed antenna may consist of any of the following:

(A)	No existing tower is located within the geographic area required to meet applicant’s engineering requirements.

(B)	Existing towers or structures are not of sufficient height to meet applicant’s engineering requirements.

(C)	Existing towers or structures do not have sufficient structural capacity to support applicant’s proposed antenna and related equipment and the existing or approved tower cannot be reinforced, modified, or replaced to accommodate planned or equivalent equipment at a reasonable cost.

(D)	The applicant’s proposed antenna would cause electromagnetic interference with the antenna on the existing towers or structures, or the antenna on the existing towers or structures would cause interference with the applicant's proposed antenna.

(E)	The fees or costs required to share an existing tower or structure or to adapt an existing tower or structure for sharing are unreasonable.  Costs exceeding new tower construction are presumed unreasonable.

(F)	Property owners or owners of existing towers or structures are unwilling to accommodate reasonably the applicant’s needs.

(G)	The applicant demonstrates that there are other limiting factors that render existing towers and structures unsuitable.
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603.09.  PENALTY.

Any person who violates, neglects, or refuses to comply with, or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Article, shall on conviction be fined no more than Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) for each offense, or be imprisoned for ninety (90) days, or both such fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense.  In addition to the above penalty, the City may obtain an injunction for the purpose of enforcing the terms of this Article.
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603.10.  SEVERABILITY.

In the event any section, clause, or provision of this Article shall be declared by the Courts to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Article as a whole or any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid.
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603.11.  REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ARTICLES OR ORDINANCES.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Article be and the same are hereby repealed.
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603.12.  EFFECT DATE.

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days after its passage.
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604.  RESIDENTIAL FENCES AND WALLS.

604.01.  Fences and Walls

Fences and walls in residential districts may be permitted in any required yard or along the edge of any yard provided that no fence or wall which is also a concealing fence and located in front of any front building line shall exceed four (4) feet in height and shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height on the side or rear yards.  In a reverse frontage lot situation, the fence or wall which is also a screen located in the side yard abutting the rear of the lot shall not exceed six (6) feet in height.  The lawful location and maintenance of fences and walls existing at the time of the passage of this Section may be continued, although such use does not conform with the provisions hereof, provided however, that no structural alterations may be made therein and the same my not be replaced without conforming to this Section.

604.02.  Building Permit Required

Fences, walls, and other boundary structures require a building permit according to this ordinance and the International Building Code, 2012 Edition, as amended, or most recent edition adopted, and any future editions and all commercial installers of these structures will be required to have a City Privilege License. 
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[bookmark: _Toc3695088][bookmark: _Toc3695627]605.  REGULATING THE LOCATION AND OPERATION OF 
        ADULT ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENTS.

605.01. Purposes and Intent.

		It is the purpose of this Ordinance to regulate sexually oriented businesses and related activities to promote the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the citizens of the City of Laurel, and to establish reasonable and uniform regulations to prevent the deleterious location and concentration of sexually oriented businesses within the City.  The provisions of this Ordinance have neither the purpose nor the effect of imposing a limitation or restriction on the content of any communicative material, including sexually oriented materials.  Similarly, it is not the intent nor effect of this Ordinance to restrict or deny access by adults to sexually oriented materials protected by the First Amendment, or to deny access by the distributors and exhibitors of sexually oriented entertainment to their intended market.  Neither is it the intent nor effect of this Ordinance to condone or legitimize the distribution of obscene materials.

	The Mayor and Council find that such regulation would protect the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the City of Laurel, Mississippi.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1324-1998, Article VI, §605, 9-8-98

605.02. Definitions.	

(A) ADULT ARCADE means any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein coin-operated or slug-operated or electronically, electrically, or mechanically controlled still or motion picture machines, projectors, or other image-producing devices are maintained to show images to five (5) or fewer persons per machine at any one time, and where the images so displayed are distinguished or characterized by the depicting or describing of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”.

(B) ADULT BOOKSTORE or ADULT VIDEO STORE means a commercial establishment which, as one of its principal business purposes, offers for sale or rental any form of consideration, any one or more of the following:

1. books, magazines, periodicals, or other printed matter, or photographs, films, motion picture, video cassettes or video reproductions, slides, or other visual representations which depict or describe “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”; or

2. instruments, devices or paraphernalia which are designed for use in connection with “specified sexual activities”.

A commercial establishment may have other principal business purposes that do not involve the offering for sale or rental of material depicting or describing “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” and still be categorized as ADULT BOOKSTORE or ADULT VIDEO STORE.  Such other business purposes will not serve to exempt such commercial establishments from being categorized as an ADULT BOOKSTORE or ADULT VIDEO STOE, so long as it offers for sale or rental for consideration the specified materials which depict or describe “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”.  A principal business purpose need not be a primary use of an establishment, so long as it is a significant use.  A significant use includes, but is not limited to, the following:

		25% of commercial inventory; or
		25% of gross sale; or
		25% of commercial floor space

(C) ADULT CABARET means a nightclub, bar, restaurant, or similar commercial establishment which regularly features:

1. persons who appear in a state of semi-nudity; or
2. live performances which are characterized by the exposure of “specified anatomical areas” or by “specified sexual activities”; or
3. films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other photographic reproductions which are characterized by the depiction or description of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas; or
4. person who engage in lewd, lascivious or erotic dancing or performances that are intended for the sexual interests or titillation of an audience or customers.

(D) ADULT MOTEL means a hotel, motel or similar commercial establishment which:

1. offers accommodation to the public for any form of consideration and provides patrols with closed-circuit television transmission, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or other photographic reproductions which are characterized by the depiction or description of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”; and has a sign visible from the public right-of-way which advertises the availability of this adult type of photographic reproductions; and
2. offers a sleeping room for rent a period of time that is less than twenty-four (24) hours; or
3. allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to sub-rent the room for a period of time that is less than twenty-four (24) hours.

(E) ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER means a commercial establishment where, for any form of consideration, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or similar photographic reproductions are regularly shown which are characterized by the depiction or description of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”.

(F) ADULT THEATER means a theater, concert hall, auditorium, or similar commercial establishment which regularly features persons who appear in a state of nudity or live performances.

(G) DIRECTOR means the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee and such employee(s) of the Inspection Department as she/he may designate to perform the duties of the “Director” under this Ordinance.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

(H) ESCORT means a person who, for consideration, agrees or offers to act as a companion, guide or date for another person, or who agrees or offers to privately model lingerie or to privately perform a striptease for another person.

(I)	ESCORT AGENCY means a person or business association who furnishes offers to furnish, or advertises to furnish escorts as one of its primary business purposes for a fee, tip or other consideration.

	(J)	ESTABLISHMENT means and includes any of the following:

1. the opening or commencement of any sexually oriented business as a new business;
2. the conversion of any existing business, whether or not a sexually oriented business, to any sexually oriented business;
3. the additions of any sexually oriented business to any other existing sexually oriented business; or
4. the relocation of any sexually oriented business.

(K) LICENSED DAY-CARE CENTER means a facility licensed by the State of Mississippi, whether situated within the City or not, that provides care, training, education, custody, treatment or supervision of more than twelve (12) children under fourteen (14) years of age, where such children are not related by blood, marriage or adoption to the owner or operator of the facility, for less than twenty-four (24) hours a day, regardless of whether or not the facility is operated for a profit or charges for the services it offers.

(L) PERMITTEE AND/OR LICENSEE means a person in whose name a permit and/or license to operate a sexually oriented business has been issued, as well as the individual listed as an applicant on the application for a permit and/or license.

(M)	NUDITY or a STATE OF NUDITY means the appearance of a human bare buttock, anus, male genitals, female genitals, or female breast, without a fully opaque complete covering of the breast below a point immediately above the top of areola, or human male genitals, in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered.

(N)	PERSON means an individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, or other legal entity.

(O)	SEMI-NUDE means a state of dress in which clothing covers no more than the human bare buttocks, anus, male genitals, female genitals, or female breast without a fully opaque complete covering of the breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola, or human male genitals, in a discernibly turgid state, even if completed or opaquely covered.

(P) SEXUAL ENCOUNTER CENTER means a business or commercial enterprise that, as one of its principal business purposes, offers for any form of consideration:

1. physical contact in the form of wrestling or tumbling between persons of the opposite sex; or
2. activities between male and female persons and/or persons of the same sex when one or more of the persons is in a state of nudity or semi-nudity.

(Q) SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS means an adult arcade, adult bookstore, or adult video store, adult cabaret, adult motel, adult motion picture theatre, adult theater, escort agency, nude model studio, or sexual encounter center.

(R) SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS means the male genitals in a state of sexual arousal and/or the vulva or more intimate parts of the female genitals.

(S) SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES means and includes any of the following:

1. the fondling of other erotic touching of human genitals, public region, buttocks, anus, or female breasts;
2. sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including intercourse, oral copulation, or sodomy;
3. masturbation, actual or simulated; or
4. excretory functions as part of, or in connection with any of the above activities set forth in (A) through (C) above.

(T) SUBSTANTIAL ENLARGEMENT of a sexually oriented business means the increase in floor areas occupied by the business by more than twenty-five percent (25%), as the floor areas exist on date of passage.

(U) TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OR CONTROL of a sexually oriented business means and includes any of the following:

1. the sale, lease or sub-lease of the business;
2. the transfer of securities which constitute a controlling interest in the business, whether by sale, exchange, or similar means; or
3. the establishment of a trust, gift, or other similar legal device which transfers the ownership or control of the business, except for transfer by bequest or other operation of law upon the death of the person possessing the ownership or control.

605.03. Classification.

Sexually oriented businesses are classified as follows:

(A) adult arcades;
(B) adult bookstores or adult video stores;
(C) adult cabarets;
(D) adult motels;
(E) adult motion pictures theatres;
(F) adult theatres;
(G) escort agencies;
(H) nude model studios; or
(I) sexual encounters center

605.04. Permit and/or License Required.

605.04.01 It shall be unlawful for a person to operate a sexually oriented business without a valid permit and/or license issued by the Director.

605.04.02 An application for a permit and/or license must be made on a form provided by the City of Laurel.  The application must be accompanied by a sketch or a diagram showing the configuration of the premises, including a statement of total floor space occupied by the business.  The sketch or diagram need not be professionally prepared, but must be drawn to a designated scale or drawn with marked dimensions of the interior of the premises to an accuracy of plus or minus six inches (6”).

605.04.03 The applicant must pay a permit and/or license fee.  The fee must be paid either in cash or by cashier’s check or money order made payable to the City of Laurel.

605.04.04 The applicant must be qualified according to the provisions of this Ordinance, and the premises must be inspected and found to be in compliance with the law by the health department, fire department, building inspector and zoning official.

605.04.05 If a person who wishes to operate a sexually oriented business is an individual, he must sign the application for a permit and/or license as applicant.  If a person who wishes to operate a sexually oriented business is other than an individual, each individual who has a ten percent (10%) or greater interest in the business must sign the application for a permit and/or license as applicant.  If a corporation is listed as owner of a sexually oriented business, or as the entity which wishes to operate such a business, each individual having ten percent (10%) or greater interest in the corporation must sign the application for a permit and/or license as applicant.

605.04.06 The fact that a person possesses other types of state or city permits and/or licenses does not exempt him from the requirement of obtaining a sexually oriented business permit and/or license.

605.04.07 Application for a permit, whether original or renewal, must be made to the Director by the intended operator of the enterprise.  Applications must be submitted by hand delivery to the office of the Director or the Director’s designee during regular working hours.  Application forms shall be supplied by the Director.  The intended operator shall be required to give the following information on the application form:

(A) the name, street address (and mailing address, if different), and Mississippi driver’s license number of the intended operator;
(B) the name and street address (and mailing address, if different) of the owner(s);
(C) the name under which the establishment is to be operated and a general description of the services provided;
(D) the telephone number of the establishment;
(E) the address and legal description of the tract of land on which the establishment is to be located;
(F) if the establishment is in operation, the date on which the owner(s) acquired the establishment for which the permit is sought, and the date on which the establishment began operations as sexually oriented business at the location for which the permit is sought; and
(G) if the establishment is not in operation, the expected start-up date (which shall be expressed in number of days from the date of issuance of the permit).  If the expected start-up date is to be more than ten (10) days following the date of issuance of the permit, then a detailed explanation of the construction, repair or remodeling work or other cause of the expected delay and a statement of the owner’s time schedule and plan for accomplishing the same.  

605.04.08 The application shall be accompanied by the following:

(A) payment of the application fee in full;
(B) if the establishment is a Mississippi corporation, a certified copy of the Articles of Incorporation, together with all amendments thereto;
(C) if the establishment is a foreign corporation, a certified copy of the Certificate of Authority to Transact Business in the State of Mississippi together with all amendments thereto;
(D) if the establishment is a limited partnership formed under the laws of Mississippi, a certified copy of the Certificate of Limited partnership, together with all amendments, thereto;
(E) if the establishment is a foreign limited partnership, a certified copy of the Certificate of Limited Partnership and the qualification documents, together with all amendments, thereto;
(F) proof of the current fee ownership of the tract of land on which the establishment is to be situated, in the form of a copy of the recorded deed;
(G) if the persons identified as the fee owner(s) of the tract of land in item (F) are not also the owners of the establishment, then the lease, purchase contract, purchase option contract, lease option contract or other document(s) evidencing the legally enforceable right of the owners of the establishment to have or obtain the use and possession of the tract or portion thereof that is to be used for the establishment for the purpose of the operation of the establishment;
(H) any of items (B) through (G) above, shall not be required for a renewal application, provided the applicant states that the documents previously furnished the Director with the original application, or previous renewals thereof, remain correct and current.

605.04.09 The application shall contain a statement under oath that:

(A) the applicant has personal knowledge of the information contained in the application and that the information contained therein and furnished therewith is true and correct; and
(B) the applicant has read the provisions of this Article.

605.04.010 A separate application and permit shall be required for each sexually oriented business, regardless of the owner.

605.05. Fees.

The annual fee for a sexually oriented business permit and/or license is Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00).  This fee is to be used to pay for the cost of administration and enforcement of this Ordinance.

605.06. Issuance of Permit and/or License.

605.06.01 The Director shall approve the issuance of a permit and/or license to an applicant within thirty (30) days after receipt of an application, unless he finds one or more of the following to be true:

(A) an applicant is under twenty-one (21) years of age; 
(B) an applicant is a convicted felon;
(C) an applicant or applicant’s spouse is overdue in his payment to the City of taxes, fines or penalties assessed against him, or imposed upon him; 
(D) an applicant has failed to provide information reasonably necessary for issuance of the permit and/or license or has falsely answered a question or request for information on the application form;
(E) an applicant is residing with a person who has been denied a permit and/or license by the City to operate a sexually oriented business within the preceding twelve (12) months, or residing with a person whose license to operate a sexually oriented business has been revoked within the preceding twelve (12) months;
(F) the premises to be used for the sexually oriented business have not been approved by the health department, fire department, building inspector and zoning official, as to be in compliance with applicable laws and Ordinances.
(G) the permit and/or license fee required by this Ordinance has not been paid;
(H) an application of the proposed establishment is in violation of, or is not in compliance with, any of the provisions of this Ordinance.

605.06.02 The permit and/or license, if granted, shall state on its face, the name of the person or persons to whom it is granted, the expiration date, and the address of the sexually oriented business.  The permit and/or license shall be posted in a conspicuous place at or near the entrance to the sexually oriented business so that it may be easily read at any time.

605.06.03 The Health Department, Fire Department, and Building Inspector shall complete their certification that the premises is in compliance or not in compliance within thirty (30) days of receipt of the application by the Director.  The certification shall be promptly presented to the Director.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

605.06.04 In the event that the Director determines that an applicant is not eligible for a permit, the applicant shall be given notice in writing of the reasons for the denial within forty-five (45) days of the receipt of its application by the Director.  The applicant may request in writing, that such period be extended for an additional period of not more than ten (10) days at any time before the notice is issued in order to make modifications necessary to comply with this Ordinance.

605.06.05 An applicant may appeal the decision of the Director, regarding denial to City Council by filing a written notice of appeal with the City Clerk within ten (10) days after the applicant is given notice of the Director’s decision.  The notice of appeal shall be accompanied by a memorandum or other writing setting out fully the grounds for such appeal and all arguments in support thereof.  The Director may submit a memorandum in response to the memorandum filed by the applicant on appeal to City Council.  After reviewing such memoranda, as well as the Director’s written decision, if any, and exhibits submitted to the Director, the City Council shall vote to either uphold or overrule the Director’s decision.  Such vote shall be taken within thirty (30) calendar days after the date on which the City Clerk receives the notice of appeal.  However, all parties shall be required to comply with the Director’s decision during the pendency of the appeal.

[bookmark: _Toc3695089][bookmark: _Toc3695628][bookmark: _Toc10868403][bookmark: _Toc10871283]Source:  Ordinance No. 1324-1998, Art. VI, §605, 9-8-98

605.07. Inspection.

An applicant, or permittee, and/or licensee shall permit representatives of the Police Department, Health Department, Fire Department, Inspection Department, or other City or State departments or agencies to inspect the premises of a sexually oriented business for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the laws, at any time it is occupied or open for business.  
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605.08. Expiration of Permit and/or License.

605.08.01 Each permit and/or license shall expire one (1) year from the date of issuance and may be renewed only by making application as provided in Section 605.04.  application for renewal should be made at least thirty (30) days before the expiration date, and when made less than thirty (30) days before the expiration date, the expiration of the permit and/or license will not be affected.

605.08.02 When the Director denies renewal of a license, the applicant shall not be issued a permit and/or license for one (1) year from the date of denial.  If, subsequent to denial, the Director finds that the basis of denial of the renewal permit and/or license, has been corrected or abated, the applicant may be granted a permit and/or license, if at least ninety (90) days have elapsed since the date denial became final.
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605.09. Suspension.

The Director shall suspend a permit and/or license for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days, if he determines that permittee and/or licensee, or an employee of a permittee and/or licensee has:

(A) violated or is not in compliance with any section of this Ordinance;
(B) become impaired or intoxicated through the use of alcoholic beverages, while on the sexually oriented business premises;
(C) refused to allow an inspection of the sexually oriented business premises as authorized by this Ordinance;
(D) knowingly permitted gambling by any person on the sexually oriented business premises; or
(E) been charged with a felony.
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605.010. Revocation.

605.010.01 The Director shall revoke a permit and/or license, if a cause of suspension in Section 605.09 occurs and the permit and/or license has been suspended within the proceeding twelve (12) months.

605.010.02 The Director shall also revoke a permit and/or license if he determines that:

(A) a permittee and/or licensee gave false or misleading information in the material submitted during the application process;
(B) a permittee and/or licensee or an employee has knowingly allowed possession, use or sale of controlled substances on the premises;
(C) a permittee and/or licensee or an employee has knowingly allowed prostitution on the premises;
(D) a permittee and/or licensee or an employee knowingly operated the sexually oriented business during a period of time when the permittee’s and/or licensee’s permit and/or license was suspended.
(E) a permittee and/or licensee or an employee has knowingly allowed any act of sexual intercourse, sodomy, oral copulation, masturbation, or other sexual conduct to occur in or on the permitted and/or licensed premises;
(F) a permittee and/or licensee is delinquent in payment to the City, County, or State for any taxes or fees assessed;
(G) the owner or operator of the permitted establishment knowingly allowed a person under twenty-one (21) years of age to enter an establishment; or
(H) that there was a change of owner or operator for which a transfer application was not timely filed; or
(I) convicted of a felony.

605.010.03 When the Director revokes a permit and/or license, the revocation shall continue for one 91) year, and the permittee and/or licensee shall not be issued a sexually oriented permit and/or license for one (1) year from the date revocation became effective.  If, subsequent to revocation, the Director finds that the basis for the revocation has been corrected or abated, the applicant may be granted a permit and/or license, if at least ninety (90) days have elapsed since the date the revocation became effective.

605.010.04 After denial of an application by the Director and City Council, or denial of a renewal of an application, or suspension or revocation of a permit and/or license by the Director, the applicant or licensee or permittee may seek prompt judicial review of such administrative action in any court of competent jurisdiction.
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605.011. Transfer of Permit and/or License.

A permittee and/or licensee shall not transfer his permit and/or license to another, nor shall a permittee and/or licensee operate a sexually oriented business under the authority of a permit and/or license at any place other than the address designated in the application.
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605.012. Location Restrictions.

Sexually oriented businesses shall be permitted in Section I-2, Light Industrial District only, provided that:

(A) The sexually oriented business may not be operated within one thousand (1,000) feet of:
1. a church, synagogue or regular place of religious worship;
2. a public or private elementary or secondary school;
3. a boundary of any residential district;
4. a public park, playground, or any other public recreation/sports facility;
5. a licensed day-care center;
6. a nursing, convalescent, retirement, or assisted care facility; or
7. another sexually oriented business.

(B) A sexually oriented business may not be operated in the same building, structure, or portion thereof, containing another sexually oriented business.
(C) For the purpose of this Ordinance, measurement shall be made in a straight line, without regard to intervening structures or objects, from the nearest portion of the building or structure used as a part of the premises where a sexually oriented business is conducted, to the nearest property line of the premises of a church, synagogue, regular place of worship, or public or private elementary or secondary school, or to the nearest boundary of an affected public park, residential district, or residential lot, or licensed day care center.
(D) For purposes of Subsection (C) of this section, the distance between any two (2) sexually oriented business uses shall be measured in a straight line, without regard to intervening structures or objects, from the closest exterior wall of the structure in which each business is located.
(E) A sexually oriented business must be conducted in a building with a minimum of three thousand (3,000) square feet.
(F) A sexually oriented business must have a parking lot providing at least one (1) parking space for every one hundred (100) square feet of building space, in addition to providing handicapped parking as prescribed by § 1104 (Table 1104.3) of Standard Building Code, 1994 Edition and thereafter as amended.
(G) A sexually oriented business must provide outside lighting for the parking lot, with a minimum luminescence of 5-7 foot candle (average maintained).
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605.013. Non-Conforming Uses.

605.013.01 Any business lawfully operating on the effective date of this Ordinance that is in violation of the locational or structural configuration requirements of this Ordinance shall be deemed a non-conforming use.  The non-conforming use will be permitted to continue for a period not to exceed two (2) years, unless sooner terminated for any reason or voluntarily discontinued for a period of thirty (30) days or more.  Such non-conforming uses shall not be increased, enlarged, extended, or altered, except that the use may be changed to a conforming use.  If two (2) or more sexually oriented businesses are within one thousand (1,000) fee of one another, and otherwise in a permissible location, the sexually oriented business which was first established and continually operated at a particular location is the conforming use and the later-established business(es) is non-conforming.

605.013.02 A sexually oriented business lawfully operating as a conforming use is not rendered a non-conforming use by the location, subsequent to the grant or renewal of the sexually oriented business permit and/or license, of a church, synagogue, or regular place of religious worship, public or private elementary or secondary school, licensed day-care center, public park or residential district within one thousand (1,000) feet of the sexually oriented business. This provision applies only to the renewal of a valid permit and/or license, and does not apply when an application for a permit and/or license is submitted after a permit and/or license has expired or has been revoked.
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605.014. Regulations Pertaining to the Sale of Alcohol or Alcoholic Beverages.

No alcohol, beer, wine or other like drinks may be allowed on or inside the premises of any adult arcade, adult bookstore, or adult video store, adult cabaret, adult motel, adult motion picture theatre, adult theater, sexual encounter center, or any other sexually oriented business.
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605.015. Exterior Portions of Sexually Oriented Businesses.

605.015.01 It shall be unlawful for an owner or operator of a sexually oriented business to allow the merchandise or activities of the establishment to be visible from a point outside the establishment.

605.015.02 It shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of a sexually oriented business to allow the exterior portion of the sexually oriented business to have flashing lights, or any words, letting, photographs, silhouettes, drawings, or pictorial representations of any manner except to the extent permitted by the provisions of this Ordinance.

605.015.03 It shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of a sexually oriented business to allow exterior portions of the establishment to be painted any color other than a single achromatic color.  This provision shall not apply to a sexually oriented business, if the following conditions are met:

(A) the establishment is part of a commercial multi-unit center; and
(B) the exterior portions of each individual unit in the commercial multi-unit center, including the exterior portions of the business, are painted the same color as one another or are painted in such a way so as to be a component of the overall architectural style or pattern of the commercial multi-unit center.

605.015.04 Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the painting of an otherwise unpainted exterior portion of a sexually oriented business.
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605.016. Signage.

605.016.01 Notwithstanding any other City Ordinance Code, or regulation to the contrary, it shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of any sexually oriented business or any other person to erect, construct, or maintain any sign for the sexually oriented business, other than the one (1) primary sign, and one (1) secondary sign, as provided herein.

605.016.02 Primary signs shall have no more than two (2) display surfaces. Each such display surface shall:

(A) not contain any flashing lights;
(B) be a flat plane, rectangular in shape;
(C) not exceed seventy-five (75) square feet in area; and
(D) not exceed ten (10) feet in height or ten (10) feet in length.

605.016.03 Primary signs shall contain no photographs, silhouettes, drawings, or pictorial representations in any manner, and may contain only the name of the enterprise.  

605.016.04 Each letter forming a word on a primary sign shall be of solid color.  The background behind such letters on the display surface of a primary sign shall be of a uniform and solid color.

605.016.05 Secondary signs shall have only one (1) display surface.  Such display surface shall:

(A) be a flat plane, rectangular in shape;
(B) not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area;
(C) not exceed five (5) feet in height and four (4) feet in width; and
(D) be affixed or attached to any wall or door of the enterprise.

605.016.06 The provisions of item (A) of Subsection 605.16.02 and Subsections 605.16.03 and 605.16.04 shall also apply to secondary signs.
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605.017. Persons Younger than Twenty-One (21) Prohibited from Entry; Attendant Required.

605.017.01 It shall be unlawful to allow a person who is younger than twenty-one (21) years of age to enter or be on the premises of a sexually oriented business at any time that the sexually oriented business is open for business.

605.017.02 It shall be the duty of the operator of each sexually oriented business to ensure that an attendant and/or clerk is stationed at each public entrance to the sexually oriented business at all times during such sexually oriented business’ regular business hours.  It shall be the duty of the attendant and/or clerk to prohibit any person under the age of twenty-one (21) years from entering the sexually oriented business.  It shall be presumed that an attendant and/or clerk knew a person was under the age of twenty-one (21) years of age unless such attendant and/or clerk asked for and was furnished:

(A) a valid operator’s, commercial operator’s or chauffeur’s driver’s licenses; or
(B) a valid personal identification certificate issued by the State of Mississippi reflecting that such person is twenty-one (21) years of age or older.
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605.018. Additional Regulations for Adult Motels.

605.018.01 Evidence that a sleeping room in a hotel, motel, or a similar commercial establishment has been rented and vacated two (2) or more times in a period of time that is less than ten (10) hours, creates a rebuttable presumption that the establishment is an adult motel as that term is defined in this section.

605.018.02 It is unlawful if a person, as the person in control of a sleeping room in a hotel, motel, or similar commercial establishment that does not have a sexually oriented permit and/or license, rents, or subrents a sleeping room to a person, and within ten (10) hours from the time the room is rented, he rents or subrents the same sleeping room again.

605.018.03 For purposes of Subsection 605.18.02 of this section, the terms “rent” or “subrent” mean the act of permitting a room to be occupied for any form of consideration.
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605.019. Regulations Pertaining to Exhibition of Sexually Explicit Films or Videos.

605.019.01 A person who operates or causes to be operated a sexually oriented business, other than adult motel, which exhibits on the premises a viewing room of less than one hundred fifty (150) square feet of floor space, a film, video cassettes, or other video reproduction which depicts specified activities or specified anatomical areas, shall comply with the following requirements:

(A) Upon application for a sexually oriented permit and/or license, the application shall be accompanied by a diagram of the premises showing a plan thereof specifying the location of one or more manager’s stations and the location of all overhead lighting fixtures, and designating any portion of the premises in which patrons will not be permitted.  A manager’s station may not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of floor area.  The diagram shall also designate the place at which the permit will be conspicuously posted, if granted.  A professionally prepared diagram in the nature of an engineer’s or architect’s blueprint shall not be required; however, each diagram should be oriented to the north or to some designated street or object and should be drawn to a designated scale or with marked dimensions sufficient to show the various internal dimensions of all areas of the interior of the premises to an accuracy of plus or minus six inches (6”).  The Director may waive the foregoing diagram for renewal applications if the applicant adopts a diagram that was previously submitted and certifies that the configuration of the premises has not been altered since it was prepared.
(B) The application shall be sworn to be true and correct by the applicant.
(C) No alteration in the configuration or location of a manager’s station may be made without the prior approval of the Director or his designee.
(D) It is the duty of the owners and operator of the premises to ensure that at least one employee is on duty and situated in each manager’s station at all times that any patron is present inside the premises.
(E) The interior of the premises shall be configured in such a manner that there is an unobstructed view from a manager’s station of every area of the premises to which any patron is permitted access for any purpose, excluding restrooms.  Restrooms may not contain video reproduction equipment.  If the premises have two (2) or more manager’s stations designated, then the interior of the premises shall be configured in such a manner that there is an unobstructed view of each area of the premises to which any patron is permitted access for any purpose from at least one of the manager’s stations.  The view required in this subsection must be by direct line of sight from the manager’s station.
(F) It shall be the duty of the owners and operator, and it shall also be the duty of any agents and employees present in the premises, to ensure that the view area specified in Subsection (E) remains unobstructed by any doors, walls, merchandise, display racks, or other materials, at all times, to ensure that no patron is permitted access to any area of the premises which has been designated as an area in which patrons will not be permitted in the application filed, pursuant to Subsection (A) of this section.
(G) No viewing room may be occupied by more than one (1) person at any time.
(H) The premises shall be equipped with overhead lighting fixtures of sufficient intensity to illuminate every place to which patrons are permitted access, at an illumination of not less than one (1.0) foot-candle, as measured at the floor level.
(I) It shall be the duty of the owners and operator, and it shall also be the duty of any agents and employees present in the premises, to ensure that the illumination described above is maintained at all times that any patron is present in the businesses.
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605.020. Regulations Pertaining to Specific Sexually Oriented Businesses.

605.020.01 No physical contact is permitted between live performers and any customer/patron during any live performance at a sexually oriented business providing live entertainment.

605.020.02 Performers at a sexually oriented business providing live entertainment, must maintain a distance from any customer/patron not less than four (4) feet while in the act of performing.

605.020.03 All sexually oriented businesses, excluding Adult Motels, may only be operated from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

605.020.04 Live performers at sexually oriented businesses providing live entertainment, are required to maintain cover of their genitals.

605.020.05 Any employee, other than a live performer, of any sexually oriented business must be at least twenty-one (21) years of age at the time she/he is hired.  Any live performer employed at a sexually oriented business providing live entertainment must be at least twenty-one (21) years of age at the time she/he is hired.
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605.021. Notices.

605.21.01	Any notice required or permitted to be given by the Director or any other City, office, division, department or other agency under this Ordinance to any applicant, operator or owner of an establishment may be given either by personal delivery or by certified United States mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, addressed to the most recent address as specified in the application for the permit, or transfer application which has been received by the Director, or any notice of address change which has been received by the Director.  Notices mailed as above shall be deemed given upon their deposit in the United States mail.  In the event that any notice given by mail is returned by the postal service, the Director or his designee shall cause to be posted at the principal entrance to the establishment.

605.021.02 Any notice required or permitted to be given to the Director by any person under this Ordinance shall not be deemed given until and unless it is received in the office of the Director.

605.021.03 It shall be the duty of each owner who is designated on the permit application and each operator to furnish notice to the Director in writing of any change of residence or mailing address.
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605.022. Injunction.

A person who operated or causes to be operated a sexually oriented business without a valid permit and/or license or otherwise violates this Ordinance is subject to a suit for injunction as well as prosecution from criminal violations.
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605.023. Separability.

If any section, subsection, or clause of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, the validity of the remaining sections, subsections, and clauses shall not be affected thereby.
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605.024. Conflicting Ordinances Repealed.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.  
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605.025. Effect of Ordinance.

This Ordinance shall be in force and effect thirty (30) days after passage.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1324-1998, Art. VI, §605, 9-8-98


SECTION 606.  LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS

606.01. General Description.

The purpose and intent of the City of Laurel Landscaping Regulations is to recapture and maintain many of the environmental features and amenities of the City for present and future generations.  Adherence to these regulations will improve the appearance of off-street vehicular use areas and other development parcels within the City through the installation and maintenance of landscaping for screening and aesthetic effects, thereby serving to protect and preserve the appearance, character, value and safety of the total urban area and nearby properties.  It is intended that these provisions shall constitute minimum requirements. Creative designs are encouraged, and may be augmented from time- to-time by ordinances adopted by the City Council.

606.02.  Applicable Areas.

606.02.01	All developments, including parking lots, other than R-1-- Low Density and R-2 -- Medium Density Residential, shall maintain a landscaped strip over that area being thirty (30) percent of the lineal frontage along one street of the subject parcel and being equal in depth to 50% of the required front yard for the subject zoning district.  This required landscape area shall be maintained with grass or other landscape materials as described it Section 606.04 below, and maybe installed as described above or the equivalent square footage of this area may be located in one or more clusters at any other place in front of the front building line of the principal structure.  This requirement shall be in addition to that landscaping required under Sections 606.06.01, 606 07, and 606.08 for vehicular use areas, as indicated below

606.02.02	All vehicular use areas, except those located on, under, or within buildings and except those serving single residences or two-family residential uses on lots of less than forty-eight (48) feet in width, shall conform to the minimum landscaping requirements hereinafter provided.  However, single and/or multi-family residential buildings joined together by common walls, where individual garages and driveways for each dwelling unit are provided, shall be excluded from the minimum landscaping requirements hereinafter provided.

606.02.03	Vehicular Use Areas shalt include all areas used for parking, circulation and/or display of any and all types of vehicles, hoses, or heavy construction equipment, or other machinery capable of movement over streets and highways, whether self-propelled or not, and all areas upon which such vehicles traverse as a function of the primary uses of the related structures or properties.

This section shall include, but is not limited to, activities of a drive-in nature, such as service stations, convenience stores, banks, restaurants, multiple dwellings, and the like.  The requirements set forth herein shall also apply to improvements or additions to existing vehicular use areas, but shall not apply to vehicular use areas in existence at the time of adoption of this Ordinance.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, improvements shall include the installation of asphalt paving and/or concrete over any previously unimproved vehicular use area. Additions shall include any increase equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of the required parking for said use or size of existing vehicular use area.  Additions equal to fifty percent (50%) of the total area of vehicular use shall require that the remaining fifty percent (50%) be brought up to standard both in terms of paving and landscaping.  
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606.03.  Grounds Permit and Site Plan Reviewed Required.

Prior to any development or expansion of any vehicular use area, Application shall be made to the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee in conjunction with the Site Plan Review Committee for site plan review and the issuance of a grounds permit.  A grounds permit shall be issued upon approval by the appropriate City departments after a finding that the provisions of this Section have been complied with and properly shown on an approved site plan.

606.03.01	Landscaping Plan:  The developer shall submit to the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee such information as may be deemed necessary, including three (3) copies of a combination site plan/landscaping plan/planting plan.  Said plan shall hereinafter be referred to as the “Landscaping Plan” and shall be required to be submitted for all proposed Vehicular Use Area and buffer strips and screening required elsewhere in this Ordinance.  When the Vehicular Area is adjacent to, or developed a connection with a proposed new structure, the Landscaping Plan shall be submitted at the time of the submittal of construction plans for the proposed structure.

606.03.02 	Required Information to be shown on Plans
The Landscaping Plan shall indicate the following:

-  Owner:  name, address, telephone number
-  Designer:  name, address, telephone number
-  Scale of plans (Min 1” = 30’)
-  Arrow indicating north
-  All dimensions and property lines
-  Delineation of existing and proposed parking
-  Access aisles, driveways, sidewalks, curbs
-  Any vehicular use controls (signs, strips, fire lanes, other     special areas)
-  Location of curb cuts on adjacent property and rights-of-     way
-  Location of median opening on abutting street
-  Lighting
-  Irrigation systems
-  Planting areas:  quantity, spacing, size, species
-  Decorative or screen walls heights and type of 
   construction
-  Existing and proposed trees:  quantity, spacing, size, 
   species
-  Wheel stops
-  Screening or buffering, if required.

606.03.03	Fees:  Review of Landscape plans shall be considered as a site plan review and shall be subject to such fees as are currently in effect at time of submission.  A Public Works fee may also be required if installation of driveways is involved.

606.03.04 	Certification of Compliance:  Upon completion of improvements, an Inspection Officer shall inspect the Vehicular Use Area for compliance with the approved plan and other requirements of this Section.  Certification of compliance must be indicated on the Building Permit by the Inspection Officer before a certificate of occupancy can be issued for any related structure.  When occupancy of a related building is desired, prior to completion of the Vehicular Use Area, a temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued if a financial guarantee, acceptable in form to the City and adequate to assure completion of the requirements of this Ordinance, is provided.  

Certification that the landscape plan has been prepared by one of the following is required:  a registered landscape architect, professional engineer, landscape designers, full- time builder designer, and that it satisfies all purposes, objectives and requirements of this Section.
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606.04.  Landscaping Standards.

All required landscaping shall consist of any of the following or combination thereof:  materials such as, but not limited to, grass, ground covers, shrubs, vines, hedges, or trees.  In addition, non-living durable materials may be used to complement, but not to be credited as landscaping.  These materials include, but are not limited to wood chips, wood structures walls, or fences, but excluding paving, sand, rocks and pebbles.  Plant materials used in conformance with provisions of this Ordinance shall conform to the standards recommended by the American Standard for Nursery Stock at revised in 1990.

606.04.01 Trees shall be a species recognized by the State of Mississippi Division of Forestry, as being acceptable for this area.  Trees shall be of a species achieving at maturity, an average spread of crown of greater than fifteen (15) feet and having trunk(s) which can be maintained with a minimum of six (6) feet of clean wood trunk elevation. Trees basing an average mature spread of crown less than fifteen (15) feet may be substituted by grouping same so as to create the equivalent of a fifteen (15) foot crown spread. Tree species shall have a minimum of one and one half to two (1½ to 2) to two (2) inch caliper measured at the diameter at breast height and shall be a minimum of six to eight (6-8) feet in overall height at the time of planting.   Trees of a species whose roots are known to cause damage to public roadways, sewers, or other public works shall not be allowed unless the tree root system is completely contained within a barrier for which a minimum interior surface dimension shall be ten (10) feet square with a depth of five (5) feet.

606.04.02	Shrubs and Hedges:  Shrubs shall be a minimum of one (1) foot in height at the time of planting.  Hedges, where required, shall be planted and maintained so as to form a continuous, unbroken, visual screen within a maximum of one (1) year after time of planting.

606.04.03	Vines:  Vines shall be a minimum at thirty (30) inches in height at the time of planting and maybe used in conjunction with fences, screens or walls to meet physical barrier requirements as specified.

606.04.04	Ground Covers:  Ground covers used in lieu of grass, in whole or in part, shall be planted in such a manner as to present a finished appearance and reasonably complete coverage within three (3) months after planting.

606.04.05	Lawn Grass:  Grass areas shall be planted and grown as permanent lawns.  Grass may be sodded, plugged, sprigged or seeded except that solid sod shall be used in swales or other areas subject to erosion and providing that.  In areas where other than solid sod or grass seed is used, nurse-grass seed shall be sown for immediate effect and protection until coverage is achieved.

606.04.06	Tree Protection During Construction:  It shall be unlawful for any person in the construction of any structures or other improvements to place solvents, material, construction machinery, or temporary soil deposits within ten (10) feet of any protected tree trunk having twenty-four inch (24”) or greater DBH (Diameter at Breast Height).

Before development, land clearing, filling or any land alteration, a permit will he required; the developer shall be required to erect suitable protective barriers and this protection, where required, shall remain until permanent barriers have been erected.  Also, during construction, no attachments or wires shall be attached to any of said trees so protected.

Except for sidewalks, driveways, and streets, no person shall pave with concrete, asphalt or other impervious material within ten inches (10”) per inch of DBH of any remaining Public Tree.  The Parks Superintendent shall have the discretion to waive this requirement.  
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606.05.  Installation and Maintenance.

All landscaping shall be installed in a sound workmanship-like manner and according to accepted good planting procedures with the quality of plant material as herein described.  All elements of landscaping exclusive of plant material, except hedges, shall be installed so as to meet all other applicable Ordinances and Code requirements.  Landscaped areas shall require protection from encroachment.  (Encroachment is defined as any protrusion of a vehicle outside of a parking space, display area or accessway into a landscaped area).

The owner shall he responsible for the maintenance of all landscaping which shall be maintained in good condition so as to present a healthy, neat and orderly appearance and shall he kept free from weeds, refuse and debris.

All landscaped areas shall be provided with an irrigation system or available water supply with at least one hose connection within one hundred (100) feet of all plant material to be maintained in the event that trees shrubs or other landscaped materials should die, such materials shall be replaced within thirty (30) days.  Failure of the owner of the property to maintain the premises in good condition, as set forth above, shall make him liable for the penalties as set forth in Section 606.13 of this Ordinance.
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606.06.  Landscaping Adjacent to Public Right-of-Way.

Wherever a Vehicular Use Area will not be entirety screened visually from any abutting right-of-way by screening located on the lot being landscaped there shall he provided landscaping between such Vehicular Use Area and such right-of-way as follows (No landscaping is required adjacent to a dedicated alley):

606.06.01 	Landscape Strip – Buffer Strip:  A strip of land averaging at least twenty (20) feet in depth, located between the abutting right-of-way and the Vehicular Use Area which is exposed to an abutting right-of-way or between commercial and/or industrial zoned land and land zoned for R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 shall be landscaped.  A site plan for said landscaping shall be submitted to the Site Plan Review Committee.  The Committee shall determine the type of buffer from sections 606.06.01, 606.06.02 and 606.06.03.

(1)  	Landscape.  Plans shall be submitted to show how this twenty (20) foot buffer strips will be landscaped and maintained.  This area shall have a minimum grass or ground cover.  A greater density of landscaping may be required to reduce sight noise and pedestrian intrusion into residential areas.  Earthen berms landscaped with shrubs may be permitted to achieve this requirement.

(2)	Wall or Fence.  A six (6) foot masonry wall or a fence of approved material may be built in place of ten (10) feet of the twenty (20) foot buffer strip as outlined in paragraph (1) above.

606.06.02	Grass and Ground Cover.  All property, other than the required landscaped strip, lying between the street and the Vehicular Use Area, shall be landscaped with at least grass or other ground cover.

606.06.03 Accessways.  Necessary accessways from the public right-of-way through all such landscaping shall be permitted to service the Vehicular Use Area.  
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606.07.  Perimeter Landscaping Relating to Abutting Properties.

Wherever a commercial, industrial or public Vehicular Use Area will not be entirely screened visually from abutting residential property by an intervening building, structure or wall which is located on the lot being landscaped, the portion of such Vehicular Use Area not so screened shall be provided with a landscape/buffer strip as specified in 606.06.01.

In addition, one (1) appropriate species of tree shall be provided for each fifty (50) lineal feet of such landscaped barrier or fractional part thereof as applicable.  Such trees shall be located between the common lot line and the Vehicular Use Area.  Each tree shall be planted in at least twenty-five (25) square feet of planting area with a minimum dimension of at least five (5) feet.  Each planting area shall be landscaped with grass, ground cover or other landscape materials, excluding paving or sand, in addition to the required tree(s).

606.07.01	Exceptions to Required Perimeter Landscaping:  The provisions of this shall not be applicable in the following situations:

A.	When a property line abuts a dedicated alley.

B.	Where a proposed parking area or other Vehicular Use Area directly direr sly abuts an existing hedge, wall or other durable landscape barrier on an abutting property, said existing barrier may be used to satisfy the landscape barrier requirements of this Section, providing that said existing barrier meets all applicable standards of this Ordinance and protection against vehicular encroachment is provided for same.
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606.08.  Interior Landscaping Requirements.

An area or combination of areas, equal to a minimum of five percent (5%) of the total square footage of the Vehicular Use Area, shall be devoted to interior landscaping.  Any landscaping provided in excess of that provided by this article may be counted as part of the interior-landscaping requirement.  When the Vehicular Use Area is adjacent to a structure or structures on the same parcel of land, and landscaping on said parcel, which serves to beautify the Vehicular Use Area, it may be counted toward meeting the interior landscaping requirement.  

Such landscaped areas shall be located in such a manner as to divide and break up the monotony of paving or to prevent and discourage cross taxiing.  

These areas shall be distributed appropriately through the lot and be subject to site plan review.  The following interior landscaping elements (606.08.01 and 606.08. 02) shall be required as part of the interior landscaping requirements.

606.08.01	Terminal Islands:  Contiguous rows of forty (40) or more parking spaces shall be terminated on both ends by landscaped islands which measure an average of not less than five (5) feet in width and extend the entire length of the parking space.  At least one (1) tree, or grouping, as per the Landscaping Standards Section shall be planted on said island.  

606.08.02 Interior Island:  Interior landscaped islands which measure an average of not less than five (5) feet in width and extend the length of a parking space shall be placed within rows of contiguous parking spaces so that there is at least one interior island for every six thousand (6,000) sq. ft. of parking area, or portion thereof, within the lot.  These islands shall be placed at intervals of not less than (8), nor more than twenty-four (24) spaces.  At least one (1) tree, or grouping, as per the landscaping Standards Section, shall be planted on every interior island interior islands need not be placed directly opposite each other when abutting parking rows.

       EXAMPLE OF INTERIOR LANDSCAPE



606.08.03	Exceptional to Required Interior Landscaping:  In Vehicular Use Areas where the strict application of Section 606.08 will seriously limit the function of said area, the required landscaping may be located near the perimeter of the paved area, including such perimeters which may be adjacent to a building on the site.  Such required interior landscaping which is relocated as herein provided shall be in addition to the perimeter landscaping requirements.
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606.09.  Protection from Vehicular Encroachment.

Parking spaces shall be designed through the use of wheel stops, raised concrete curbing, or otherwise, to prevent the encroachment of vehicles upon or into landscaped areas.

EXAMPLE OF PROTECTION FROM VEHICULAR ENCROACHMENT
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606.10. Visibility at Intersections.

606.010.01 Public Row

On a corner lot in any district, nothing shall be erected, placed, or allowed to grow in such a manner as to materially impair or block vision between a height of two and one-half (2 ½) and ten (10 ) feet above the center line grades of the intersecting streets in the area bounded by the street lines of such corner lots and a line joining points along said street lines thirty (30) feet from the point of intersection

EXAMPLE OF REQUIRED VISIBILITY TRIANGLE AT INTERSECTION
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606.11. Intersection of Private Drive and Public ROW.

When an accessway intersects a public right-of-way, or when the subject property abuts the intersection of two (2) or more public rights-of-way, all landscaping within the triangular areas graphically described above shall provide unobstructed cross visibility at all levels, except that ground cover will be permitted.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1356-1999, 11-16-99

606.12.  Credit for Existing Plant Material.

If the owner(s) can demonstrate that healthy plant material exists on a site prior to its development for the purposes of off-street parking, or other Vehicular Use Areas, the application of the above landscape standards may be adjusted to allow credit for such plant material if such an adjustment is in keeping with and will preserve the intent of this Ordinance.
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606.13. Civil Penalty.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the Ordinance, any person, firm or corporation violating or failing to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance, shall be subject to a civil fine, to be assessed by the City’s Municipal Court Judge, not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per violation.  In lieu of the foregoing, the Municipal Court Judge may require mitigation actions or the damages shall be earmarked for the use of the City Parks Department for its official duties.  Each violation, including each unpermitted removal or mutilation of a Public Tree, is a separate and distinct civil offense.
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ARTICLE VII.  NON-CONFORMING USES

SECTION 701.  NON-CONFORMING USES.

701.01		The lawful use of a "building" existing at the time of the passage of this Ordinance may be continued, although such use does not conform with the provisions hereof, and such use may be extended throughout the building provided no structural alterations, except those required by law or Ordinance, are made therein.  If no structural alterations are made, a non-conforming use of a building may be changed to another non-conforming use of the same or more restricted classification.  If such non-conforming building is removed, every future use of such premises shall be in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance.

701.02		Repairs and alterations may be made to a legal nonconforming building, provided that no structural alterations shall be made except those required by law or Ordinance, unless the building is changed to a conforming use; and provided that no additional dwelling units shall be added where the non-conforming use results from there being more dwelling units on the lot than is permissible in the district in which the building is located.  The Zoning Board shall have the authority after hearing to grant extension to non-conforming buildings not to exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the ground area of the same in case of evident hardship, subject to the yard restrictions herein provided.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 701.02, 11-17-92

701.03		The lawful use of "land" existing at the time of the passage of this Ordinance, although such does not conform to the provisions hereof, may be continued, but if such non-conforming use is discontinued, any future use of said premises shall be in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance.  Provided, however, that where "land" is situated in any district other than a Heavy Industrial District, which is now used for a use permitted only in a Heavy Industrial District, and is not an accessory to the use of the main building located on the same lot or grounds, such non-conforming use of "land" shall be discontinued and all material completely removed by its owner not later than three (3) years from the date of the passage of the Ordinance.

701.04		A legal non-conforming use if changed to conforming use may not thereafter be changed back to a non-conforming use.  A legal non-conforming use if changed to a more restricted non-conforming use may not thereafter be changed unless to an equal or to a more restricted use.

701.05		A legal non-conforming use, when discontinued or abandoned, shall not be resumed.  Discontinuance or abandonment shall be defined as follows:

	701.05.01	When land used for a legal non-conforming use shall cease to be used in a bonafide manner for one (1) calendar month.

	701.05.02	When a building designed or arranged for a non-conforming use shall cease to be used in a bona fide manner as a legal non-conforming use for a continuous period of twelve (12) consecutive calendar months.

	701.05.03	When a building designed or arranged for a conforming use shall cease to be used in a bonafide manner as a legal non-conforming use for a period of six (6) consecutive calendar months.  Upon evidence of hardship, the Zoning Board shall have the power to extend the above time limits not to exceed six (6) months.  A Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued for all legal non-conforming uses.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 701.05.03, 11-17-92

701.06		Nothing in this Ordinance shall be taken to prevent the restoration of a building destroyed to the extent of not more than fifty percent (50%) of its fair market value by fire, explosion or other casualty, or act of God, or the public enemy, nor the continued occupancy or use of such building or part thereof which existed at the time of such partial destruction.

701.07		Nothing herein contained shall require any change in the plans, construction or designated use of a building for which a building permit has been heretofore issued, and plans for which are on file with the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee at the time of the passage of this Ordinance, and the construction of which in either case shall have been started and diligently prosecuted within six (6) months of the date of such permit, and the ground story framework of which, including the second tier of beams, shall have been completed within such time, and which entire building shall be completed, according to such plans as filed, within two (2) years from the date of the passage of this Ordinance.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

701.08		The lawful location and maintenance of commercial signs and billboards existing at the time of the passage shall comply and shall be clearly defined in Subsection 602.12.11 of Section 602, General Sign Regulations.   
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701.09		The foregoing provisions of Article VII shall also apply to uses, yards, or buildings made non-conforming by subsequent amendments to Zoning Regulations.

701.10		Fences, walls and foliage which constitute a hazard by virtue of impairing sight distances at a curve or intersection shall be made conforming within one (1) calendar year.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85



ARTICLE VIII.  ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 801.  PURPOSE AND INTENT.

It is the purpose and intent of this Article to set forth the duties, powers and limitations of officials, departments, committees and other groups which are or may be concerned with the administration and enforcement of this Ordinance.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

801.01.  Administration of Office Duties.  

There is hereby established the Office of the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee, who shall be designated by the City Administration, within the auspices and staff appointed by the City Council, who will administer and enforce provisions of this Ordinance, and whose duties shall include though not be limited to:  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 801.01, 11-17-92; Ordinance No. 1462-2005, 8-2-05; Ordinance No. 1470-2006, 5-16-06; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

801.01.01	Conduct such inspections of buildings, structures, and use of land as are necessary to determine compliance with the terms of this Zoning Ordinance.  This duty shall include complete coordination with the City Administration, as well as other City officials, to correct any violations found to exist.  

801.01.02	Supervise the maintenance of the Official Zoning Map in good and useful condition and properly recording on the Map all of the amendments to the Ordinance that change boundaries of the Zoning District.

801.01.03	Maintain permanent and current records of documents and proceedings under this Zoning Ordinance.

801.01.04	Provide and maintain a continuing program of education and public information on zoning matters.

801.01.05	Receive, file, and transmit to the Planning Commission or the City Council of the City Administration all appeals and all applications for variances, amendments and special permits and other matters on which the Planning Commission or City Council are authorized to act under the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 801.01.05, 11-17-92

801.01.06	Issuance of zoning applications and other forms.

	801.01.07	Providing public information relating to zoning matters.

801.01.08	Registration and maintenance of records and maps on non-conforming uses, structures, and undeveloped lots.

801.01.09	May appear before the Planning Commission to furnish recommendations helpful to this groups in reaching decisions.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 801.01.09, 11-17-92

801.01.10	Define words or phrases of this Ordinance which are not found under Article II, Definitions and Words.

801.01.11	Among other activities, keep the City Administration and the City Council advised as to zoning and zoning-related matters.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

801.02.  Administrative Interpretation of Ordinance.

In the event there is a question concerning the general intent or meaning of any provision of this Ordinance text, or the positioning of district boundaries, or of district designation, or other matters relating to the Official Zoning Map, the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee shall have the right to make such administrative decisions and interpretations.

801.02.01	Limitations:  Administrative interpretation shall in no manner be construed as permitting or granting an exception or variance to the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1462-2005, 8-2-05; Ordinance No. 1470-2006, 5-16-06; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

801.03.  Enforcement.

It shall be the duty of the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance and enforce such rules, regulations and decisions as shall be adopted hereunder.  It shall be a violation of these regulations for any person to change or permit the change in the use of land or buildings or structures or to erect, alter, move or improve any building or structure until a building permit has been obtained under the following conditions.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1462-2005, 8-2-05; Ordinance No. 1470-2006, 5-16-06; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

801.04.  Building Permits.

Whenever any structure or building is to be improved in an amount exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or erected, moved, or structurally altered, a “Building Permit” shall be obtained from the Inspection Department.  The Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee may require every applicant for a Building Permit to furnish the following information:

Source:  Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06; Ordinance No. 1554-2010, 5-4-2010

801.04.01	A plot plan, drawn to scale, showing the exact size, shape, and dimensions of the lot to be built upon, the exact size and location on the lot of all existing buildings and structures or building proposed to be repaired, altered, erected or moved, and the size, arrangement, number of parking stalls, movement of vehicles and ingress and egress drives for all off-street parking and loading facilities.

801.04.02	A declaration of the existing and intended use of each existing and proposed building or structure on the lot and the number of families and housekeeping units which each existing building accommodates and which each existing and proposed building is designed to accommodate.

801.04.03	Additional information relating to the proposed improvement needed to determine compliance with these regulations.

801.04.04	A survey prepared by an engineer or surveyor registered or approved in the State of Mississippi of the boundaries of the lot on which the improvement is proposed to be located.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1462-2005, 8-2-05; Ordinance No. 1470-2006, 5-16-06

SECTION 802.  CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY.

No vacant land shall be occupied or used, except for agricultural uses, and no building hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered, or enlarged, shall be occupied or used until a Certificate of Occupancy shall have been issued by the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee.  

Certificate of Occupancy for a Building:  Certificate of Occupancy for a new building or the alteration of an existing building shall be applied for coincident with the application for a Building Permit and said Certificate shall be issued within three (3) days after the request for same shall have been made in writing to the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee after the erection, reconstruction, alteration or enlargement of such building or part thereof shall have been completed in conformity with provisions of these regulations.  Pending the issuance of a regular Certificate of Occupancy, a temporary Certificate of Occupancy may be issued by the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee for a period not exceeding six (6) months during the completion of alterations or during partial occupancy of a building pending its completion.  Such temporary Certificate shall not be construed as in any way altering the respective rights, duties or obligations of the owners or of the City relating to the use or occupancy of the premises or any other matter covered by this Ordinance, and such temporary Certificate shall not be issued except under such restrictions and provisions as will adequately insure the safety of the occupants.  Request for Certificate of Occupancy for any change in the use of a building shall be made in writing at least ten (10) days in advance of such change and shall be issued within three (3) days after such request if the new use is in conformity with the provision of these regulations.

Certificate of Occupancy For Land:  Certificate of Occupancy for use of vacant land or the change in the character of the use of land as herein provided, shall be applied for before any such land shall be occupied or used and a Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued within three (3) days after the application has been made, provided such use is in conformity with the provisions of these regulations.

Certificate of Occupancy For A Legal Non-Conforming Use:  Certificate of Occupancy shall be required for all legal non-conforming uses.  Application for Certificate of Occupancy for such non-conforming uses shall be filed within twelve (12) months from the effective date of this Ordinance, accompanied by affidavits of proof that such non-conforming uses were not established in violation of this Ordinance, or any previous Zoning Ordinance.

Certificate of Occupancy shall state that the building or proposed use of a building or land, complies with all the building and health laws and Ordinances and with the provisions of these regulations.  A record of all Certificates shall be kept on file in the office of the Superintendent of Inspection and copies shall be furnished, on request, to any person having a proprietary or tenancy interest in the building affected.  (No fee shall be charged for a Certificate of Occupancy.)

No permit for excavation for any building shall be issued before application has been made for Certificate of Occupancy.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06


SECTION 803.  Planning Commission.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 803, 11-17-92

803.01.  Establishment of the Planning Commission to Hear All Zoning Matters.

All zoning public hearings and other zoning matters are to be attended and heard by the Planning Commission which was re-organized by Ordinance No. 1340-1999, adopted June 8, 1999.  The commission shall consist of at least sixteen (16) members representing the following:  (a)  at least one (1) representative from each Council Ward; (b) four (4) at-large members representing divergent professions and segments of the City; and, (c) five (5) ex-officio members, one member representing each of the following entities – Jones County Economic Development, Laurel Downtown Association, Laurel City School District, Jones County Board of Supervisors, and Laurel Historic Preservation Commission.

These members shall be selected primarily on their ability and willingness to strive for the overall betterment of Laurel.  Each member will be nominated by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council to serve in an advisory capacity without pay.  Whenever any of the voting members shall have missed more than three (3) unexcused meetings within a calendar year being either the commission meeting or the zoning public hearings, said member shall be automatically terminated from the commission.

The terms “Commission” and “Board” are used interchangeably throughout this ordinance to refer to the Planning Commission

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 803.01, 11-17-92; Ordinance No. 1340-1999, 6-8-99; 
Ordinance No. 1591-2012, 8-7-2012

803.02.  Meetings.

Meetings of the Board shall be held on a monthly basis between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., with the exception of public hearing which shall be coordinated and scheduled between the chairperson and Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee.  Work sessions of the Board shall also be conducted during the regular office hours.  The chairperson, or in his/her absence, the acting chairperson, may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses.  All meetings shall be open to the public.  

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

803.03.  Record.

The Board shall keep Minutes of all meetings, containing the substance of testimony and detailed findings and showing the vote of each member upon each question or, if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, all of which shall be immediately filed in the office of the Board and shall be public record.  The concurring vote of a majority of the Planning Commission shall be necessary to reverse any order, requirements, decision or determination of the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee or to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which the Commission is required to pass under this Ordinance or to allow any variance to the strict interpretation of this Ordinance.  Any approval or rejected request given by the Planning Commission must be brought before the City Council for final approval at the next scheduled Council meeting.  No order or finding of the Commission shall become effective until the eighth day following the posting of a copy of such ruling or finding, duly attested by the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee, upon a public bulletin board in the City Hall and transmittal of duplicate copies to the City Clerk.   
Source: Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 803.03, 11-17-92; Ordinance No. 1340-1999, 6-8-99;  Ordinance No. 1462-2005, 8-2-05; Ordinance No. 1470-2006, 5-16-06; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

803.04.  Appeal.

	Any person or entity aggrieved by any decision of the Planning Commission or the Inspection Department shall have the right to appeal to the City Council within thirty (30) days from the date of the decision but not thereafter.  The appeal shall in due course be heard de novo by the City Council which shall render such decision it deems appropriate.  The appeal shall be in writing and may include any matters or arguments in support of the appeal.  The appeal shall be filed with the Secretary of the Planning Commission if the appeal is from a decision of the Planning Commission or shall be filed with the Administrative Assistant of the Inspection Department if the appeal is from a decision of the Inspection Department.  The Planning Commission or the Inspection Department may but is not required to respond to the appeal providing such information it deems appropriate.  A hearing on the appeal shall be scheduled by the Planning Commission or the Inspection Department and heard by the City Council as soon as practical but not later than thirty (30) days from the date the appeal is filed.  At the hearing all interested parties may present such evidence, both oral and documentary, that it deems appropriate or the parties may rely on the matters contained in the appeal and response documents.  The decision of the City Council shall be rendered at the hearing or as soon thereafter as practical but not later than five (5) days thereafter and shall be the final decision of the City Council.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, 11-17-92; Ordinance No. 1340-1999, 6-8-99. Ordinance No. 1554-2010, 4-20-10  

803.05.  Jurisdiction.

The Board shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

803.05.01	To conduct the public hearings on and to make written recommendations to the City Council on any proposed amendments to this Zoning Ordinance.  This does not preclude the City Council having the right to conduct a public hearing for amending said Ordinance.

803.05.02	To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement of this Ordinance.

803.05.03	To conduct the public hearings on and to make decisions on any requested variance from the terms of this Ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest, where owing to special conditions a literal enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship and so that the spirit of the Ordinance shall be observed and substantial justice done.

803.05.04	To conduct the public hearings on and to make recommendations to the City Council on applications for Conditional Use Permits.  Such recommendations shall include requisite findings as required by this Ordinance.

803.05.05	To conduct a public hearing and to make rulings for the advice of the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee in cases where uses are found to exist which are not specifically mentioned in this Ordinance, and to specify the zones in which such new uses may properly fall, until such time as such uses shall be specifically treated by amendment to this Ordinance.  It is the intention of the Council in adopting this Ordinance that all uses of land, performance standards and requirements as to the placement and sizes of buildings specifically treated in this Ordinance are so designated to conform with a Comprehensive Plan within the meaning of the Mississippi Code as amended, and any changes in the application of this Ordinance which would have the effect of changing any zoning classification of any parcel of property, other than through application of specific provisions of this Ordinance, are deemed to be a legislative determination and to fall within the province of the Council.

803.05.06[footnoteRef:1]*	Such other duties and responsibilities as are specifically enumerated in other Articles of this Ordinance. [1: *Editor’s Note --- Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, § 803, adopted November 17, 1992, was misnumbered.  There are two (2) number “803.05.05".  This editor took the liberty of correcting the same in Appendix I, Zoning Ordinance.] 


803.05.07	There are no listed exceptions which the Board or the City Council are empowered to make.  

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 803.05 (803.05.01 --- 803.05.07), 11-17-92; Ordinance No. 1462-2005, 8-2-05; Ordinance No. 1470-2006, 5-16-06

803.06.  Finding, Variances.

The Board’s written recommendation to the City Council on all variances shall include its findings in the following determinations:

803.06.01	That the requested variance falls within the jurisdiction of the Board.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 803.06.01, 11-17-92

803.06.02	That required notice has been given.

803.06.03	That the property cannot reasonably be used in conformity with the provisions
		of this Ordinance.

803.06.04	That the difficulty complained of was not the result of a willful act of the petitioner or other person maintaining an interest in the property, or their immediate predecessors in interest.

803.06.05	That the difficulty complained of is unique to the property in question and is not common to all property similarly situated.

803.06.06	That balancing the interest of the City in preserving the Comprehensive Plan or the interest of nearby properties against the interest of the petitioner in using his property as proposed to be used, the granting of the variance is required by considerations of justice and equity.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

803.07.           Conditional Uses – System, Purposes, Findings and 
                                   Applications

		The Commission is empowered to hear and decide whether or not proposed
		Conditional Uses authorized under this Ordinance should be granted after
		receiving recommendations from the Superintendent of Inspection, 
		based on his review of each Conditional Use application.  All Conditional 
		Uses specified in this Ordinance as now existing or as may be hereafter added, 
		shall be subject to the Commission’s review, findings and recommendations 
		as outlined in this Ordinance
	Source:  Ordinance No. 1591-2012, 8-7-2012

803.07.01        System to Examine Conditional Use Applications	
		
A.	In addition to zoning procedures and requirements relating generally to issuance of building permits and certificates of occupancy/zoning compliance, a Conditional Use system is hereby established.  It is intended that this system shall assure special examination, review, and findings by the Commission and appropriate agents, agencies or bodies in connection with proposed actions particularly specified in this Ordinance.

B.	Conditional Use procedures and standards as set forth herein are intended to apply in relation to use, occupancy, location, construction, design, character, scale, manner of operation, or necessity for making complex or unusual determinations, and to assure consideration of the particular circumstances of each case and the establishment of such conditions and safeguards as are reasonably necessary for protection of the public interest generally, of adjacent properties, of the neighborhood, and of the jurisdiction as a whole.

	C.        For the purposes of this Ordinance, the term “requirements” refers to the 
            restrictions which apply to all uses in a district, whether permitted as of right or
            only through a Conditional Use.  They apply automatically to all uses in a zone.  “Standards” are the guidelines for use by administrators in making decisions such as for rezoning or variances.  They involve the application of stated criteria to given situations.  “Conditions” are additional restrictions beyond the stated standards, applied to a particular use, which might govern, for example, hours of operation or the location of exits and entrances or the type of screening.  A violation of the conditions is a violation of the Ordinance.  The above distinctions help to define the way discretion is to be exercised in making the provisions of this Ordinance flexible to meet the needs of different situations in particular locations.

D.	The Commission will consider the specific recommendations of the 
	Superintendent of Inspection considering conditions for said Conditional 
	Use

E	A public hearing (after required notice under this Ordinance) shall be held. 
	 At said hearing, any party may appear in person or by agent or attorney.  
	The Commission must make their decision within a reasonable time 
	thereafter, not to exceed 30 days.

F. 	After receiving recommendations from the Superintendent of Inspection 
and before granting any special permit the Commission must make written findings that it is empowered under specified sections of this Ordinance to grant the Conditional Use and that the granting of the Conditional Use will not adversely affect the public interest.

G.    	In the event that opposing interests cannot be resolved, the Commission 
shall find that balancing the interest of the City in preserving the Comprehensive Plan or the interests of nearby properties against the interest of the petitioner in using his property as proposed to be used, the granting of the Conditional Use Permit is required by considerations of justice and equity.

H.	After completing their reviews, the Commission will forward the application
	and their recommendations to the City Council

I.	If the Conditional Use application is denied, the applicant shall receive written
	notice of the specific grounds for the 	denial.

		Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 803.07.01, 11-17-92; Ordinance 1591-2012, 8-7-2012; 

803.07.02	    Purposes of Conditional Use
	
	A.		The development and implementation of this Zoning 
Ordinance is based upon the division of the community into districts within which the use of land and buildings and the bulk and location and structures in relation to the land are substantially uniform.  It is recognized, however, that there are certain uses which because of their unique characteristics or nature require special and intensive review to determine whether they should be permitted in a specific location/district.

	B.		These Conditional Uses also require review based upon 
standards and the application of special conditions and safeguards if permission is granted in such locations.  Conditional Use procedures and standards as provided herein are intended to assure that such review is made and that appropriate conditions and safeguards are attached.  Conditional Use procedures and standards shall be applied.  Conditional Uses may be granted only in cases specified in this Ordinance.

	C.		Conditions may be required for specified uses which must 
satisfy standards in addition to those generally applicable in a zoning district to eliminate or minimize the potentially harmful characteristics or impact of such Conditional Uses on the character of the zoning district in which they will be located.

	D.		No conditions shall be imposed on the Conditional Use that 
			will result in these standards making it unreasonably 
			difficult to develop said Conditional Use.

		Source:  Ordinance No. 1591-2012, 8-7-2012

           
		
803.07.03	     Findings Required

The Commission shall make all of the following findings before recommending that
 a Conditional Use be allowed:

A.		The Conditional Use is in conformity with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and in conformity with the purpose, intent and applicable standards of this Ordinance

B.		The proposed Conditional Use is allowed by this Ordinance in the zoning district in which the property in question is located.

C.		The proposed Conditional Use complies with all applicable regulations in the zoning district in which the property in question is located

D.		The proposed use complies with all special regulations established by this Ordinance for such Conditional Use.

E.		The establishment and maintenance of the Conditional Use is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or general welfare and that the Conditional Use with specific limitations and design features as may have been required will further the aims of the Comprehensive Plan and will not be unduly detrimental to nearby properties.

F.		The Conditional Use as located, designed, maintained, and operated will be compatible with the existing or intended character of that zoning district.

G.		The Conditional Use does not depreciate property values.

H.		The Conditional Use is not hazardous, detrimental or disturbing to present surrounding land uses due to noise, glare, smoke, dust, odor, fumes, water pollution, erosion, vibration, general unsightliness, electrical interference, or other nuisance.

                                  Source: Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 803.07.06, 11-17-92; Ordinance No. 1591-2012, 8-7-2012

803.08.  Notice.

The Board shall give sufficient notice as required by law.  

Source: Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 803.08, 11-17-92

803.09.  Fees.

The City Council shall establish a Schedule of Fees for Re-Zoning, Variances, Conditional Use, Special Exception, and Site Plan Review.  The Schedule of these fees shall be posted in the office of the Building Inspector and/or the Inspection Department’s designee and the City Clerk.  The City Council may from time-to-time adjust these fees to meet changed conditions.

Source: Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 803.09, 11-17-92; Ordinance No. 1462-2005, 8-2-05; Ordinance No. 1470-2006, 5-16-06; Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06


803.10.  Termination of Variance.

Where property is in use under the terms of a variance and such use ceases or in the case of a structure such structure ceases to exist, then the variance shall terminate unless the terms of the variance specify otherwise.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85



ARTICLE IX.  AMENDMENTS

SECTION 901.  AMENDMENTS.

The Council may from time-to-time, on its own motion, or on petition from a property owner, or the City Administration, amend the regulations and districts herein established.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85 

901.01.  Public Notice.

No change in regulations, restrictions, or district boundaries shall become effective until after a public hearing held in relation thereto by the City Administration and Planning Commission, at which parties in interest and citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard.  At least fifteen (15) days’ notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be published in an official paper or paper of general circulation in such municipality or County.  

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

901.02.  Schedule Established and Collection.

The City Council may establish a schedule of fees, charges, and expenses and a collection procedure for Certificates of Zoning Compliance, and other matters pertaining to this Ordinance.  The Schedule of Fees, Charges and Expenses shall be posted in the office of the Superintendent of Inspection, who shall be responsible for their collection.  The schedule may be altered or amended only by the Mayor or City Council.  Until all applicable fees, charges, and expenses have been paid in full, no action will be taken on any application or appeal.  Review of the fees required shall apply to Site Plan Review in addition to rezoning applications.  

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85



	ARTICLE X.  ANNEXATION

SECTION 1001.  CLASSIFICATION OF NEWLY ANNEXED PROPERTY.

All annexation of land to the City shall be in an R-1 residential zone unless otherwise classified by the Council, for a period of time not to exceed one (1) year from the effective date of the Ordinance annexing said property.

Within this one (1) year period of time, the Mayor shall instruct the Planning Commission to study and make recommendations concerning the use of land within said annexed area to promote the general welfare and upon receipt of such recommendations the City Council shall establish the district classification of said property; provided, however, that this shall not be construed as preventing said City Council from establishing the district classification at the time of said annexation.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85
	
ARTICLE XI.  PENALTIES

SECTION 1101.  VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.

In case any building or structure is erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired, converted or maintained or any building, structure, or land, is used in violation of this Ordinance, the City, in addition to other remedies, may institute any appropriate action or proceedings, to prevent such unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance or use, to restrain, correct, or abate such violation, to prevent the occupancy of said building, structure or land, or to prevent any illegal act, conduct, business, or use in or about such premises.

Any person, firm, or corporation who shall knowingly and willfully violate the terms, conditions, or provisions of this Zoning Ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction therefor shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00); and in case of continuing violations without reasonable effort on the part of the defendant to correct the same, each day the violation continues thereafter shall be a separate offense.  

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

	ARTICLE XII.  OFFICIAL ZONING MAP

The Official Zoning Map of the City of Laurel shall be the Atlas map consisting of twenty-seven (27) sheets plus an index sheet showing the zoning districts now on file in the Building Inspection Department.  This map shall be adopted by reference as part of this Ordinance.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85

	ARTICLE XIII.  PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE

For the immediate and temporary preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the people, as an emergency measure, this Ordinance shall become effective from and after passage:

(1)	To change and substitute “Mayor and City Council”, for “Mayor and Commissioners” which, under the recent change of City government, creates confusion;


(2)	The internal structure and outline of the previous Zoning Ordinance was confusing and misleading;

(3)	To publish the Official Zoning Map which is an integral part of the Ordinance but which has not been previously published; and the immediate adoption of this Ordinance will promote the public health and welfare for the public good of all the people of the City.

Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85
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APPENDIX A

TITLE 17

LOCAL GOVERNMENT; PROVISIONS
COMMON TO COUNTIES AND
MUNICIPALITIES

CHAPTER 1.		Zoning, Planning and Subdivision Regulation.
CHAPTER 3.		Promotion of Trade, Conventions and Tourism.
CHAPTER 5.		Jails, Waterworks and Other Improvements.
CHAPTER 7.		Removal of Local Governments in Emergencies.
CHAPTER 9.		Lease of Mineral Lands Other than Sixteenth Section or Lieu Lands.
CHAPTER 11.	Gulf Regional District Law.

	__________


	CHAPTER 1

	Zoning, Planning and Subdivision Regulation

Sec.
17-1-1. 	Definitions.
17-1-3. 	General powers.
17-1-5.		Manner of exercise of power conferred.
17-1-7. 	Zones.
17-1-9. 	Purposes in view.
17-1-11. 	Official plan---local planning commission.
17-1-13. 	Utilization of services of planning commissions, engineering departments or advisory committee.
17-1-15. 	Procedure for establishing, amending, etc., of regulations, zone boundaries, etc.---notice and hearing.
17-1-17. 	Changes.
17-1-19. 	Remedies of local governing authorities.
17-1-21. 	When local regulations to govern.
17-1-27. 	Penalties for violations.


17-1-1. 	Definitions.

The following words, whenever used in this chapter, shall, unless a different meaning clearly appears from the context, have the following meanings:

(a)	“Municipality,” any incorporated City or town within the State.

(b)	“Governing authority” or “governing authorities,” in the case of the County, and, in the case of municipalities, the Council, Board, Commissioners, or other legislative body charged by law with governing the municipality.

(c)	“Comprehensive Plan”, a statement of public policy for the physical development of the entire municipality or County adopted by resolution of the governing body, consisting of the following elements at a minimum:

(i)	Goals and objectives for the long-range twenty (20) to twenty-five (25) years development of the County or municipality.  Required goals and objectives shall address, at a minimum, residential, commercial and industrial development; parks, open space and recreation; street or road improvements; public schools and community facilities.

(ii)	A land use plan which designates in map or policy form the proposed general distribution and extent of the uses of land for residences, commerce, industry, recreation and open space, public/quasi-public facilities and lands.  Background information shall be provided concerning the specific meaning of land use categories depicted in the pan in terms of the following; residential densities; intensity of commercial uses; industrial and public/quasi-public uses; and any other information needed to adequately define the meaning of such land use codes.  Projections of population and economic growth for the area encompassed by the plan may be the basis for quantitative recommendations for each land use category.


(iii)	A transportation plan depicting in map form the proposed functional classifications for all existing and proposed streets, roads and highways for the area encompassed by the land use plan and for the same time period as that covered by the land use plan.  Functional classifications shall consist of arterial, collector and local streets, road and highways, and these classifications shall be defined on the plan as to minimum right-of-way and surface width requirements; these requirements shall be based upon traffic projections.  All other forms of transportation pertinent to the local jurisdiction shall be addressed as appropriate.  The transportation plan shall be a basis for a capital improvements program.

(iv)	A community facilities plan as a basis for a capital improvements program including, but not limited to, the following: housing, schools; parks and recreation; public buildings and facilities; utilities and drainage.  

Cross References --- 
For laws concerning counties and county officers generally, see Title 19.
For laws concerning municipalities and their officers, see Title 21.

17-1-3.  General powers.

For the purpose of promoting health, safety, morals, or the general welfare of the community. the governing authority of any municipality, and, with respect to the unincorporated part of any County, the governing authority of any County, in its discretion, are empowered to regulate the height, number of stories and size of building and other structures, the percentage of lot that may be occupied, the size of the yards, courts and other open spaces, the density of population, and the location and use of buildings, structures and land for trade, industry, residence or other purposes, but no permits shall be required with reference to land used for agricultural purposes or for the erection, maintenance, repair or extension of farm buildings or farm structures outside the corporate limits of municipalities.  The governing authority of each County and municipality may create playgrounds and public parks, and for these purposes, each of such governing authorities shall possess the power, where requisite, of eminent domain and the right, to apply public money thereto, and may issue bonds therefor as otherwise permitted by law.

SOURCES: Codes, 1930, § 2474; 1942, §§ 2890.5, 3590; Laws 1926, ch. 308; 1938, ch. 333; 1946, ch. 292; 1956, ch. 197. §§ 1-6; 1958, ch. 520, 532; 1960, ch. 402.

Cross references ---
For other sections derived from same 1942 Code section see §§ 17-1-5, 17-1-11, 17-1-23, 17-1-37.
As to condition when local regulations govern, see §17-1-21.
As to County acting with municipalities located within it see §17-1-5.
As to membership of Regional Planning Commission, see §17-1-29.
As to authority and powers of Regional Planning Commission, see §17-1-35.
As to association of local communities and Counties to solve common problem, see §§ 17-11-1 et seq. 
As to authority for tax levies to meet cost of administration see   §17-1-37.
As to creation of housing authorities by governing authorities of town, City or County, see §43-33-5.
As to Planning Commission's plan for area development, see §17-1-11.
As to scope of Regional Planning Commissions' advisory role in planning matters, see §17-1-33.
As to procedures for condemnation of lands for public use generally, see §§ 11-27-1 et seq.  
As to exercise of eminent domain by municipalities, see §21-37-47.
As to Subdivision Regulation by governing authorities, see §17-1-23.
As to housing projects of an authority being subject to Zoning Ordinances and Regulations, see § 43-33-21.
As to Board of Supervisors' requiring utilities and streets in subdivisions, see §17-1-23.
As to Board of Supervisors' approval before recording and subdivision plat, see §17-1-23.
As to establishing zones within which sale of wine and beer may be prohibited, see § 67-3-65.
For special zoning regulations concerning airports, see §§ 61-7-1 et seq. 
As to Counties issuing bonds generally, see §§ 19-9-1 et seq. 
As to municipalities issues bonds generally, see §§ 21-33-301 et seq.  

17-1-5.  Manner of exercise of powers conferred.

In the exercise and enforcement of the powers conferred by §§ 17-1-1 to 17-1-27, inclusive, each County and each municipality within the County may act independently one from the other, or, in the exercise of discretion, the governing authority of any County and the governing authority of any municipality located within the County may act jointly in order to attain uniformity and consistency in the Zoning Regulations for the areas to be affected.

SOURCES:  Codes, 1930, § 2474; 1942, §§ 2890.5, 3590; Laws, 1926, Ch. 308; 1938, Ch. 333; 1946, Ch. 292; 1956, Ch. 197 §§ 1-6; 1958, Ch.. 520, 532; 1960, Ch. 402.

Cross References ---
For other Sections derived from same 1942 Code section, see §§ 17-1-3, 17-1-11, 17-1-23, 17-1-37.
As to condition when local regulations govern, see § 17-1-21.
As to authority and powers of Regional Planning Commission, see §17-1-35.
As to membership of regional planning commission, see §17-1-29.
As to association of local communities and Counties to solve common problem, see §§ 17-11-1 et seq.
As to authority for tax levies to meet cost of administration, see §17-1-37.
As to creation of housing authorities by governing authorities to town, City or County, see §43-33-5.
As to Planning Commission's plan for area development, see §17-1-11.
As to scope of Regional Planning Commissions' advisory role in planning matters, see §17-1-33.
As to procedures for condemnation of lands for public use generally, see §§ 11-27-1 et seq.
As to exercise of eminent domain by municipalities, see §21-37-47.
As to Subdivision Regulation by governing authorities, see §17-1-23.
As to housing projects of an authority being subject to Zoning Ordinances and Regulations, see §43-33-21.
As to Board of Supervisors' requiring utilities and streets in subdivision, see §17-1-23.
As to Board of Supervisors' approval before recording subdivision plat, see §17-1-23.
As to establishing zones within which sale of wine and beer may be prohibited, see §67-3-65.
For special zoning regulations concerning airports, see §§ 61-7-1 et seq.  
As to Counties issuing bonds generally, see §§ 19-9-1 et seq.
As to municipalities issuing bonds generally, see §§ 21-33-301 et seq.

17-1-7.  Zones.

For the purposes set forth in section 17-1-3, the governing authority of each municipality and County may divide the municipality or County into zones of such number, shape and area as may be deemed best suited to carry out the purposes of §§ 17-1-1 to 17-1-27, inclusive.  Within the zones created, the governing authority of each municipality and County may, subject to the restrictions with respect to agricultural lands and farm buildings or structures as set out in 
§17-1-3, regulate and restrict the erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair or use of buildings, structures or land.  All regulations shall be uniform for each class or kind of buildings throughout each zone, but regulations in one zone may differ from those in other zones.

SOURCES:  Codes, 1930, § 2475; 1942, § 3591; Laws, 1926, Ch. 308

Cross References ---
For another section derived from same 1942 code section, see §17-1-23.
As to Planning Commission's plan for area development, see §17-1-11.
For Gulf Regional District Commission as planner for Counties and Cities, see §17-11-31.
As to a County acting with the municipalities located within it, see §17-1-5.
As to Board of Supervisors' approval before recording subdivision plat, see §17-1-23.
As to Board of Supervisors' requiring utilities and streets in subdivisions, see §17-1-23.

17-1-9.  Purposes in view.

Zoning Regulations shall be made in accordance with a Comprehensive Plan, and designed to lessen congestion in the streets; to secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements.  Such Regulations shall be made with reasonable consideration, among other things, to the character of the district and its peculiar suitability for particular uses, and with a view to conserving the value of buildings, and encouraging the most appropriate use of land throughout such municipality.

SOURCES:  Codes, 1930, § 2476; 1942, § 3592; Laws, 1926, Ch. 308.

Cross References ---
As to housing projects being subject to Zoning Ordinances and Regulations, see §43-33-21.
For Special Zoning Regulations concerning airports, see §§61-7-1 et seq.  
As to Planning Commission's plan for area development, see §17-1-11.
As to scope of Regional Planning Commissions' advisory role in planning matters, see §17-1-33.

17-1-11.  Official Plan---local Planning Commission.


The governing authority of each municipality and County may provide for the preparation,, adoption, amendment, extension and carrying out of an official plan, in whole or in part, for the purpose of bringing about coordinated physical development in accordance with present and future needs and may create, independently or jointly, a local Planning Commission, to serve without pay, except in Counties having a population of more than one hundred thousand (100,000) according to the Federal Census of 1950 the Board of Supervisors may pay each member of such Planning Commission as compensation for the services the sum of Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) per year payable monthly at the end of each calendar month, with authority to prepare and propose (1) a master plan of physical development of the municipality or County, or part thereof; (2) a proposed Zoning Ordinance and map; (3) regulations governing subdivisions of land; (4) building or setback lines on roads and highways; and (5) recommendations from time-to-time to the governing authorities of each municipality or County with regard to the enforcement of and amendments to the proposals of the Planning Commission and Resolutions or Zoning Ordinances of such authorities.

The Governing authority of each municipality and County may adopt, amend and enforce the proposal of the local Planning Commission, in whole or in part after a public hearing thereon as provided by §17-1-15.

In the performance of its duties, the local Planning Commission may cooperate with, contract with, or accept funds from Federal, State or local agencies or private individuals or corporations and may expend such funds and carry out such cooperative undertakings and contracts.

SOURCES:  Codes, 1942, § 2890.5; Laws, 1956, Ch. 197 §§ 1-6; 1960, Ch. 402.

Cross References ---
For other sections derived from same 1942 Code section, see §§ 17-1-3, 17-2-5, 17-1-23, 17-1-37.
As to County acting with municipalities located within it, see §17-1-5.
As to association of local communities and Counties to solve common problems, see §§ 17-11-1 et seq.
For special Zoning Regulations concerning airports, see §§ 61-7-1 et seq.  
As to scope of Regional Planning Commissions' advisory role in planning matters, see § 17-1-33.
As to Subdivision Regulation by governing authorities, see § 17-1-23.

17-1-13.  Utilization of services of Planning Commission, Engineering Departments or Advisory Committee.


The governing authority of each county or municipality may, in order to more effectively carry out its requisite zoning and planning activities, utilize the services of any appropriate local or Regional Planning Commission, and it may consider, act upon or otherwise make use of the suggestions, proposals or recommendations of any such appropriate local or Regional Planning Commission.  Also, in carrying out its zoning and planning duties, the governing authority of each County and municipality may utilize the services of any appropriate municipal or County Engineering Department or the services of an advisory committee of citizens of such number as may be deemed appropriate to recommend the boundaries of the various original districts and appropriate regulations to be enforced therein.  A preliminary report may be made, and public hearings thereon before submitting its final report, may be had.

SOURCES:  Codes, 1930 § 3479; 1942, § 3595; Laws, 1926, Ch. 308.

Cross References ---
As to Gulf Regional District's conducting feasibility study of projects, see §17-11-27.
As to scope of Regional Planning Commissions' advisory role in planning matters, see §17-1-33.
As to Planning Commission's plan for area development, see §17-1-11.

17-1-15.  Procedure for establishing, amending, etc., of regulations, zone
    boundaries, etc.---notice and hearing.

The governing authority of each municipality and county shall provide for the manner in which Zoning Regulations and restrictions and the boundaries of zones shall be determined, established, and enforced, and from time-to-time, amended, supplemented or changed.  However, no such regulation, restriction or boundary shall become effective until after a public hearing, in relation thereto, at which parties in interest, and citizens, shall have an opportunity to be heard.  At least fifteen (15) days' notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be published in an official paper, or a paper of general circulation, in such municipality or County.

SOURCES:  Codes, 1930, § 2477; 1942, § 3593; Laws, 1926, Ch. 308.


Cross References ---
As to adopting, amending and enforcing official plans of the local Planning Commission, see §17-1-11.

17-1-17.  Changes.


Zoning Regulations, restrictions and boundaries may, from time-to-time, be amended, supplemented, changed, modified or repealed upon at least fifteen (15) days' notice of a hearing on such amendment, supplement, change, modification or repeal, said notice to be given in an official paper or a paper of general circulation in such municipality or County specifying a time and place for said hearing.  The governing authorities or any municipal agency or Commission, which by Ordinance has been theretofore so empowered, may provide in such notice that the same shall be held before the City Engineer or before an Advisory Committee of citizens as hereinafter provided and if the hearing is held before the said Engineer or Advisory Committee it shall not be necessary for the governing body to hold such hearing but may act upon the recommendation of the City Engineer or Advisory Committee.  Provided, however, that any party aggrieved with the recommendation of the City Engineer or Advisory Committee shall be entitled to a public hearing before the governing body of the City, with due notice thereof after publication for the time and as provided in this section.  The governing authorities of a municipality which had a population in excess of one hundred forty thousand (140,000) according to the 1960 Census may enact an Ordinance restricting such hearing to the record as made before the City Engineer or Advisory Committee of citizens as hereinabove provided.

In case of a protest against such change signed by the owners of twenty percent (20%) or more, either of the area of the lots included in such proposed change, or of those immediately adjacent to the rear thereof, extending one hundred sixty (160) feet therefrom, or of those directly opposite thereto, extending one hundred sixty (160) feet from the street frontage of such opposite lots, such amendment shall not become effective except by the favorable vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all the members of the legislative body of such municipality or County.

SOURCES:  Codes, 1930 § 2478; 1942, § 3594; Laws, 1926, Ch. 308; 1962, Ch. 553; 1971, Ch. 377, § 1, eff from and after passage (approved March 16, 1971).

Cross References ---
As to permits for structures or trees, or variances in use from airport zoning regulations, see §61-7-17.

17-1-19.  Remedies of local governing authorities.

In case any building or structure is erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired, converted or maintained, or any building, structure, or land, is used in violation of the zoning law or of any Ordinance or other regulation made under authority conferred hereby, the proper local authorities of any County or municipality, in addition to other remedies, may institute any appropriate action or proceedings, to prevent such unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance or use, to restrain, correct, or abate such violation, to prevent the occupancy of said building, structure or land, or to prevent any illegal act, conduct, business, or use in or about such premises.


SOURCES:  Codes, 1930, § 2480; 1942, § 3596; Laws, 1926, Ch. 308; 1962, Ch. 554, eff from and after July 1, 1962.

Cross References ---
For another section derived from same 1942 Code section, see §17-1-27.
As to penalties for violations of Zoning Ordinances. see §17-1-27.

17-1-21.  When local regulations to govern.

Whenever the provisions of any other Statute or local Ordinance or regulation require a greater width or size of yards, courts or other open stories, or a greater percentage of lot to be left unoccupied, or imposed other standards higher than are required by the regulations made under the authority of §§ 17-1-1 to 17-1-27, inclusive, the provisions of such other Statute, or local Ordinance or regulation shall govern; otherwise the provisions of the regulations made under the authority of §§ 17-1-1 to 17-1-27, inclusive, shall be controlling.

SOURCES:  Codes, 1930, § 2481; 1942, § 3597; Laws, 1926, Ch. 308.  

Cross References ---
As to penalties for violations of Zoning Ordinances, see §17-1-27.

17-1-27.  Penalties for violations.

Any person, firm or corporation who shall knowingly and willfully violate the terms, conditions or provisions of a Zoning Ordinance adopted under the authority of §§ 17-1-1 to 17-1-55, inclusive for violation of which no other criminal penalty is prescribed, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction therefor shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), and in case of continuing violations without reasonable effort on the part of the defendant to correct same, each day the violation continues thereafter shall be a separate offense.

SOURCES:  Codes, 1930, § 2480; 1942, § 3596; Laws, 1926, Ch. 308; 1962, Ch. 554, eff from and after July 1, 1962.

Cross References ---
For another section derived from same 1942 Code section, see §17-1-19.
As to conditions under which local regulations will govern, see §7-1-21.
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	APPENDIX B

	DEFINITIONS AND WORDS


All words used in these definitions are subject to the rules for words and phrases in section 202 of Article II [of Appendix I].

ACCESSORY BUILDING OR USE:  A subordinate building on the same lot, or a portion of the main building, the use of which is clearly incidental to that of the main building; or a use customarily incidental to the main use of the property.  Accessory structures should constitute a minimal initial investment and may not be used for human habitation.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1654-2017, 3-21-2017

ADVERTISING SIGN OR STRUCTURE:  Any sign, device, or
structure of any character whatsoever, including statuary, placed for outdoor advertising purposes on the premises.  The area of an advertising structure or sign shall be determined by the area of the larger cross-section of such structure or sign.

AGRICULTURE:  The raising or growing of crops only; except that the City Council may, by special order, permit the raising of fowl or livestock, but not swine, in any rural or outlying fringe area within the City of Laurel, providing such use does not constitute a nuisance or health hazard.

ALLEY:  A minor right-of-way in public use which gives a secondary means of access to the back or side of properties otherwise abutting a street, and which may be used for public utility purposes.

APARTMENT:  A room or a suite of rooms within an apartment house arranged, intended, or designed for a place of residence of a single-family or group of individuals living together as a single housekeeping unit.

APARTMENT HOTEL:  An apartment house which furnishes services for the use of its tenants which are ordinarily furnished by hotels, but the privileges of which are not primarily available to the public.

APARTMENT HOUSE OR MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLING:  Any single detached dwelling unit designed for and occupied by three (3) or more families living independently of each other as separate housekeeping units, including apartment houses, apartment hotels and flats, but not including auto or trailer courts or camps, hotels, motels, or resort-type hotels.


AUTOMOBILE-JUNK AREA OR GRAVEYARD:  An area other than a street or alley used for the dismantling or wrecking of used automobiles or the storage, sale or dumping of dismantled or wrecked automobiles or their parts.

AUTO WRECKING:  The collecting, burning out, dismantling or wrecking of used motor vehicles, wheeled or track laying equipment, or trailers, or the storage, sale or dumping of dismantled, partially dismantled, obsolete or wrecked motor vehicles, wheeled or track laying equipment, or trailers or their parts.  The dismantling and rebuilding other than custom repair, of more than one (1) motor vehicle, piece of wheeled or track laying equipment, or trailer at a time even though not for profit or a principal use of a parcel of land shall be defined as auto wrecking.  The storage of a partially dismantled motor vehicle, piece of wheeled or track laying equipment or trailer shall be considered auto wrecking.

BANNER:  Any non-permanent advertising device, usually made of cloth or vinyl, which is suspended from a building or is suspended between two poles.  Banners are not considered permanent signs and may not be used in lieu of permanent signs.  The use of banners is regulated under Section 602:  General Sign Regulations, Subsection 602.01.04.

  Source:  Ordinance No. 1454-2004,§ I, 12-21-04

BASEMENT (CELLAR):  A story wholly or partially underground.  For purposes of height measurement, a basement shall be counted as a story when more than one-half (½) of its height is above the average grade level, or when it is used for commercial purposes.

BILLBOARD:  Any structure or portion thereof, situated on private premises, on which lettered, figured or pictorial matter is displayed for advertising purposes, except the name and occupation of the user of the premises, the nature of the business conducted on the premises or the products primarily sold or manufactured on the premises and having an area of one hundred (100) square feet or more.  Any signboard carrying a message excepted in this definition which also carries extraneous advertising of one hundred (100) square feet or more shall be considered a billboard.  This definition shall not include any board, sign or surface used to display any official notices issued by a Court or public duty, or bulletin boards used to display announcement of meetings to be held on the premises on which such bulletin boards are located, nor shall it include a real estate sign advertising for sale or rent the property upon which it stands when such sign does not exceed one hundred (100) square feet.

BLOCK:  A piece or parcel of land entirely surrounded by public highways, streets, streams, railroad rights-of-way, parks, or a combination thereof.  There may be more than one (1) numbered block as shown on a plat, falling within a single block as herein defined.  In cases where the platting is incomplete or disconnected, the City Engineer shall determine the outline of the block.

BOARD:  The Zoning Board of the Planning Commission. 
Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 11-17-92

BOARDING HOUSE OR LODGING HOUSE:  A building other than a hotel, occupied as a single housekeeping unit, where lodging or meals are provided for five (5) or more persons for compensation, pursuant to previous arrangements, but not for the public or transients.

BUFFER AREA:  An area so planned and/or zoned which acts as a buffer or separation area between two (2) or more uses or structures not compatible due to design, function, use or operation.

BUILDABLE AREA:  That portion of a lot remaining after required yards have been provided.

BUILDING: Any structure having a roof or partial roof supported by columns, posts or walls for the enclosure of persons, animals, equipment or chattels of any kind.  A residential building within the meaning of this Ordinance shall include a building enclosed by a continuous wall, regardless of the existence of platted lot lines through the area occupied by such building.  A commercial or industrial structure may within the meaning of this Ordinance, consist of separate buildings where party walls or ownership lines exist in such a manner as to indicate the intent that they be separate buildings.  A tent shall be defined as a building for the purposes of this Ordinance.

BUILDING ACCESSORY:  Any structure erected or constructed  including buildings as herein defined, the use of which requires location on the ground or attachment to something located on the ground and which is incidental and customarily appurtenant to a principal use permitted on the zoning lot, but not including fences and walls of less than six (6) feet in height, or bank protection structures regardless of height provided they do not project more than one (1) foot above the surface of the ground on the high side.

BUILDING HEIGHT:  The distance measured from the mean elevation of the grade at the front face of the building to the highest point on the roof or parapet of said building.

BUILDING INSPECTOR:  The officer or other designated authority charged with the administration and enforcement of this code, and/or a designee of the Inspection Department.  The official is also charged with the responsibility of enforcing the City Building codes and issuance of building permits and the administration and enforcement of the City Zoning Ordinance.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

BUILDING PRINCIPAL:  A building in which is conducted the primary use of the site on which it is situated.  In any residential district any dwelling shall be deemed to be the principal building of the site on which it is located.

CAR WASH:  Establishment with facilities for the washing of cars, trucks, and other vehicles, either self-serve or by attendant, including 24-hour coin operated car washes.  Minor work such as oil changes may be permitted but major automotive repair is not allowed.  A car wash may, however, be operated in conjunction with detail shop, service station or automotive repair shop.

CEMETERY:  A tract of land, private or public, licensed with the State of Mississippi, divided into plots for sale for interment of the human dead.

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT:  The area shown and delineated on the Official Zoning Map and generally known as downtown Laurel.

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY:  A permit issued by the Superintendent of Inspection indicating that the use of the building or land in question is in conformity with this Ordinance or that there has been a legal variance therefrom, as provided by this Ordinance.

CHILD CARE CENTER:  Child Care Center means a place which provides shelter and personal care for six (6) or more children for four (4) or more hours of any part of the twenty-four (24) hour day, whether such place be organized or operated for profit or not.  The term "Child Care Center" indicates day care nurseries, day care centers and any other facility that falls within the scope of the definition set forth herein, regardless of auspices.  Exempted from this definition is any facility operating as a kindergarten, nursery school or Head Start in conjunction with an elementary and/or secondary school system, whether it be public, private or parochial, whose primary purpose is a structured school readiness program.  Space requirements shall be as stipulated by the Mississippi State Board of Health and the Southern Standard Building Code.


CLINICAL, MEDICAL:  A building or portion of a building containing the offices and associated facilities of one (1) or more practitioners providing medical, dental, psychiatric, osteopathic, chiropractic, physical therapy or similar services for out-patients only, with or without shared or common spaces and equipment.  A common area pharmacy or drug dispensary available to persons other than patients being treated therein or making charges separate from bills for professional services of said practitioners shall not be considered as a medical clinic use.

CLUB:  Club shall include clubhouse and shall mean a voluntary association of persons organized for cultural, recreational, fraternal, civil, charitable or similar purpose, but shall not include an organization or premises the chief activity of which is a service or activity customarily carried on as a business even though it may be chartered and named for purposes herein defining a club.

COMMISSION:  The Planning Commission of the City of Laurel, Mississippi.  

CONCEALING FENCE:  A fence, wall or other material approved by the Planning Commission which visually prevents (sight obscuring), on a perpetually maintained basis, an area so enclosed from being viewed from without by a maximum of twenty percent (20%) visibility.  Any fence, wall or other material, except live shrubbery, shall be painted or colored a uniformly solid color, pastel in nature, or otherwise aesthetically pleasing, which contains no advertising sign or symbol.  Any live shrubbery used shall be a hardy species to the area and permanently maintained in a manner which will not create a nuisance.  Any lack of maintenance of such concealing fence shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance and shall be prosecuted as prescribed herein.   

[bookmark: _Toc3695120][bookmark: _Toc3695659][bookmark: _Toc10868434][bookmark: _Toc10871314]Source:  Ordinance No. 1312-1998, §I (B), 2-3-98

CONFORMING USE:  Any lawful use of a building or lot which complies with the provisions of this Ordinance.

COUNCIL:  The City Council of the City of Laurel, Mississippi.

COUNTRY CLUB:  For the purposes of this Ordinance, country clubs shall include:  golf courses, par-3 golf course, swimming pools, tennis clubs, and neighborhood clubhouses any and each of which shall be located on a site of not less than one (1) acre and open only to membership subscribing for the use of all facilities for a term of not less than one (1) year and members' non-paying guests.  Sleeping facilities other than quarters for one (1) caretaker or manager and his family shall be prohibited.  Clubs operated as restaurants, cocktail lounges, card rooms, beer taverns, bowling alleys, pool and billiard parlors and similar activities normally carried on as a business shall be excluded from the definition of a Country Club.  Nothing herein shall be construed to limit the method of operation of such facilities enumerated in this definition when owned or operated by a governmental agency.

COVERAGE:  The percentage of the lot area covered by the building area.

DETACHED SHED, PORTABLE:   A prefabricated shed open on at least one side and usually constructed of metal which is purchased for installation on a residentially, commercially or industrially zoned property.  Such sheds are commonly used for storage of vehicles but may also be used for other applications such as a patio cover.  Placement of such sheds must comply with regulations for front, rear and side yard as contained in the zone in which the structure is to be placed and must be utilized in a manner in compliance with the permitted uses of said zone.  In no instance shall such shed be placed in the front yard and/or beyond the front building line of the main structure; this prohibition applies whether the actual placement of the shed is to the front of said main structure or whether it is to the side of said main structure.  Such sheds may be placed in front of a porch for used as a covered walkway ONLY if said porch is in the rear yard.  Use as a covered walkway is strictly prohibited in the front and side yards.  [See definitions “YARD, FRONT”, “YARD, REAR” and “YARD, SIDE” for further clarification.]  Any variation from the above regulations may be granted only by a variance from the City of Laurel.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1544-2009, 9-22-09

DENSITY:  The intensity of land use and also the maximum intensity of land use physically possible on a minimum lot observing all yard, height, and lot coverage provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.

DEVELOPMENT:  For purposes of Site Plan Review, development is defined as any new development requiring a permit from the City or any addition to an existing development in excess of twenty-five percent (25%) of the existing structure(s) or parking lot(s).

Source: Ordinance No. 1207-1993, § II, 4-14-93

DRIVE-IN:  May be used as a noun or adjective and shall refer to a business which is designed to serve patrons while they are reposed in vehicles or by means of service windows with the intent that products be consumed in automobiles.  This shall not be construed to include places for making deposits from automobiles such as drive-in bank windows, post office drop boxes or laundry or cleaning drop boxes.

DWELLINGS:  A building or portion thereof, designed or used exclusively for residential occupancy, including single-family dwellings, two-family dwellings, multi-family dwellings and group dwellings; provided however that the following are not dwellings:

(a)	Hotels, motels, tourist courts and cabins;

(b)	In a building that contains one (1) or more dwelling units or lodging rooms in addition to one (1) or more non-residential uses, the portion of such building that is devoted to such non-residential uses, except when accessory to the residential uses;

(c)	Used for the institutional care of people such as hospitals, rest homes, orphanages, and homes for the aged.

DWELLING, ATTACHED (ROW):  A multi-family dwelling in which each dwelling unit has a separate outdoor entrance and is either 

(a)	joined to one (1) other dwelling unit at one (1) side by one (1) party wall, or

(b)	joined to two (2) other dwelling units by one (1) party wall on each side.

DWELLING, DETACHED:  A dwelling that is completely surrounded by open space on the same lot.

DWELLING MOBILE:  A vehicle used or so constructed as to permit its being used as a conveyance upon a public street or highway and duly licensable as such, and shall include self-propelled vehicles so designed, constructed, reconstructed, or added to by any means, in such a manner as will permit the occupancy thereof as a dwelling or sleeping place of one (1) or more persons and supported by wheels, jacks, or similar supports.  Transportable dwellings not meeting building code requirements for dwellings shall be treated as mobile dwellings.  This definition shall include the terms "automobile trailer," "house-trailer", and “mobile home."

DWELLING, MULTI-FAMILY:  A building or portion thereof
containing three (3) or more dwelling units.

DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY:  A building containing one (1) dwelling unit only.

 	DWELLING, TOWNHOUSE:  A structure which is one of a series of dwelling units designed for single-family occupancy, which dwelling units are structurally connected or immediately adjacent to each other without side yards between individual dwelling units.  Also known as "row houses."

DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY:  A building containing two (2) dwelling units only.

DWELLING UNIT:  One (1) or more rooms that are (a) located in a dwelling and that are (b) arranged, designed, or used as living quarters for one (1) family only.  Each dwelling unit contains one (1) and only one (1), complete set of kitchen facilities, permanently installed.  Solely for the purpose of determining compliance with lot area per dwelling unit requirements, each lodging room in a group dwelling shall be considered as one-half (½) a dwelling unit.  No lodging room in a group dwelling shall be included as part of a dwelling unit.

DWELLING, ZERO LOT LINE:  A detached single-family dwelling unit which is constructed against the lot line on one (1) side of a lot, provided however, that there shall be no windows, doors, or other openings of any kind on this side.  This type of dwelling is also sometimes referred to as a court-garden house or patio house.

EASEMENT:  A grant by the property owner to the public, a corporation, or persons, of the use of a strip of land for specific purposes.

ENGINEER - CITY ENGINEER:  A person registered as a professional engineer in the State of Mississippi and who is authorized to approve construction design of public works such as streets, roads, bridges, utilities, drainage, etc.

FAMILY:  One (1) or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption living together in one (1) dwelling unit and maintaining a common household, including domestic servants, gratuitous guests, boarders, roomers or lodgers, but not to exceed ten (10) persons when all are not related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

FENCES:  See Also Concealing Fence. Source:  Ordinance No. 1312-1998, §I (B), 2-3-98

FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS:  Any liquid which gives off flammable vapors as determined by the flash point from an open-cup tester as used for test of burning oils, at or below a temperature of 80 degrees Fahrenheit, is flammable.

FLOOD PLAIN: The relatively flat area or low lands adjoining the channel of a river, stream or watercourse or ocean, lake, or other body of standing water, which has been or may be covered by flood water.

FLOODWAY:  The width on either side of a stream, river or drainage course designated by the City Council of the City of Laurel as necessary to provide sufficient channel and capacity to drain storm waters flowing into it in a manner which will prevent extensive flooding or inundation of property located adjacent to the area so designated.

FLOOR AREA:  The floor area of a building as used in calculating the gross floor area ratio or as otherwise used in this Ordinance, shall include all areas having headroom of seven (7) feet or more, including basement areas where they are used as a dwelling unit for sleeping accommodations, or other family eating or living purposes, but not including basement floor areas used for utility and storage purposes.  Floor area for business and industrial buildings shall include all useable floor space above grade and that portion of basements used for the conduct of business or industry, but not including utility areas of said basements.  Measurements shall be made at the outside of outside walls.  An area may be surfaced with natural earth and still be considered a floor.

FRONTAGE:  All the property abutting on one (1) side of a street between two (2) intersecting streets, measured along the street line.

GARAGE APARTMENT:  A dwelling unit erected above a private garage.

GARAGE, MECHANICAL:  A facility used for the repair of automobiles, trucks, and similar vehicular powered, hydraulic, or control systems.

GARAGE, PRIVATE:  An attached or detached accessory building for the storage of private passenger vehicles or recreational equipment with a capacity of not more than three (3) single stalls per dwelling unit and where no repair facilities are maintained.  

GARAGE, PUBLIC:  Any building other than a private garage available to the public for the care, servicing, repair or equipping of automobiles or where such vehicles are parked or stored for remuneration, hire, or sale.

GARAGE, STORAGE:  A building or portion thereof, other than a private garage, used exclusively for parking or storage of self-propelled vehicles, but with no other services provided except facilities for washing.

GASOLINE, SERVICE OR FILLING STATION:  Any area of land, including structures thereon, that is used for the retail sale of gasoline or oil fuels, and installation of other minor automobile accessories, and which may or may not include facilities for lubricating, washing, or cleaning.

[bookmark: _Toc3695121][bookmark: _Toc3695660][bookmark: _Toc10868435][bookmark: _Toc10871315]GUARDED or GATED RESIDENTIAL STREETS:  Residential streets approved by the City Council for limited closing under Chapter 23, Section 23-48, et seq., Laurel Code. Source:  Ordinance No. 1370-2000, § 202; App. B, 6-20-00

GOLF COURSE:  Golf course as used herein shall mean standard sized layouts of at least nine (9) holes and shall not include miniature golf course, par-3 golf courses, pitch and putt courses or driving ranges.

GOVERNING AUTHORITY:  The City Council of Laurel, Mississippi.

GRADE:  The mean elevation of the ground, measured along the wall of a building, or a lot line, or the top of a street curb or official grade of a street curb not yet constructed, or an official grade of an alley surface, as appropriate to the context in which the term is used.

GROSS FLOOR AREA RATIO (G.F.A.R.):  The floor area of a building divided by the area of the zoning lot as defined herein. (For example, a building one-story high covering an entire lot would have a G.F.A.R. of 1.0, whereas a building two-stories high covering an entire lot would have a G.F.A.R. of 2.0, while a building one-story high covering half (½) a lot would have a G.F.A.R. of 0.5). Both principal and accessory buildings shall be considered in calculating gross floor area.

GROUND AREA:  Ground area shall be the total geometric area of a lot as defined within its boundaries.

GROUND COVERAGE:  The area of a zoning lot occupied by all buildings expressed as a percentage of the gross area of the zoning lot.

GROUP HOME/DWELLING:  Any group living arrangements for five (5) or more persons, unrelated to each other by blood or marriage is considered a group home or group dwelling. Source:  Ordinance No. 1211-1993, § I, 6-22-93

GROUP HOUSING PROJECT:  A group of one (1) family, two (2) family, or multiple dwellings, arranged on land not subdivided into customary streets and lots.

HOBBY:  An accessory use carried on by the occupant of the premises in a shop, studio, or other work room, purely for personal enjoyment, amusement, or recreation; provided that the articles produced or constructed in said shop, studio, or work room are not sold either on or off the premises, and provided such use will not be obnoxious or offensive by reason of vibration, noise, odor, dust, smoke, or fumes.


HOME OCCUPATION:  Any occupation conducted anywhere on the lot or improvements hereon on which a dwelling is located incidental to the main use of the premises as a dwelling place, and is conducted by members of a family residing in the dwelling and in connection with which there is kept no stock in trade nor commodity to be sold upon the premises.  No mechanical equipment shall be used which will be obnoxious or offensive by reason of vibration, noise, odor, dust, smoke, or fumes.  The operation of beauty, culture schools, beauty parlors, day nurseries, or barber shops and the repair of motor vehicles and/or implements powered by gasoline motors shall not be considered home occupations.

Further guidelines controlling Home Occupations are as follows:

(a)	There shall be no external evidence of the occupation with the exception of one (1) unlighted name plate of not more than one (1) square foot in area attached flat against the building.  Advertising displays and advertising devices displayed through a window of the building shall not be permitted.

(b)	The activity shall employ only two (2) members of the immediate family of the resident of the dwelling.

(c)	Said home occupation shall not involve continual visits by the general public except that music lessons may be given to one (1) pupil at a time; dance and art lessons may be given to four (4) pupils at a time; a dressmaker may have two (2) customers at a time; and a professional person may have one (1) client or patient at a time; and a photographer may have one (1) customer at a time.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1218-1993, § III, 8-3-93

HOSPITAL:  An institution where sick or injured persons are given medical care and in the course of same are housed overnight, fed and provided nursing and related services.

HOSPITAL, SMALL ANIMAL:  An institution where sick or injured small animals of less than one hundred fifty (150) pounds are given medical care, and in the course of same are housed overnight, fed, and provided related services.  Hospital, Small Animal shall be considered a commercial use.

HOTEL OR MOTEL:  A building containing sleeping rooms occupied, intended or designed to be occupied, as the more or less temporary abiding place of persons who are lodged with or without meals for compensation.

INDUSTRIAL, HEAVY:  Those industrial uses which have extensive space requirements and/or generate substantial amounts of noise, vibrations, odors, or possess other characteristics that are detrimental, hazardous, or otherwise offensive and incompatible with other land uses.

INDUSTRY, LIGHT:  Those industrial uses which do not
generate odors, smoke, fumes, or excessive noises.

JUNK OR SALVAGE YARD:  A place where waste, discarded or salvaged metals, building materials, paper, textiles, used plumbing fixtures, and other used materials are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled or cleaned; and places or yards for the storage of salvaged metal, materials and equipment; but not including pawn shops and establishments for the sale, purchase or storage of used cars or trucks in operable condition, boats or trailers in operable condition, salvaged machinery in operable condition, and used furniture and household equipment in useable condition and not including the processing of used, discarded or salvaged materials as part of manufacturing operations.

KENNEL:  Any building, lot, or premises on, or in which, four (4) or more dogs, cats, or similar pets (at least eight (8) weeks of age) are kept.  Any building, lot, or premises where dogs, cats, or similar pets are housed or accepted for boarding, for which remuneration is received.

KINDERGARTEN:  A school other than a public school for children of pre-public school age in which constructive endeavors, object lessons and helpful games are prominent features of the curriculum.

LEGAL NON-CONFORMING USE, BUILDING OR YARD:  A use, building or yard existing legally at the time of the passage of this
Ordinance which does not by reason of design, use, or dimensions conform to the regulations of the district in which it is situated.  A use, building or yard established after the passage of this Ordinance which does not conform to regulations of the district in which it is situated shall be considered an illegal non-conforming use.

LOT:  A zoning lot unless the context shall clearly indicate a lot of record, in which case a "lot" is a lot of record.  (See definition of “Zoning Lot”).


LOT OF RECORD:  Land designated as a separate and distinct parcel in a subdivision, the plat of which has been recorded in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Jones County, Mississippi or a parcel of land, the deed to which was recorded in the Office of said Clerk prior to September 25, 1970.

LOT, CORNER:  A zoning lot situated at the intersection of two (2) streets, or bounded on two (2) or more adjacent sides by street right-of-way lines or in the case of curbed right-of-way lines, the extension of tangents at the side lot lines does not exceed one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees.

LOT DEPTH:  The average horizontal distance between the front lot line and the 
rear lot line.

LOT, INTERIOR:  A zoning lot other than a corner lot.

LOT LINE:  A boundary of a zoning lot.  Lot line is synonymous with property line.

LOT LINE, FRONT:  In the case of an interior lot, the line separating said lot from the street.  In the case of a corner or through lot, the line separating said lot from the street which the house will face, to be determined from the request for a building permit.  Front lot line is synonymous with street right-of-way line.

LOT WIDTH:  The distance between side lot lines measured at the rear of the required front yard on a line parallel with a line tangent to the street right-of-way line.

LOT, THROUGH:  A zoning lot having a frontage on two (2) parallel, approximately parallel, diverging, or converging streets, but not including a corner lot as defined herein.

LOT, REVERSE CORNER:  A corner zoning lot, the side street line substantially a continuation of the front lot line of the zoning lot to its rear.

LOT, ZONING:  See “Zoning Lot”.

MANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENT:  A facility at which goods are made through use of raw materials, machinery, and labor and often employing assembly line techniques.

MINIMUM LOT AREA:  The minimum ground space required for a dwelling unit by this Ordinance.

MINOR REPAIR, AUTOMOBILE:  The replacement of minor assemblies or parts and tune-up of automobiles, or trucks of less than fifteen thousand (15,000) pounds gross license weight, but not including body and fender work, painting, engine overhaul or similar type of work.

MOBILE HOME:  A transportable, single-family dwelling unit suitable for year-round occupancy and containing the same water supply, waste disposal, and electrical conveniences as immobile housing.  This definition also includes manufactured homes.  Source:  Ordinance No. 1304-1997, §I, 10-7-97

MOBILE HOME PARK:  A tract of land that is used, designed maintained, or held out for rent to accommodate one (1) or more mobile homes.  Mobile homes located in a mobile home park are used only to provide living and sleeping accommodations.  A mobile home park does not include an automobile or mobile home sales lot on which unoccupied mobile homes are parked for inspection or sale.  The term mobile home shall include mobile dwelling.

MOBILE HOME SUBDIVISION:  A mobile home subdivision is a tract of land in which spaces or lots for mobile homes are for sale and in which the purchaser receives fee simple title to the space or lot.

MODULAR HOMES:  A modular home is a factory fabricated dwelling over thirty-two (32) feet in length and at least twenty-four (24) feet wide designed and constructed without carriage or hitch collar as stationary house construction for placement upon a permanent foundation, to be permanently connected to utilities, and to be used for year-round occupancy.  It may consist of two (2) or more components that can be separated when transported but designed to be joined into one (1) integral unit.  A modular home must meet the minimum construction standards for house construction as specified in the Standard Building Code, the Federal Housing Administration Minimum Property Standards, the minimum construction standards as may from time-to-time be fixed by the law of the State of Mississippi, and must have a roof with at least a 3/12 pitch.  Modular homes shall be allowed only in the “R-3", “R-4", and “C-1" Districts.

MOTEL:  A group of attached or detached living units with individual toilet facilities operated for transient guests’ and so constructed that guests’ automobiles may be parked at or near the living unit.

MODIFYING ZONE:  A zone which is dependent upon a primary zone and which is designed to add to the primary zone a specific restriction or liberalization to meet specific locational needs which if accomplished by an additional series of primary zones would make the Ordinance unnecessarily lengthy and complicated.


NON-CONFORMING BUILDING:  A building or structure or portion thereof, lawfully existing at the time this Ordinance or an amendment thereto becomes effective, which does not meet the bulk, height, yard, parking, loading or other requirements of this Ordinance or any amendment thereto.

NON-CONFORMING USE:  A use which lawfully occupies a building or land at the time of this Ordinance or an amendment thereto becomes effective but does not meet the requirements of this Ordinance or any amendment thereto.

OPEN SPACE, COMMON:  A parcel or parcels of land not occupied by dwellings or other buildings, which is permanently maintained in a suitable state for the shared use and enjoyment by the owners and/or occupants of individual dwelling units within a particular development.

[bookmark: _Toc3695122][bookmark: _Toc3695661]OVERLAY DISTRICT:  A set of supplementary or replacement regulations that is described in the Code text, mapped, and is imposed in addition to those of the underlying district.  Developments within the overlay zone must conform to the requirements of both zones or the more restrictive of the two. Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, App. B, 3-18-97

OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS:  A sign including the supporting sign structure which directs the attention of the general public to a business, service or activity not usually conducted or a product not usually offered or sold upon the premises where such a sign is located, and such sign or billboard shall be considered a commercial use.

OUTDOOR STORAGE:  A depository or place for storing goods related to the establishment on the same premises and not located within a building.

PAR-3 GOLF COURSE:  A golf course other than a miniature golf course and other than a golf course defined herein, and having greens similar to a golf course and fairways of not less than fifty (50) yards in length.  A par-3 golf course may not be lighted unless so specified as permitted in the text of this Ordinance.

PARKING SPACE:  A space located on private or public property sufficient in size to park, in accordance with Article VI of Appendix I, one (1) automobile.

PARKING AREA, PUBLIC:  An open area other than a street or alley used for the temporary parking of more than four (4) self-propelled vehicles and available for public use whether free, for compensation, or as an accommodation for clients or customers.

PARKING AREA, SEMI-PUBLIC:  An open area other than a street or alley for temporary parking of more than four (4) self-propelled vehicles as an accessory use to semi-public institutions, schools, churches, hospitals and non-commercial clubs.

PERSONNEL SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS:  A business which provides personal services directly to customers at the site of the business, or which receives goods from or returns goods to customers which have been treated or processed at that location or another location.  This includes, but is not limited to, travel agencies, dry-cleaners, laundries, tailors, hair stylists, cosmeticians, toning or tanning salons, banks, postal stations, package delivery drop-off and pick-up stations, photocopy centers, shoe repair shops, appliance repair shops, interior design studios, dance and martial arts studios, and domestic pet services.  This shall not include adult entertainment establishments, such as adult arcades, adult bookstores, adult motels, adult theatres, massage parlors, etc.  Also, this shall not include automobile service stations.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1292-1997, App. B, 3-18-97


PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD):  A land tract in which a multiplicity of land uses may be permitted including single-family residential, multi-family residential, public use and compatible commercial use, and in which land not used by residential or commercial structures and yards but required by basic zoning of the site shall be reserved collectively in contiguous units accessible to all the building sites in the development as open space for the purpose of providing recreational facilities and pedestrian circulation.

PLANNING COMMISSION:  The “Planning Commission” for the City of Laurel, Mississippi, who directly hears public hearings on zoning matters and makes recommendations to the governing authority for their final consideration.  
Source:  Ordinance No. 1474-2006, 9-5-06

PREMISES:  Land together with structure or structures occupying it.

PRIMARY ZONE:  A zoning classification which can stand alone as a classification of a parcel of property.

PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USE:  That use of a zoning lot which is among the uses allowed as a matter of right under the zoning classification.

[bookmark: _Toc3695123][bookmark: _Toc3695662]RESIDENTIAL FENCES:  See Section 604.01. Source:  Ordinance No. 1312-1998, I (B), 2-3-98

RIGHT-OF-WAY:  The land occupied, including necessary parkway or open space dedicated or designated for the use of a public street or alley.

ROOF AND CANOPY:  A canopy is a roof-like structure that is attached to and supported entirely by or from a wall of the main building.  A roof for the purposes of this Ordinance is a canopy or covering which is supported by a floor or ceiling structure of the main building.

ROOMING HOUSE:  A dwelling containing one (1) or more lodging rooms that accommodate one (1) or more persons who are not members of the keeper's family; provided however, that the letting of rooms for hire, to the extent permitted by this Ordinance as a home occupation, shall not in itself cause a dwelling to be a rooming house.  In a rooming house, lodging or meals are provided for compensation on a weekly or monthly basis.  Rooming house includes boarding house.

SCREENING:  This term refers to landscaping and/or architectural barriers which block vision.

SERVICE STATION:  Any building, structure, or land used primarily for the dispensing, sale or offering for sale at retail of any automotive fuels, oils, accessories or other sundry items normally sold at service stations for the traveling public but not including major repair work such as motor overhaul, body and fender repairs, or spray painting.

SIGN: See Sign Definitions, page 489


SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE:  That Committee, as defined in Section 503.02, which shall have the duty to review certain site plans, all as herein provided for in this Ordinance.  Source:  Ordinance No. 1197-1992, Art. V, 11-17-92

SPECIAL EVENT:  An occurrence that is limited to a specified time period including but not limited to concerts, grand openings, sales, revivals and other similar events.

Source:  Ordinance No. 1454-2004,§ I, 12-21-04

SPECIAL EXCEPTION:  A use which is not permitted in the zoning district where the property is located under the provisions of this Ordinance but which in the specific case, would, in the judgment of the City Council, promote the public health, and safety, of the general welfare of the community and the granting of which would not adversely affect adjacent properties.  A permit granted as a Special Exception will not change the general zoning of the property or allow any change in integrity and appearance of the existing structure that would be contrary to the desired character of the district, and will be given on a yearly basis only during the occupancy or ownership of the person to whom it was granted, and upon their vacating the property or structure, the property and structure shall revert to the original use.

STABLE, PRIVATE:  An accessory building for the keeping of horses, or mules owned by the occupants of premises and not kept for remuneration, hire or sale.

STABLE, PUBLIC:  A stable other than a private or riding stable.

STABLE, RIDING:  A structure in which horses or mules used for pleasure riding or driving are housed, boarded or kept for hire; including a riding track.

STORY:  That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the floor next above it, or if there be no floor above it, then the space between the floor and the ceiling next above it.

STREET OR ROAD:  The entire width between property line of a way or place dedicated or acquired for the purpose of public use for vehicular traffic or access other than an alley,

STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE:  The legal property line boundary between the street right-of-way, and the abutting property.

STRUCTURE:  Anything constructed or erected with a fixed location on the ground or attached or resting on something having a fixed location on the ground.  Moreover, the following shall always be considered structures:  buildings, walls, fences, signs and billboards.


STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS:  Any change in the structural members of a building, such as walls, columns, beams or girders.  Vehicles duly licensed for operation upon public streets or highways shall not be considered structures.

SUBDIVISION:  An area of land divided into lots for development by means of an appropriately recorded legal document.

TOWNHOUSE SUBDIVISIONS:  The term "townhouse subdivision" shall apply to those developments in which it is proposed to partition land into individual lots and construct townhouses which may be individually owned and where the minimum lot sizes shall be as required under “R-3" Residential District of this Ordinance.

TRACT DEVELOPMENT:  A tract of land at least five (5) acres in size, designed for residential purposes where dwellings may be grouped or clustered to maximize advantageous development of the site and where, through the proper use of common maintained open space, character and density requirements of the residential district in which it is located are satisfied.

UNOBSTRUCTED OPEN SPACE:  An area of land upon which no structure may be erected.

USE:  The purpose or purposes for which land or a building is designed, arranged, or intended, or to which said land or building is occupied, maintained or leased.

USE, ACCESSORY:  A use customarily incident to a principal permitted use of building and location on the same zoning lot with such principal use or building.

USE, CONDITIONAL:  A use which is not allowed in the zone as a matter of right, but which is permitted upon findings of the Board that under the particular circumstances present, such use is in harmony with the principal permitted uses of the zone.  Allowable conditional uses are specifically listed under the district regulations.  Uses not so listed shall not be allowed as conditional uses.


USE, SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDED:  A use of land or a structure which is excluded from a zone by the operation of other regulations of the zone, but which is specifically enumerated as excluded for purposes of clarity of intent and ease or reference.


VARIANCE:  A modification of the literal provisions of this Ordinance which the Board is permitted to grant when strict enforcement of said provisions would cause undue hardship (such hardship cannot be self-created or of an economic nature) owing to circumstances unique to the individual property on which the variance is sought.

[bookmark: _Toc3695124][bookmark: _Toc3695663]WALL:  See also Concealing Fence. Source:  Ordinance No. 1312-1998, §I (B), 2-3-98

YARD, FRONT:  An open space extending the full width of the zoning lot, between the main building and the front lot line, unoccupied and unobstructed by building or structures in excess of four (4) feet in height except as provided herein, the depth of which shall be measured as the least distance between the front lot line and the front of such main building.

[bookmark: _Toc3695125][bookmark: _Toc3695664]Source:  Ordinance No. 1312-1998, §I (B), 2-3-98

YARD, REAR:  An open space extending the full width of the zoning lot, between the main building and the rear lot line, unoccupied and unobstructed by buildings or structures in excess of eight (8) feet in height except as provided herein, the depth of which shall be measured as the least distance between the rear lot line and rear of such main building.

[bookmark: _Toc3695126][bookmark: _Toc3695665]Source:  Ordinance No. 1312-1998, §I (B), 2-3-98

YARD, SIDE:  An open space extending from the front yard to the rear yard, between the main building and the side lot line, unoccupied and unobstructed by buildings or structures in excess of eight (8) feet in height, except as provided herein, (see Accessory Building) the depth of which shall be measured as the least distance between the side lot line and the side of such main building.

[bookmark: _Toc3695127][bookmark: _Toc3695666]Source:  Ordinance No. 1312-1998, §I, (B), 2-3-98

ZERO LOT LINE SUBDIVISION:  A residential complex consisting of no less than zero lot line lots.

ZONING LOT:  A single tract of land, located within a single block, which at the time of filing for a Building Permit or a Certificate of Occupancy, is designated by the owner or developer as a tract to be used, developed, or built upon as a unit, under single or unified ownership or control, and assigned to the particular use, building or structure, for which the Building Permit or Certificate of Occupancy are issued, and including such area of land as may be required by the provisions of this Ordinance for such use, building or structure.



SIGN DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them by Section 602, General Sign Regulations [of Appendix I]:

CHARACTER:  Any letter of the alphabet or any numeral.

EFFECTIVE AREA:  for detached signs, means the area enclosed by the minimum imaginary rectangle of vertical and horizontal lines which fully contains all extremities of the sign, exclusive of its supports.  This rectangle is to be calculated from an orthographic projection of the sign viewed horizontally.

A viewpoint for this projection is to be taken which gives the largest rectangle of that kind, as the viewpoint is rotated horizontally around the sign.  If elements of the sign are movable or flexible, as a flag or string of lights, the measurement shall be taken when the elements are fully extended and parallel to the plane of view.



EFFECTIVE AREA:  for  
attached signs, shall  
mean the sum of the areas 
of the minimum 
imaginary rectangles 
enclosing each word 
attached to any particular 
facade.






                       	

A horizontal “orthographic projection” is simply a non-perspective view of an object - a perpendicular projection seen from the ground, like the architect’s evaluation of a building. The “effective area” definition suggests a two-step process for calculating sign area.  First, one must choose the point of view from which the sign looks widest.  For flat signs, this viewpoint is directly opposite the face.  If the sign were a cube in shape, this viewpoint would be opposite a corner.  Now the picture of the sign seen from this viewpoint is enclosed within the smallest rectangle which fully contains the sign.  The area of that rectangle is the “effective area” of the sign.


FACADE:  Any separate face of a building, including parapet walls and omitted wall lines, or any part of a building which encloses or covers usable space.  Where separate faces are oriented in the same direction, or in the directions within forty-five degrees (45) of one another, they are to be considered as part of a single facade. 

HEIGHT:  As applied to a sign, shall be measured as the vertical distance between the highest part of the sign or its supporting structure, whichever is higher, and a level plane going through the nearest point of the improved public right-of-way, other than an alley.

INTERSECTION:  The junctions of the center lines of any two (2) public rights-of-way, other than alleyways.

LUMINANCE:  The brightness of a sign or a portion thereof expressed in terms of footlamberts.  For the purposes of this definition, luminance shall be determined by the use of an exposure meter calibrated to standards established by the National Bureau of Standards and equipped with a footlambert scale.

OCCUPANCY:  The purpose for which a building is used or intended to be used.  The term shall also include the building or room housing such use.  Change of occupancy is not intended to include change of tenants or proprietors.

PREMISE:  Any lot or unplatted tract, or any combination of contiguous lots or unplatted tracts held under single ownership.


SETBACK:  The required distance between any point on private land and the nearest point at the edge of the nearest public right-of-way, other than an alley.  Where a public way crosses a railroad right-of-way, the setback distance is to be measured from the public right-of-way line extended across the railroad right-of-way.

SIGN:  Any device, light, figure, picture, letter, word, message, symbol, plaque, or poster visible from outside the premise on which it is located and designed to inform or attract the attention of persons not on that premise, excluding searchlights, flags, streamers, pennants, balloons, and other similar devices.  Source:  Ordinance No. 1239-1994, § I, 6-7-94

SIGN, ATTACHED/WALL SIGN:  Any sign attached to, applied on, or supported by any part of a building (such as a wall, roof, window, canopy, awning, arcade, or marquee) which encloses or covers usable space.

SIGN, BANNER:  Any sign non-permanent advertising device, usually made of cloth or vinyl, which is suspended from a building or is suspended between two poles.  Banners are not considered permanent signs and may not be used in lieu of permanent signs.  The use of banners is regulated under Section 602:  General Sign Regulations, Subsection 602.01.04.

SIGN, DETACHED/GROUND MOUNTED SIGN:  Any sign connected to the ground which is not an attached sign, inclusive of signs on movable objects.

SIGN, DIRECTIONAL:  A non-premise sign whose content is limited exclusively to the identification of specific premise or occupancy located elsewhere, and which tells the location of or route to that premise or occupancy.

SIGN, ILLUMINATED:  Any sign which is directly lighted by any electrical light source, internal or external.  This definition shall not include signs which are illuminated by street lights or other light sources owned by any public agency or light sources which are specifically operated for the purpose of lighting the area in which the sign is located rather than the sign itself.

SIGN, NON-PREMISE:  Any sign which is not a premise sign.

SIGN, POLITICAL:  Any type of non-premise sign which refers only to the issues or candidates involved in a political election.

SIGN, PREMISE:  Any sign the content of which relates to the premises on which it is located, referring exclusively to the name, location, products, persons, accommodations, services or activities of or on those premises, or the sale, lease, or construction of those premises.

SIGN, REAL ESTATE:  A sign offering property for sale or rent by either an owner or realtor.


SIGN, SHINGLE:  A non-internal electric, non-self-illuminating sign of not more than two (2) square feet of surface area which is commonly used for identification by members of a recognized profession.

SIGN, SPECIAL PURPOSE:  A sign temporarily supplementing the permanent signs on a premise.

SIGN SUPPORT:  Any pole, post, strut, cable, or other structural fixture or framework necessary to hold and secure a sign, providing that said fixture or framework is not imprinted with any picture, symbol or word using characters in excess of one inch (1") in height, nor is internally or decoratively illuminated.

SIGN, TRAILER/PORTABLE:  A temporary sign structure for use, with or without, changeable type lettering, illuminated or non-illuminated, with or without wheels, not permanently attached to the ground.

SIGN, VEHICULAR:  Any sign on a vehicle moving along the ground or on any vehicle parked temporarily, incidental to its principal use for transportation.  This definition shall not include signs which are being transported to a site of permanent erection.

WORD:  For the purpose of this Section, one (1) word shall be deemed to be any of the following:         

(a)	Any word in any language found in any standard unabridged dictionary or dictionary of slang.

(b)	Any proper noun or any initial.

(c)	Any separate symbol or abbreviation, such as “&”, and “$”, “%”, and “Inc.” 

(d)	Any telephone number, street number, or commonly used combination of numerals and/or symbols such as "$55.00" or “50%”.

(e)	Any symbol or logo which is a registered trademark, but which itself contains no word or character.

(f)	Otherwise, each separate character is considered to be a word.

[bookmark: _Hlk31180231]Source: Ordinance No. 1056-1985, 8-6-85; Ordinance No. 1692-2020, 1-21-20
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